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THE ORJECTS OF THE GROUP,

1, Communication between Members in Great Britaln and Overseas.

2, A means of exchanging Ideas, plants and seeds etc.

3. To assist beglnners in growing Iris and to offer help with protlems,
4k, To report on Hybridisation.

Editorial.

1984, .... George Orwells' dreaded year, thank goodness gardeners travel 'hopefully!
always locking to the soll for salvation... the seed time and the harvest... I found
this verse recently, written, I think by Francls Gay....

'Dark days there'll be for you and me;
No doubt we'll grouse awhile,

But courage and a bit of falth

W11l help us all to smile.

Be strong; let not your spirit fear,
And you will have a happy year.

Now for news of our Group.... Regrettally, our Chalrman has decided to retire from
the post, due to pressure of work, We thank Hilda, most sincerely for her generous
effort and support since June 1979. However,lt 1ls not altogether good-bye, because
we have created a new post of Viece-Chalrman, and Hilda has kindly agreed to stay on,
taking on this roll, and giving us the benefit of her expe~tise whenever possible.

Jack Venner has "taken over' as Chalrman (Imust apclogize to him for mis-spelling
his name all this time... sorry Jack...). Although well-known in the Tall Bearded Iris
world, he has, for some time now, turned his attentlon to Species Irls. Jack has
been our Show Reperter and Reglonal Reporter since 1982, for t.e time being he will
keep both of these jobs. I know that Jack will bring his ext nsive knowledge to our
Group, and, no doubt, widen our horizons. Also with this 1n =2ind, wo have co-opted
Adrian Whittaker on to the Committee, to bring with him his wide experlence and
interest in Spuria Irls, We welcome him and thank him for hiés contlnued support and
enthusiasm, He wlll also keep the Southern Reglon Reportars™ job.

You will find a full 1ist of the Committee towards the end of thls Newsletter.

Ve extend a warm welcome to our new Members.... Bill la Bach who lives in
Nieholasville, Kentucky, U.S.A. Edward Meakin from Halam Nottinghamshire, who has a
fairly new garden and wants to start an Iris collection. Maureen and Harry Foster of
Crickhowell, Fowys. N.Wales. Maureen, as many of you will know is the most
accomplished Slide Librarian of the British Iris Soclety. We hope that you will
enjoy belonging to our Group, and, in due course tell us of your gardens and the Iris

ou We

% Eﬁ;;aﬂ for the 'Members Sales and Wants' section has 'plcked up', you wlll find
it at the end of the N/L, together with a new venture 'Members Hints and Wrinkles'...
Sand in your'pet ldeas', things which have helped you to grow Iris more successfully.
Re-cycling of unwanted items which you find useful, Send them in for the July and
later NewsLetiers please.

Take a look at the Seed Distributlon List, we have had some very lnteresting
contributions from Members, to whom we say 'many thanks'. Sorry to tell you that
'Holden Clough' dld not produce seed, but there may be plants nest year, if 1t grows
well,

The July NewsLetter will cover Sibirica, Spuria and Japanese Irls, a sort of 'free
for all", alresdy ltems are coming in, you send them I'll print them.....

This only leaves me to say a Very Happy New Year to you all. Many thanks for the

good wishes you kindly sent...
Good Gardening when the snow has gone. J.T.
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Chairman's Lettor.

: I am onlv too pleased to become the Chalrman of . the S.5al, Grpup, although I.
feel sad that HILDA-hdshad to relinquish th. post, which she has filled so competently
for most of the pebneci.ng years, I am glad that she is gulng to stay on as Vice-
Chairhan, I'khow I will need her help in taklhg over tha 'reins', Your Secretary/Treas.
tells me of her quiet advice and guldance in her own task, without which she could not
have 'carried on'. It is good to welcome Adrlan on to the Committee., He has been an
enthusiastic Member from the start. Hls Spurias ln the 1982 Show were really baa.u'l:..'l.:l'.'ul
and his continued work,will bring them more into focus in our Group.

Some years ago, on finding that the Tall Bearded Irls in my garden were :
becoming 'disease prone', I turned my attentlion to Speclés Iris, I found that they grew
‘wary well in my s6ll and heartily wished 'I had tuibnéd my atténtion to them earlier. The
Revolution caused by the introduction of Tetraplolds was just beginning to explode on
the scene, increasing my interest. Now I would not be without them ln my garden, and 1
am always on the 'look out' for new varietles,to extend my collectlion.

As n comtemporary of the late Alex Back, I am sure he would b~ very pleased that
his vislon of Members of the Group in contact throgmghout the World is actually coming to
fruitlon. «e. LO[E may this Wﬂuﬂuﬂ-rlt As jﬂur chﬂirm I will do my beov. to further
this aim, I wish you all good Irls growing in 1984,

e W A Lnee

A Moving Story Tan Smith,

Way back, at the beginning of 1983, it was decided that a move was called for,..
from Orplngton in Kent to somewhere in sunny Dorset., So.. last February the 'Desirable
Resldence' was put on the market. Estate Agents started sending along the seemlngly

endless stream of prospectlve purchasers to view,.... In the midst of all these
preliminaries my thoughts were on Irlses.... I could'nt leave them behind... That
would be absolutely unthinkatle. Some T.B.'s, old timers such as ‘Ga.}*lt}rd' 'Staten
Island' and 'Sclld Mahogany' I1'd had for 30 years or more. Thase nre gulte recent’
introductions when I first had them, but they atlll continue to give me pleasure.

So, one or possitly two rhizomes of eéverything had to be taken. Thus began the
job of potting them all up..... T.B's, I1.B's, B.B's, 5.D.B's, Spuriau, Sibiricas etc.,
etc.,.. Blg pots, small pots, clay pots, plastic pots, old margarine pots... anything I
could lay my hands on, were all filled with Irlises of one sort or another.

April came, a sultable purchaser was found and the legal proceedings began. Weeks
went by and as the completion date neared, the inevitalble happaneﬂ.... somecne dropped
out of the chain of buyers. So off we,went agaln, with a new "chaln'..... Once again
as completion date neared, someone dropped out....,... During all this time, the Iris
Season came and went. Desplte the cramped conditlons, I was atill trmated to quite a
few decent splkes, although they were a bit later than usual.

It is now September, I am on the verge of the actual move, .. The removal firm
have told me that it is possitle I will need a separate van for all the plants. At the
final count I have got about 400 pots of Irises, together with about 50 pots of other
‘bitu and pleces' amd about 40 shrubs in tubs or sacklng.

: I am leaving behind about 150 rhizomes off bearded Irises together with a few
Eiblr!.cu for the incoming people, so I hope they will be appreclated..... Where I am
going there is a back garden about 50 feet wide and 165 feet ].org. At present it is
wholly grassed over, so.... there has got to be a lot of turf 'stripped off', a lot of
manuring and a lot of hard work to be done this Autumn.,..i so ‘wish me luckllll”“l

Jack Venner.

(We do wish you luck Ian and hope that things are gaing wall for you, let us know how
things are for the July N/L. Ed.)

M LR L] —

Some Dat ¥ Diary.
21st-22nd February.,«..... Early Spring Show,
20th-21st Marche..eese4qo Dacorative Shou,
1st -2nd MAYsssessnessse Late Spring Show.
2nd Jun®.ssessess ssvinse Barly Summer ShowiHs

12th-13th Junesssessusasss Late Sumnmer Show, sge OVeT..

*
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Note *** The Early Summer Show, which is a new vanture, is to ba hé"]“.?i at MOULTON near
NORTHAMFTON.... Mr, Brett Tussler is organising it at his School in Pound Lane. The
date 1s Saturday the 2nd. June, Approximate times 10am, to 5pm.. Refreshments will be
avallable and:accomodation can be arranged..... If you want more informatlon, please
contaet Brett,hls address lsi~ '

Hr. B.Tussler, 123, Gold Street, Hellingbcrnugh Northants. NN8 4EG.
fAlthough, Tall Bearded Iris are his main interest, as a grower and collector, rather
than a hybridiser, Brett has latelyrbeen 'branching out' into the Specles area. He will
be very pleased to send you directlons of how to arrive at MOULTON, which 1s quite near

to NORTHAMPION (off the A.43), also detalls of the Show,.
e are Ln the process of organising a stand for the 8.8&J . Group, I du hopa you will
come, along and give your sUpport...sx Do'nt forget the date 2nd, June....

——— REE R L

Obituary. i i I s

He, 1n the Nottingham area. are mourning the death in the Autumn of Mrs. E.A.
Leverton.., 'Betty' was well known in the Alpine Garden Society, having organised the
local Rock Garden Club's Show, very successfully,for many years. 10 years ago after a
serious illness, Betty fought back,wlth great coursge, to tend her garden and even to
Jjourney to Norway and Amerlca, to meet other Alpine enthuaslasts. She jolned our:
Group in 1979, and was ln the process of bullding up a rather nice collection of
Specles Iris... Ye send our sincere amyzpathy to the lMembers of her family and hope
that they will derive comfort from knnﬁing that, her name will long be remembered for
her genercus and kindly nature, and her love and understanding of her beloved plants.
She will be sadly missed,...... (Ed),

——— R W

Following our bush flres and drnugbt we have had a mild Winter, With lots of rain,
but, thank goodness, no hall to apoll the daffédils, The Spring was cool and also
mild, but we had a freak srow-fall on Nov, 12th.;. the latest over recorded, .. «.
Hustly our Irls came thramgh rather well..: The flowering has been rather patchy,
particularly the water-loving Specles. Iris Gracilipes and I.Gristata flowered well,
also the larger Evansids,,.Tebtohum'ahﬁ ‘Tectorum Alba, Queen's Grace, Darjeeling, Japs
Watt, 'Fairyland' and I,Milesii,

Epurla seedlings were falrly good, with some: es?ecially fine dark bluﬂs. ‘deep
browns and smokey reds. .

The Slberians were less good, except for long established clumps of T.x0ttawa
I.Tennulfolie, T.x Tycoon, and I. x S6n of Star, The seedlings which flowered HEll
last year, . did not perform well,soc I was not able to evaluate many.

I put out a seedling of I.Hookerlana, this has grown well and also a divislon' of
I.Pseudacorus Varlegata, which is rare here, is happily growing well, A blg batch of
Iris Sangulnea 'Kobana' turned out to be mixed Siberians and rather ordinary. My dwarf
Siberian Seedlings d4id not flower at all,.

I am putting all these fallures down tﬂ excassivaly salt water, last Summer. also
the loss of roots, aue to drought,

My Pacific Coast Native Irls did very well. A hox cf stems taken to the Main
hustrellan Iris Show in Melbourne wona first., I was'nt atle to go, but a friend took

them with her on the overnight traln.
My book has sold out,’ we are expetitlng the 2nd,’ Edition at Christmas.

( Dear Trevor, thank you fcr your letter, we are so sorry to hear of your 'patchy
. results, following on your territle ordeals. Let us hope that nafjure will help togT
“things right, next year. Congratulations on your lst. at the Show, also cn the
sale of your Book.... I do like the sound of those Spuria seedlings of yours,
particularly the 'smokey reds', perhaps you will let us know more for July.
lMeanwhile, all the very best for 1584, Take care. Ed.)
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Ri on's Lett

Paul writes that he has a % acre ];gl-:ﬂ'. on which he grows Tall Bearded Iris,
which he exhibits at the local Rose Show, Of the Species that he grows, an ‘improved
form of I.Pseudacorus 1s bright yellow with a few spots,” this grows to-5 feet and
makes a fine display each Spring. At the time of writing (August/September) 'Sindpers’
is well through, but not showing any buds... ‘Magnifica'’ and 'Bucharica’ are on the
way, These two,' together with 'Hoogeana' are difflcult to grow because of the high
rainfall,.. Paul 1d experimenting by growing them in plastic tubs, in order to glive
them some protection against very bad weather.. A clear plastic 1id is added in
excessively rainy weather,,.....

"Minutoaurea' should btloom at any time, Tiny Evansias ( apart from Lacustris)
are anxiously belng watched, because they tend to be 'Lffy'. The smaller Spurlas are
not too permanent:. Faul 1s trying.'Sintenisi' and 'Kernerana', which, unfortunately
keeps coming up as somefhing else.....s

(Thank you Baul, you say that the double 'i' 1s now reduced to one, or so you
understand, also T have noticed that 'Kernerana' is sometimes s spelt with an '1'thus
'Kerneriana', two very interesting polnts, I think, perhaps Members would llke to
send in their mmnenta.]

—— W ERE el

L's answer to Eberhart Schuster's article 'Break a Lance for Irle
h ', printed in the July 1983 WewsLetter.
In Eberhart Schuster's article the folltwing statement appears regarding

Japanese Irises... They will dle_ if you grow_thenm all the vear round ip wet goll or
shillow water'.... A similar atatement has cropped up, over the years in the U.S.

Both are contradicted totally by my 26 years of experlence..:. For the last elght

years you undoubtedly know from reading the Review, I have tried to find someone, able
and willing, to defend the statement with... explicit facts.... I have used the Review
The Bulletin of the American Soclety and personal, correspondence and have been unable

to find anyone willing, let alone able, to do 1t,

My experience, which has now extended to 26 years, is described in the ~
following article, published in the A.l.S.Bulletin of January 19d¢l, quoting from * wo
articles previously publighed in the Review,..

. .First from the April 1977 issue of the Raviau(tha Journal of the Soclety of

Japanese Irises, Editori- Mr,W.E.Ouweneel RR31, Box 206,
TERRE HAUTE, In. 4?&13}

' My pond is a small artificlal one, lylng in a ravine that runs East and West, with
the dam at the West end., It was bullt originally to hold water for Farm Stock and had
a maximum depth of about 3 feet., Over the years, leaves from my trees and silt from
a noelghbor's field have accumulated in, the ravine reducing the size of my pond and
depositing about 18. inches of muck in the bottom,.

The flrst planting of Japanese Irls was made at the foot of the dam, practlically
at the level of the water... For each plant a hole was dug, about the sige of a
bushel basket and filled with muck, stooped out of the pond. The planting was
successful and whenever the pond dried up during a few dry 'Falls', the bed was
extended across the dam and along the North side of the pond. A terrace was first
constructed about 3 feet wide... & inches above the water, A trench 2 feet wide and
a spade deep Was then dug into the terrace and filled with muck. Flante were placed
2 feet, center to center,

BEvantually the terrace held about 80 plants.... Almost 5.11 of them are still
there...ss. the oldest.. 18 years... the newest .., 10 years.... They have never been
divided... They have been used as stock for divislons but that has not reduced their
increoase noticeably.. Flants near the open water are so cleose that one can barely
step between them dnd the water. Many are now 20 inches or more 1ln diameter and

produce 20 or more bloom stalks a.nnua.’ll:,r. Hust of the plants are in full sun all day.

The muck is black and plastic--- 'gooey' being the commop, Honﬁlar word for it.
When divislons are dug the first etep in cleanlng them ls to' squeeze'the soil off the
roots, Purdue University reports the muck to, contain 300 pounds of Phosphate and 235
pounds of Potash per acre, and a #H of 4,0, I can probably thank my neighbor for the
high fertlllzer content.

Visltors have frequently wondered at the success of my pond planting, bw(aca.rm;z
cont
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( cont) -
of the belief that under such condltions, they should not survive our Winters... I can
only point to the plants .and say that under these conditions they not only survive, but
love it. The pond freezes over every year, solld enough for skating, and at least
durlng several Winters has frozen solid into the muck.... One 'Fall', while the pond
level was low, I planted. one J.I. too far.out, when the level was restored, the plant
was’ surrounded with water, during the next few days 1t became frozen solid in ice...
It did not bncrease, but it did survive, Hg'pxparienea is confirmed by that of 'Ole
Melgaard of Trenton, NJ.' who reports that 'freezing the socggy soll' has never done
any harm here,

S0 the conclusion for '76 is that the plants around the pond need,,. no dividing
and s.. no fertilizing..... They just grow there naturally.,.... The only problem is.,
'waerds' they love it tood.....

And from thk OCetober 1977 igsie:-

The Winter of 1976-77 should settle for all time any question about the
hardineas of Japanese Iris in the Northern States and Southern Canada., In Terre Haute
we had three nights with minus 20degrees Fahrenhelt or lower, and at least a week of
@otinuous sub-zern nights, The ground was frozen 3 feet deep, No damage resulted
elther ln the beds, in clay infield conditions or inthe muck around the edge of the
pomd,

To bring tha above record up to 1983, I can only add that it has been more of
the same. =4 ; ' _

If any Member of the 9.8&]. Group has any explicit facts on elther side of the
question I Would be pleased to receive them or gee thes in later Mewibéttens,

My address is: Mr. W .E.Ouweneel, RR 31, Box 206, TERRE HAUTE, IN, E.S.A.

. 7803,

( 'No Lances 'are broken', Jjust a matter of differing ideas, L understand the two
gentlemen are in correspondence with'each other. I hope we will hear more about this
fascinating subject, which isi~ : =

" (1) Growing Japanege Iris in ordinary garden soll, with floodlng for aesthetic

reasons, as stated by Eberhard Schuster (July/83 N/L), who also goes on to
say that they are found in meadows, which are moist ln Spring in Japan,
China, Manchuria and Korea, _

(2) Japanese Tvi= growing in a pond, as Bill Ougeneel has described so vividly,
and about which he has been searching for somegne,,, 'wllling and ablef to
substantiate his growing methods, _ :

Wirite directly to Bill(address above) or send in to the NewsLetter, I can certalnly

support his method as I have stated in previcus artlcles, but one 1s not enough, =so
I do hope you wlll endeavour to'lend welght' to this very lnteresting project.)

Al WP oo

Thig NewsLetter is devoted to Sibertan-Iris, as much as has been possible.... to thls
end,I wrote to Currier McEwen. We have been printing his articles and reports for b
years, by kind permission of the Eiitor of the 'Siberian Iris' U.S.A. Hembers have
written of how interestling and informative his accounts are, so by 'popular request’
as it were... Currier has kindly taken time, im his very busy schedule, to write the
following clear and instructive'notes' for us: We thank him most slncerely.

'Notes on Siberlan Iriges' ° - Currler MeEwen.,

Siberian Irises fall into two dlstinct -groups,.., those with 28 somatic chromosomes
and those with 40, The former are far more commorly seen in gardens and sre somewhat
larger and more lmpressive, but the L4O-chromosome nnes are charming also.

In recent years Tetraploid forms with double the number of chromosomes have
become avallabtle for both groups... These tend to be larger and have richer colors than
the diploids and, because of thelr flrm substance, most have falls which flare outward
in an attractive way, although the more traditional form with gracefully arched falls
nre ejually lovely. .

Culture of the 28-chromosome cultivars is quite simple..,. They do best, of course
in gond garden loam, but have no fussy demands as to soll and grow well in Eiight}y
acid to slightly alkallne soll They are planted deeper than the bearded T=intn FEEEt]

g
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the crowns 1} to 2 inches below the surface, A Spring feeding with a genersl purpose
fertllizer, planty of molsture and mood cultivation will glve ru'lta.rda of improved
blooms, ... but they also thrive on neglect.,

Siberians .f the 4O-chrombsome groap are gomewhat more demanding and require a
slightly acid soil mnd eareful attentlon to watering... Inided the primary requirement
of both groups is for molsture, untll they are thoroughly established,., After that they
withstand drought as well as any perennials.

If plants have been recelved from a distance,it is well to soak the roote
overnight in water befors planting.

Siberlans can be damaged by the Iris 'borer’' 1n the Unlted States, but I am
:EE;:I ti::t this 1s not a probiem in the U.K. They are exceptionally free of diseases

P'B Bs

Joan Trevithlick has msked that I menthon some cultivars which I belleve will
grow well in Great Britain. This is easily done, because any of the 28-chromosome
group.. or Tetraplolds derived from them... should do well.,,.. Of my own introductions,
I am especially fond of 'Sally Kerlin' and 'Marllyn Holmes' among inexpensive blue
ones... 'Fourfold White', 'Little White' and 'Polly Dodge' mmong inexpensive whiteos
and reds, "Butter and Sugar' 1s a unique yellow amoena... Among the newer ones and
hence, more expensive ones, I like u'pec.'l.ally 'Lady of quality', 'Harpswell Hage' and
'Dear Delght'(a darliing!) in 1light blue.,.. 'Harpewell Hallelujah' and 'Orville Fay'
in medium and 'Dark Circle' and 'Viclet Joy' in dark blue-violet.., 'Ruffled Velvet®,
'"Teal Velvet', ‘Shirley Pope'and 'Ruffles Plus' in purple.... 'Silver Eige' and 'Dear
Dianne'in ‘edged blue-violet... 'Ewen’,- 'Reddy Mald' and "Hubbard' in red..... 'Creme
Chantilly' ard 'Harpswell Happiness' in white,.... 'Lavendsx Beunty'is a marvellous
'repeat Hoomer' ln lavender plnk,

Amomg cultivars of other hraeders,, one thinks first of Hnrjcry Brummitt's
outstanding 'Anniversary' and 'Limeheart' in white, and 'Cambridge’' and 'Dreaming
Spires' in blue.... Jennifer Hewltt's 'Clee Hills' also 1s lovely as are many of the
late Mr. Hutchlnsnn B: i

Other outstanding American introductions are'McCGarvey's'Egd' and 'Superege' in
bBlue, 'Wing on Wing" in white amd 'Augury' and 'Maggi Smith' in lavender-pink., As well
as many from Steve Varner and Melrose Gardens.....

Newer on the American scene are excellent introductlons of Bee Warburton,
Harley Briscoe, Julius Wadekamper and Robert Hollingworth..... all of these cultlvars
are available through Borbaleta gardens.

Excellent Siberlans are also now appearing throl.gh the efforts of Eckard
Berlin and Tomas Tanberg in Cermany.

Leading growers of 40 ::hromgun:n Siberians are Dorls Hansford-Horris in
England ard Jaan Hitt in the United States,

* I aleo have introduced a few... I put out a 1list of my own introductlons of
Sibarian and Japanese Irises each Spring, which I will gladly send to any who may wish
‘t.f:r sea 1t..., I shlp plants to England with no difficulty, although Postal Ratez for
Ovarseas Adirmall have become troublesomely highes.ees

( Currier has kindly enclosed his up-to-date 1list, so if you want to know more
please write in ard I will sand you a copy (s,a.e.). If you would like to white
directly to him, hle address ls:-

= Currier McEwen, M.D.
South Harpswell, MAINE 04079, U.S.A."

He has also written a very interesting book 'Siberian Irlses', which you can
obtaln from Mr, Jullus Wadekamper,
10078, 154th Avenue,
Elk River, MN., 55330. U.S.A.

Price 7 dollars inclusive postage and handlings.

I found Barclays Bank very helpfil when I sent for mine, without g_'iving awey
trade secrets... I hope.,., It is a delightful book and has beautiful
plctures, which help in this never ending search for ldentification.

Once agaln thank you very much indeed Currier.)
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Somg thouvghts on Iriges. ‘ : Ben Hager,

Over the years there las boen less advancemedt in the beardless Iris in Burope
and America than haa happened with the bearded Iris.,, There nre several reasoms for
thls,.. The beardlcas Iris have been overshadoved-by the great leaps from the old to the
'modern forms that the bearded Iris have taken, due to the early discovery of Tetraploidy

in this sectlon) fewer benrdless Irls were grown for this reason, thus less work had
been done by breeders towards any dreams of improvenent thelr imagination might have
envisloned, The time perlod in which the man-handled development of Iris bhs taken
place, is a mere B0 plus years of this century. On the other hand, Mother Nature has
worked, for many millenln, toward, what her ldeas of what an Irls should be, ard the
resulys achieved have come closé to an 'exact science'.... Colors, fragrance and form
that wlll please a bee, and adjustments in plant growth that will satisfy the narrow
ecological niches,,. We,., the human element, have had quite different ideas... Colors,
ete,, that are pleasing to bees have little attraction for our romantic eyes and, belng
Lravell lng creatures,,, WE want the Irls to go with us and grow where WE decide WE
vant them to grow,... We have not been altogether successful in these attempts, but we
have won a more than partial vietory over Mother Nature.... for the time belng.

But.., ecan Mother Nature really lose any battle? Consldering the seemingly
real deslre of the Hupan Bace to wipe iiself off the face of the Earth .,., elther by
over-multiplication or by less macabre methods,.. such as the Atomic Bomb... if we do
not succeed in taking nll other forms of 1ife with us.... Mother Nature will be right
Gzck in there, reducing Irls to the least tommon denomination necessary for survival...
without multiplicatlon.ecssss _

Facing the other direction.... will we come 10 a time in Iris development when
there seems to be nothlng else that can improve the Iris in our eyes and we become hored
with 1t all 77?7 Divery gehération brings us close to that pronouncement from some source,
bubt 1t hes'nt come even near to thls happening, let us hope that 1t is the far distant
Fotures ., Or HeVeresss '

Japanese Iris have bsen grown and selected, when not deliberately bred, for over
300 years... Sometimes 1t seens that evrything that could be developed from this Irls
has alreaiy happened... Hundreds of clones bave been grown, named and enjoyed by hosts
of gardeners. Perhaps '‘f we courld oboerve all of the many varlui.es that there are, or
have been,we would “ind close resembilancdés hetween some of tha cultlvars, but 1t is
unlikely that many fo us wlll see but a very few of them, so each one we see has
dlstinction and often appeal.... In the Western World, whera fewer of these extravagent
beautles have been grown, the excitement increases with each new creatlon we encounter,
Ovetj ‘An Japan, from all reports, where the grand display of these Iris is more common,
the appreciation of thelr intricacieca has not lessened.

Probably the greatest lnnovation 1s the Tetraploidy in the chromosomes of the
Japanese Irls accomplished by Currier MeBEwen , I understand that Dr Hirao has been
worizlng along the same 1lines in Japan.,. Gardeners will be disappointed in those
presently avallable, but breeders should take aserious, though , not exclusive, interest
in this new directlon... Tetraploidy will not revolutionize Japanese Iris, as it did
4Ne Trll Bearded Irls, but the cless with it's outsize flowers could use the extra sub-
stance and vigor btrought by the doubled chromosomes, 1f thls does not destroy the grace
and elegance of the flowers, but 1t is too soon to make that sort of Iata.tement.. e i
up to the breeders and solectors, to find the grace and elegmnce ln thelr productlons.
However, the gardener and the connolsseur should both beware....... These I;is with
thelr new genetlec structure will present a different personality and possibllity of a
new direction in the beauty of the JapaneselrisIt should not be approachéé with 'Firm
ideas of what shpuld be' in advance of the revelation, to be later regretted when other
gardeners, who do not'know' that they are supposed to be that 'way', have responded
wlthenthusiasm, money from their pockets and a new sense of thelr own superioty in
recognizing a good thlng when they saw 1t,....

The bast way to refute the traditlonist or the conservative connoisseur wlth
his layers of prejudlce and determined resistance to amything ':stlcally new in hin
field, is to turn a bunch of enthuslastie, but novice Irisarians loose in a well-stocked
fleld and obzerve thelr cholces of favorites... Primarily thelr lnterest will be
attracted by COLOR,.. Secondly, but pertinently, they will delight in large size,

»uffling and even laced petal edges,... because it is new and not like the plalEi.nld?r
cont
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varieties that they are casually mccustomed to,. They will not ever, give any
nttentlon to bud-count, branchlng, balance or any of the nicetles that we fanatics
insist on..., That sort of thing fmlls into the realm of an obligation that the
breeder must realize 1s his obligation.The breeder must breed for the buds and
branchimg also for the novices, whether they know that they want such features or not,
Some day they may learn about these things. If provided with it while they are still
in their innocence, they will not look back on the breeder with scorn, because he
neglected to glve them a full product to begin with,... The beauty of the flower,
however, 1n all 1t's aspects, will remaln the novlces own cholce, Still at this polnt,
unless they tend towards the 'superlor' type mentality.. Color will remaln their
interest amd slze of flowers, wider petals, and by now, number of buds. All the things
that bring larger quantities of color to the display, will be the considerations that
influence thelr cholces.... For we must not forget that we are working with garden
pPlants, and the purpose of garden flowers is to furnish color in the garden.... the
more the better... Larmer flowers, wider petals, buds and branching are the things
that glve us more color, It is usually only later that we start to appreclate the
smnall er-flowered types... Show benches may bring fascinations o the 'hobby initiate’
and may introduce Iris to many who might otherwise not get a chance to see them, but
the Iris is primarily a garden plant and we should not forget it.. even though we grow
them in rows, rather than in the landscape.., Let us not follow the example of
Daffodil fanciers, whose only interest in a new varlety is 'how it looks In a Show',
&ima.tﬂing the garden effect entirely......

: The Slberians have also been introduced into, some will say infected by..
Tetraploidy and by the same hand,, Currler McEwan, and sgaln the earlier introductlions
were not as satisfactiry, in form, as we would have wished, but succeeding generations
have rapldly 'caught up' to what we consider the modern form.,, rounded petmls with
compact structered flowers., Of course the subatance and size of both plant and flower
has been substantially increased, culnrs fuller and a velvety texture more prominent,
'Dark Clrcle', 'Dear Delight' and 'Ruffled Velvet', all McEwen introductions, are
good mnpleu of Tetraploid Slberlians that have mﬂ'

It 1s legitimate to consider the introduction of Tetraploldy as the most
important step in the development of Siberian Irls since the orlzlnal crosses were
made of the Specles., In my opinion, 1t is'nt..... mgaln the difference is not as
dramatlec as 1t was in the Tall Bemrded, nor are the Tetraplolds as likely to
completely eclipse the Diplold forms... Tetraploidy will be useful in our search for
new Siberian Iris.. The real revolutlon happened with +the advent of yellow petal
color, in a group that hitherto showed no signs of that color, except in signal areas,
which ape lnherited separately from petal color,. We must turn again to Chrrier McEwen
with our congratulatlons,., 'Butter and Sugar' ls the varlety mand i1t's falls are true
yellow,.thls color really holds... strangely, the backgrounds of the yellow color 1s
mostly blue, The parents of 'Butter and Sugar' are... 'Floating Island (Cambridge x
unknown) X ‘'Dreaming Yellow' (Dreaming Spires x unknown)., Another Iris which shows
some yellow ln the falss, and produces yellow fall-color when crossed with '"Butter and
Sugar' 1s 'Star Cluster' (Cambridge x Swank)... Of course, all of these blues go
back to 'White Swirl'... but throogh the'blue'ecolor.

Also revolutlonary, but more predictable, are the clear plnks achleved hy
Nilliam MeGarvey... 'Augury' (for us a consistent rose-pink) and 'Pink Haze' (a clear
pink), both dressed in colors that have not bean even closely approached in Siberlan
Iris before... The color range in Japanese and Siberian Irises is quite limited.. any
new color ls rapturously welcomed., Fortunate we are, when these new colors arrive in
the form of eritically fine Iris.... Yellow has been introduced in a Japanese type Iris
but by way of a completely sterile eross of I.Pseudacorus by a white Japanese Iris...
80 much for that innovation...The varlety of the yellow Japonese Hybrid that we grow
'Kimboshi', 1s, howeber, an interesting garden subject and grows well enough, when
established, but appears quite chloritic when 1t begins it's Spring growth.

Spuria and Loulslana Irls have a wider range of Color at the Specles level
it 1ls to be expected thet the progeny should be pretty well endowed wlth color varla-
tion,.. Inclded, Loulsiana Iris have as extenslve a range of colors as the Tall Bearded
with one actual extenslon.. Red.. This 1s the only section 1n the Iris Genus that can
boast a true red color.,. The base colors of Loulsiana Specles are:- Blue, violet,
white and brick-red,with a yellow form of the latter. From such a base almost any
color can be achieved... The Spurla Specles are basically:- Blue, violet, ”"““(E‘&%ﬂ
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yellow,.. lacklng an approach to red.., The colors 1m Spurias have oome ws olose as
wine-red or brown-ved and orchid tones, but ne red or clean pink.., Most other colors
are represen‘beﬂ ineluding true brown, whichis thiz section's most individual
contribution,  Browh should evnntually laaﬂ to reds, but the wine-reds hava gane into
clear,’ deep purpléa.

We'know a lot about Spuria Iris , but there is much we do not know... There
has been no cytologlcal investigatlun of these Irises... There is an elaborate number
of Species in' this one section, ranging from Bwarfs to very tall, latge flowered
Species and we know the' GhrﬂMGSDME ‘dount of every Specles that has been colleeted and
ETOWM, o & Mast of the gardan yfe& ‘have also been counted., Yet.., and this ls &
curious paraﬂax..'. we do not' tHe ploldy of any Spuria Species or Hybrid, In other
words, 'we do not' know 1f they are ﬁiplaiﬁa y or'Af part are Diploids and some are -
Triploids or Tatrapiolﬂs or whatever,... dithout the eytological work needed with the
Spurias, we do not even know the relatiorship between the Specles... However, a
recently published: book, lumps the 44 chromosome Spurias as subspecies of Iris Spurla,
a 22 chromosome Species)'hrd that 1s, .on the face of it, redlculous.. and including
the 38 thromoscome Iris Maritima as a subspecies of Iris Spurla, just does not make
sense in any direction... If the 44 chromosome Spuria Specles are Diploids, it would
seem that at our present state of knowledge, there could only be a distant relationship
If they are Tetraploids, then they could be natural Tetraploids from the doubling of
Iris ?puria, and precedence for giving specification to both 1s established in the
example of the Tetraploid Iris Pumlla, which is the form derlived from the Diplaid Iria
Attita., ' According to cytological 'proof,.. bar JRib it

. . These critisisms are minor, however, compared to what the author tries tn do
in the section on Bearded Iris... The attempt to rﬁ-eutahlish the complete misnomer’
'‘German Iris" for the Tall Bearded eannot be excused on the grounds of Lgnﬂraﬂﬂei
considering the work that has been done in recent years on thla gection of the Genus.
Linnacus aannot be blamed for hig lack of knowledge (he was a very busy man) since the
pertinent polhts that in his cholee of a 44 cHromosome Hybrid to use as the type
Spaciaa for Bearded Iris, were discovered much later... More investigation (for which
he, unloubtedly, did not have the time) would have enlightened him on the fact that,
Iris Germanica is very nearly sterile (even in Mediterranean climates) and is unable
to reproduce 1ltself, sexually, as a2 good Species should... Certainly none of our
present gardeh Tall Bearded Iris can be traced back to Iris Germanica,...

: Louigiana Iris have the widest range of any Iris, cultirally, ., These Iris
will grow well ip shallow gtanllmg water the year around or in the garden with the
moigture needs of Annuals.,. 1f the soll is acid, which is essential, but easily
mansged. in alkaline soils by the addltlon of sulpher Both Louisisnas and Spuria
Iriges have proven hardiness 1n Northern gardens in this country, where temperatures
fall well below zero degrees Fahrenheit in the Winter months, but where the Summer
temperatures rlse into the B0 to 100 degrees range. Tetraploidy has been introduced
in the Lpuisiana Iris, though, as yet, limitedly, and it holds great promise for the
for the future, but afalﬂ. nnt tb the elimination of the Diploids... or not fnr a long
tifig o comg, =

Al of the Iris in~hhe fau@ Eaarﬂheaa gectlons discussedkequire acid Eﬂila,
except the Spurias... I continue to be amazed when I find recommendations by growers,.
o well in acld solls! Southern and Central California, where Spurlas grow most
luxuriantly, the soll and the water with which we irrigate is defbnitely alkaline., It
is poesible that I.8purla (Euhharbata} and I.Maritima, the natives of Europe, grow
naturally in acld soils, but the majority of the wild forms from the Near-East
certalnly grow in the alkaline conditions that usually result from low rainfall....ln
fact. unbelievably, all the wAy Intn'sal;na condltiond, it is reported, The name of
I.Halophylla ‘actually means 'salt loving'. So I do suspect that additions of
dolomite to acld solls will improve the growth and flowering.of the modern Spuria
varlietles, since they are developed from the Near-East Species... Or, i& 1t that
Spurlas have a wlder tolerance of soil conditlons than we know?727
I hope to 1live long enough tn see some serlous breeding work with the two
closely related American Specles.. Iris Virginica and Iris Versicclor. These hold
great promise.as garden plants in wet acid conditdons, 'Kermislna' can produce
FOrgeous, E%erous clupps in the right conditions, The Iris Virginica 'Glant Blue'
has fnllage and flowers wven larger than . Pseudacorus and is spectacular. Bee
Warburton 1s beginning to work with these Irls, and the appearanca in Efﬂla-f%cggtj'he
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clones Gerald Darby and.Iris Virginica De Lux, ho;ﬁ_Prﬂmisa and should be an
inspiration to further activity, A few Hybrids between the two ean be fertile in spite
of the wide chromosome difference, but what will be produced is still in question.

I wo'nt go into dlscussion of 'Holden Clough', other than to repeat what I
have already said... 'If 'Holden Clough' sets seed{and we have cpen set seedlings of
1t growlng, which should bloom thls year) then it is a product of a cross between
Pseudacorus (unguestionably) and another Laevigata, perhaps - 'Virginica',.. If Iris
Foetidissima is the other parent then Foetidlssima must be re-examined, for it must
also belong to the Laevigata group; or there would be no fertility in the Hybt—id..,
Botanists might, save a lot of time,ln grouping closely related Iris into 'sectlons' if
they considered Hybrid crossing a more important source of information... However,
new crosses should be made and photographs or other first hand observations mades Do'nt
depend on old records of 'wide' erbosses, as thereis seldom any recorded proof other
than the report... The reputation of the breeder does'nt mean a thing,.. the Hybrid
itself must be examined for the certaln traits of both parentsd |

Due to the determined deep green color and the fact that it is evergreen, I
can possitly cq%ider that Iris Foetidissima 1s a contending parent of our Holden
Clough Seedling (Pseudacorus and Virglnica have yellow-green or light green follage
with us), but not as a contending parent with it's present status in the Genus.

NMtempting to hand-pollinate Holden Clough to establish fertility patterns,
may take many, many hands.. From a 30 feet, two year old row (it is a weed here) we
collected just over 30 seeds (mostly one seed to a pod) of which § germinated......

(Thank you Ben for such a comprehansive, interesting and informative plece of work.
we are very grateful to you. I think you can put me down as just about 'Gne of your
noviees', but add a few 'aah's' to the comments, I most certainly do not look wlith
"sohrn' on the breeders, their work 1s far too valuable... I feel that your generous
account will go a long way in helping Members to appreciate and understand, growlng
Irises. Our Typist, who ls'also'a, Npvice, but Honorary, hopes you will forgive any
shortcomings, .. JuT4), : ,
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Reglonal Report fox the West Midlands, Jennifer Hewitt.

The West Midlands Group's Show was held on the 11th June 1983 at Cleeton St.
Mary, but unfortunately, due to the late season, there were very few entries in the
class for Iris Sibiriea Hyhbids, Cy Bartlett won with spikes of ‘Apfelbllithe’', 'Clee
Hills' and two Hewitt seedlings., Harry Foster's entry of two spikes of 'Cool Spring!
plus 'Emoeror' and an unknown Sibiriea, probably a seedling, was second and four
splkes of 'My Love' gained third place for Marilyn Howells,

Cy also won the class for a vase contalning 5 spikes of Species Irises and he
ineluded two Spurias I.Sogdiana ard 1.Halophils, the only Spurias to appear at the
Show, Other beardless Irises in his exhibit were 1.PSeudacorus var,Bastardil and Ixls
Setosa, and Harry Foster, second again, showed L.Versicolor var Kermesina.

One of the best classes, however, was that for bemrdless Iris Hybrlds, other
than Siblricas and all three successful entrants showed Pacific Coast Hybrids...

John Taylor's seeilings of the Hargraves strain was first and one, MN3/B was awarded

a Seedling Commendatbon.. We are coming to expect the rich colours from this breeding.
The MM3/B is deep yellow with red-brown veining on the falls, probably from Innominata
treeding, Maureen Foster was second with seedlings, Plus two named varieties, imported
from Ameriea and bred by Joe Ghint 'Councilman' and 'Pescaderc', which 1s a lovely
deep velvety-purple, I was third using mainly ‘Broadleigh' named varietles.

The only other B.I.8. Seedling Commendation to be given to a beardless Iris
want to a Sibirica seedling of Cy Bartlett's,. C/MO1, a medium violet-blue of a good
shape with green hafts... Pacific Coast Irises and Slblricas, both featured in quite
a number of flower arrangements,...

Came B W e
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Rexiona) Report for the Zast. Jack Venner,

I am stlll contlnulng my search for the newer Sibiricas, which will grow well
in my gapden,. Fartlcularly good wine-reds and paler blues. Last year Sibirlca 'Orville
Fay' and 'Blue Peunant' flowered exceptionally well, as did 'Yankee Consul' and 'Snow
Bounty'. I have yet to see 'Navy Brass' flower.

Ben Hager's 'Swank' was a real beauty, with it's dazzlling btlue flowers. The
earliest. flowering Sibirica 1s 'Lavender Light', it has masses of 'butterfly-type'
flowers, very beautiful...

If posslble, I hope to bte able to visit the Barly Show at Moulton, Northampton,
and send Brett Tressler baat wighes for a most successful day....

———— R R o

R 5 . ' Adrian Whittaker,

Most of the Sibirlcas have been dlsappolnting th!.u year (1983), dHeather
patterns are an obvious major factor, but I am not too sure that the prime cause
may not be my cultural methods... also the fallure to observe the old rule of 'crop
rﬂtﬂtlﬂnilol

Looking back to our arrival here in 1970, when the Sibiricas were hurriedly
planted in mid-winter, in vimgin geomed, with little fertilizer, followed by the
magnificent bank of blue flowers the next June... I begin to wonder., The dlsplay has.
never been excelled and the same patch has been used continuously since then......
Perhaps, when the plants are due for aplitting and replanting, a new home should be
sought mach tlme,..

The growth of the plants with known Emntmcj in thelr beckground, continue
to be mach bettar than the 'normals'... even though they may not show obvious
remontant behaviour... It may well be that these plants will prc:-va to be superior
garden variestles because of thelr vigorous hablt...

Some of my 28 chromosome seedlings appear to resent the alknllnﬂ soil,
particularly those derlved from 'Cambridge'... I think there ls a good case for
growing from seed, 1f you have the patience, since the best of the survivore are
obviously adaptrd well to the local conditlions,and can be used for further breeding.

Invesklgating *Hydroponies',in a limited way, has produced a good root system
on both Spurias ard Loulsianas... Some rhizomes which had beed 1ifted and were without
root growth (late Sept.) were placed in shallow plastic seed trays,filled with gravel
and small pebbles. The rhizomes were placed on the top of the gravel mix and watered
with a weak nutrlent solution daily, allowing the excess to drain away lnto a surroun-
Alng tray. In an unheated greenhouse, a strong root system developed, within a month
ready for replantim;. i

I am very pleased to join the Committee of the Group, As you know my maln
Interest is in Spurias... I am quite willing to act as a 'clearinz housse' for -
information ete. and hope I ean be of service.....

—— R R o

The Group Libpary.

: Coples of the following American Publications are ohta.inahle frum the Hon,
Librarian:- * Mps. J.Hewitt, 'Haygarth', Cleeton St Mary, Cleobury Mortimer.
. Kidderminster, Worcs.

NewsLetter of the Spuria Iris Soclsty. :

Review of the Soclety for Japanese Iriaas.

Journals of the Sibverian Iris,

The Genus Iris.... subsection Sibiricae.,. B.I.S.

Alphabetical Table & Cultivation Guide to the Species. 3.I.S.

Feasa include Pnatage when requesting items....
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The Seed Distribution > L e by

. Packets are priced at _ip_ uﬂlasa ot.harwisa statarl.. Fleass enclose a stamped
addressed envelope when applying. Stamps sent in payment will be qulte alright. In
some cases seeds marked with * are in very short supply, so please send your orders in
early and include onelor two auhstitutas..,..

ﬁEﬁﬂ_ﬂléﬁRiEEﬁhmlﬂiiiﬁgiu
Mr, David Brevithick, 86a, CGrantham Ftr:raﬂ. Hadcliffahcm-Trent NG'ITIHGH;'EH

. t . | | ; ) NG12 2HY,
Sectlon Laevigatae :
I.Laevigata (hlue) I,Pseudacorus (deep yellow) I. Pseudacurus{ﬁqamrﬂ 1)
I.Pgeulacorus 'Sulphur Queen' var, Bastardii. (pale y21loj)

I.Pseudacorus 'Golden Queen' var. Superba
I.Pseudacorus 'E, Turninaeed' ; g
I.Verglcolor,
I.Versileclor Kermisina.

es Kaenpferl (B o .
I.Kagmoferl (Ensata) Ruby-Red,

aEEiEE Tg;Ea‘hﬂ&g- I f
I.. Sctosa.* T.8etosa (blue-violet)*

Series Sibirlea '
I,3ibirica, I.9ibirica (mixed), s

I.Eihirica "Nba' '‘Marcus Perry' '"Orville Fay'#
I.Milsonl * b=

Ser ggs Chrysograrhes.

I.Chrysographes Rubella,*
I.Forrestl Remontant.*

Avridion.
I.Kerneriana.*
Series Bpurlpei-
I.Spuria 'Violet Bloomfield.

I.Sintensl *

The following, because of thelr tatety and scarcety are all 1§2  per packet.,

l.Ensata 'Dunkelvicletter Salnt' *#
Series Spurlae
I.58puria 'Vishenka' pod parent x unknown (ex Russian Wild),»
I.Spuria Light purple-yellow pod parent x unknown (ex Russian Wild),*
I.9puria Tan yellow pod parent X unknown (ex Russlan Wild).*
I. Spuria Ivory-yellow (1like Orientalis) pod parent x unknown (ex Russian Wild)¥

Re I.Spuria 'VISHENKA'... raised by Mrs. Eunice Frenklel, from seed (Oct. 83).

About 6 or 7 years ago some seeds were handed to me by Anne Blanco White as
having been collected from the wild by Professor Rodlonenko somewhere on the Turco/
Russlan border,,, I'nursed' these (through the drought years) and eventually planted
out the resultant seedlings in the only space I had aveilable, which was not a very
sultable posltion... One clump flowered in 1979, but as I was on holiday at the tinme,
I did not actually see the flower... I was told it was 'Brown'.. I think! Another

clump flowered in 1980, This appears to me to be the usual white and yellow
'Orientalis' type,

In 1981 the 'Brown' flowered agaln. To give it a more accurate descriptlion, it
has burgundy staniar -. it's falls are burgundy streaked bright yellow, (Both
standards ar® falls are on the narrow slde) The spike was 4ft. tall, and bore 4
gmallish flaowers.

In 1981 another spike produced a very attractive wide-petalled,pale lavender
tlue flower, with yellow markings on the falls (two larger flowers only on the spiked®
and in 1983 a tan/yellow flowering splke appeared, (ses note).

In 1982 the burgundy-coloured clump produced two splkes, one of which I took
to the 1982 Skow.... (It was greatly admired, if I may say Bunice Ed,)

T suspect that the burgundy flower does not produce pollen, (cont.)
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These seedlings have now produced a very mixed-up clump, whith I hesithte to dig up
and attempt to separate,... I was persuaded, to name and reglster the burgundy-coloured
one, and I shose the name 'VISHENKA'... which is an approximate Angliclsed rendering
of the Russian for 'Little Cherry'.
'Note'. some doubt has been thrown' on the 'wild' origin of the lavender-yellow
flowers... 1t being very llke one called 'Mrs Tait'.

(Thank you Bunice for your detalled expanation, and the seeds which you kindly sent,Bd)
——— RN oo

#] .
Mike McCarthy or F1t/Lt. M.McCarthy to be torrewt, ls coming back to England in
Hay. Ve look forward to hearing from you Mike, and hope that you will find some nice
s0il in which to grow your Irises...

Marlene Ahlburg already has her seed sowlng in progress, some in the fridge, and
some alresdy growing under lamps... every sucess Marlene.... Bk ik R

‘Marion Wood is very busy turning her pond, which has sprung a leak, into a bog
garden,., hard work, you will agree.... I hope you will have time to write and tell
us about it when you have finished.... ' =

Eberhard Schuster, who has kindly sent another batch of seeds for the SeédDist.

ls very busy also with hls séed ‘sowlng programme, He hag asked for one oe two items
in the "Members Wants' column, If you send to himyemember a Green Label (for Botanlcal
Purposes) ls required.

Hﬂrﬂ Dr Iﬂur news ln July-'iljlltllI
: e MHEE NS oL
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INGOUE_AIP_EXFENDTVAF,_AQOQUIT_FOR THF YEAR BNDR) 3ist PISBEIR 1985,

9,2.83, Newsletter and Postage 29 ."Subscriptions 75.
20,7.83, ditto 26.97 Donations ... . .. 4,96
, Surplus .5.93 ‘Feuis &.Flants 10,24 -
i N/L'e unsold .. ‘11,70
61, 90, 61.90.

Ea e S @ R N EE BE AR R E R B B R AR e E s R B EE SRR AR AR AR R R A PR R E R

BALANCE SHEET as at 3lst DECEMBER 1983

£ | ' e I s b

Accumulated Fund 58,82 Interest = 1,84°
Surplus for Year 5.93 Cash in Bank hs,21
' ' .. N/L's in 'stock 11,70

58,75 ' . 58,75

Total Cash in Bank & 47.05

,..1..--.--tai...:..lilonllilIlmlillllltll!l!illilIllIlllllllillllllllllli!llliltltllll

. Flease Hﬂtﬂ,.--nn-;- wmﬂ WT w---t 2
In order to keep the Subscription rate at the present level, it is lmportagt that
Subscriptions are paid AT THE END OF JUNE. The interest helps to keep down the '
running costs, together with the sale of plants and seeds... To Members who kindly
sond’ a donatlon, our sincere thanks..,.., I am sure that it is an oversight when Subs.
are not pald, so where they are overdue, you will find a slip atta,chadl to this _I'ffI.-.

Do not forget, that after THREE reminders, you will not be receiving your
Newsletter, There is a form at the back for you to, just sign your name and show the
amount you are sending.... Thank you.... (cont.)
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Gapi% of Alex Back's original NewsLetter printed in 19?6 are avallables-
The cost’ is 20p. plus 12%p, pcs‘t.a.ﬂ;e.

Coples of orevious HaHeLattarE are also H.\rﬂ.ibﬂ.blﬂl-'r
The .cost is 30p.: plus 124 postage.

The address to send your Subscripton and for these NewsLetters isi-
Mrs, Joan Trevithick,
86a, Grantham Road, HﬂECLIFFE%DHvTHIHT NOTTINGHAM , NG12 2HY,

Flease exclude the title of Hon, Treasurer from the addresSeiessss . . oL -
Make cheques e’c.c. payable to 8.54&J .Group, B.I.S. Please.

RN e

The Group's Officers,
Chaloman, s ossseesses MET Venner, 'Raven's Croft, 120 St, Osyth Rd. LITTLE ﬁLﬁl’JTﬂN.
ESSEX.
Vice-Chalrman....... Mrs, H.M, Goodwin, %2, Tycehurst Hill, LOUGHTON. ESSEX.
Hon, Secty/Treas.....Mrs, Joan Trevithick, B86a, Grantham Road, RADCLIFFE-ON-TRENT.
NOTTINGNAM. NG12 ZHY,
Hon, N_jL Eiltor.ees, AR saraevi BN ADGY®, s ssvarssansnen

Hon. Seed Diet, Offr. Mr David Trevithick, B86a, Grantham Rbad, RADELIFFE-ON-TRENT.
NOTTINGHAM. NG1Z Z2HY.
Hon, Librarian..,...., Mrs, J.Hewltt, 'Haygarth’, ,Cleeton St. Wary, CLEOBURY MORTIMER.
\ KIDDERMINSTER. WORCS.
Spuria Representative, Mr, A.R.Whittaker, "'"hestnuta , Hilden Way, LI'ITLETGN
" WINCHESTER. HANTS.'

If you would like to get in touch with your Regional Representative thelr names and
addresses, 1f not already shown, are:-

Eastern Aren......s Mr.Jack Venner, (who'ls alsoc the Show Secretary) addrasa above,

North Western Area... Mrs. Ruth Conley, 17, Udale Close, AINSDALE, SOUTHIORT. LANCS.

Southern Area...... Mr, ddrlan Whittaker... address as above,

West Mldland Area.. Mrs, Jennifer Hewltt... address as above,

-

Ligt of Members. -
British Iglest= S I L

Mr. J.Ashford, 15,FPark Street, NAIRN,.IV 124 FL, Scotlandiy

Mrs. A.Blanco White, 72, South H111 park, LONDON. NW3 28N,

Miss H.C.Butcher, 20, Tleehurst Ad., Forest Hill, LONDON. SE23 2IJ.

Mr. G.E.Cassidy J.P. 67, Bushwood Rd, KEN. Surrey.

Mr, W.Christopher, 'SarrattMill' d&sttage, SARRATT. RICKMANSWORTH. Herts,
Ms. A.Cadeaxa, 1%, Tunstall Terrace, SILKWORTH. Sunderland, Tyne & Wear. SR 31 HH,
Mr. & Mrs. D.Conley, 17, Udale Close, AINSDALE. SOUTHFORT. Lancs.

Prof., D.A.Dixon, 'Sea Birches', 6, Nicholas Ave. WHITBURN. Co. Durham,
Mr., R.J.Donnung, 9%, Earlsfield Rd. LONDON, &W18 3DF,

Mrs H.M.Goodwin (VIce Chmn,), 42, Tycehurst Hill, LOUGHTON. Essex,

Mr.& Mrs, H.Foster, 56, Darren Vies, CRICKHOWELL. ROWYS. N.Wales, NFB 1DS.

'!"IrE..E.Frenkiel? 11, Aotherfield Redi: CARSHALTON, Surrey... . .
Mrs, J.CGrouts 'The iJ!.]_lows v 5 ‘th:kle_w,r Ave, HﬂDﬂLIFFE—DH-rTH"‘NI‘ DIGTTINGHEM.

Mrs. M,Hand, 49 @olborn Street, NOTIFINGHAM. O RO 2 R
Mrs. D.Hansford Morrls, 'THé Little'House, 58, Oakiey St. BaTle \Fiew,SHREHSBURI.EhmP.
Mrs. J.Hewitt (Librarian). 'Haygarth', Cleeten SE Mary, CLEOBURY MORTIMER.
<~ — KIDDERMINSTER. Worcs.

Mrs M.Howells, 'The OLd Corn Mill', Ingwardine Lﬂne,Fn'ﬂL{}w KIDDERMINSTER. Wmﬁr y

' N oL
Wr,V.H.Humphrey, 8,Howbeck Rd. ARNOLD. NOTTINGHAM. NG5 BAD,
Mr.H.R.Jeffs, 'Natfleld Nurseries', Crab Hill Lane, S.Nuffield, -REDHILL. Surrey.
Mr. F.l.L.Knowles, 11,Garth Road, SEVENOAKS: Kent. p
Mr.D.J.Larner,17. Yorke Way, HAMBLE, SOUTHAMPTON. S03 SLB. . ..
Mr, A.8.Leng, The Pheasantry, Godington lane, ASHFORD. KENT.



o

F/@t1.B.McCarthy, 22, Lockington Crescent, STOWMARKET. Euffalk
Mr, E.Meakin, School Lane, HALAM. Notts. : Y A L
Mr, H.Morris, 'Blng House Nursery', Rearsby Rd. GADDESBY. LEIGESTER.
Migs P.M Dlver. 'The Garden House', Angley Park,CRANBROOK. Kent., TH17 2PN.

Mrs W.Owen, 'Acton Plgot', ACTON BURNELL, EHHEHEBURY. Salop.
Mr, M.Peach, 59, Ch annel Close, HESTON., MIDDLESEX Tw5 OPJ.
Mrs, A Iﬁggin, Flat! 5, Oyprus Lodge, Cyprus Road, NOTTINGHAM.
Mrs,I.Radford, 54, Repton, Road, W EST BRIDGFORD, HG'ITIHGH&I'I;
Miss N.K. "icoprs, ‘Larrah Gmt‘crﬂge + 58, .Bmmarset- Rd., NIW BARNET HERTS.
Mr. .Smith. 35, hhhey Aoad, WEET MOORS, Dorset. BH22 QAX.
Migs B, M;8hazland, 'Broad U‘iew , Farnborough Common. FARNBOROUGH. Kent.
Mrs G Tﬁllap;, 35 Canonbury FPark South, LONDON N1, 2JH. . .
Mr, J.D.Taylor, 'Saltwood', Fomsewa hve. MDHEEGN-IN*H&?EH. Glos.
Mr, D.A.Tevithick (Seed Dist. for.{ B86a, Grantham Rd, AADCLIFFE-ON-TRENT. NOTTINGHAM

HGlE ZHY,

lirs, G.J.Trevighick (Hon. Secty/Treas.) as abeve, Sl o ldE

Mrs. M,TUbbs, 9, Lingfleld, Rd, Himblaﬂcm Common, TONDON, N1, 2JH, .. . . .............
M, J JWenner {Ghairman & qhow Hep ) Raveu 5 cruft' iza Et Dsyth Rd, LITTLE ﬂLﬁETDH

"""" s o Easex;
lrs P.Harburg. 'South Hayes', Yarnells Hill, OEFGHD. 0X2 GBG.
Mrs, G.Yatkins, 9, Sherbourne Rd, WEST BRIDGFORD. NOTTINGHAM.
Mr, A.E.Whittaker(Spuria Specialist), 'Chestnuts', Hilden Way,LITTLETON. WINGHEASTER
1 Hﬂ.ﬂtE-

Mrs., EMise, 197, The Parkway, IVER HEATH. Bucks.
Mr, H.Milson, 'Dalehesd', 100, Blackburn Rd. CHORLEY. Lancs. FRS B[],
Dr, Marion Wood, 132, Arkwrights, HARLOW, Essex. CM20 4LZ,
Dr. R.I.Woods, 8, Copplce Avenue, GREAT SHELFORD. CAMBRIDGE. CB2 54Q,

Overseas ! :

Fran M.Ahlburg, 3171, Rotgesbuttel, HOHES FHLD, 22, West Germany.

Herr E.Berlin, 795, Blberach/Riss, MARKTPLATZ 5 Mest Germany.

Dr, T.Tambetg, 1000, BEALIN 45 Zimmerstrasse 3, West Germany.

Mr, Akira Horinaka, 3-9, Tanimachi, 6 Chome Minima-Ku, OSAKA., Japan.
DR.R.H.Egli, Avenue de sully 67, ch 1814, La-Tour-de-Pollz, Switzerland,

Dr, D.Koza, 1171, East Idaho fivenue, Saint Faul, MINNESOTA, 55106, U.S.A.
Mr., Ben. R.Hager, 309, South Pest Road, STOCKTON. CALIFORNIA, §52-6 U.S.A.
Mr, W.\A.La Bach, 3006 Ash Grove Plke, NICHOLASVILLE, KENTUCKY. %0356 U.S.A.
Mr. T.Nottle, 57, Walker Street, STIRLING. 5152, South Australia,

Mr, P.Rlchardson 78,Thackeray Steeet, UPFER HUIT. New Zealand.
Hrs'?'ﬁé+é;'11"Fiéﬂerick St. 'CARTERTON. North 'I&land) New'Zealand;''' ~+
Herr E.Schuster, Pogt Gadebehn 2711 AUGUSTENHOF. D.D.E, East G{.rmany

Contacts in Societles,
Pregident of the B.I.S. Mre A.Blanco WHite, 72, South Hill Park, LONDON N«3 25N.
Secretary of the B.I.S3. Mr, G.E.Cassidy J.P., 67, Bushwood Rd, KEW, Surrey.

Secty. 8f Speclies Group. Prof. M.E.A.Bowley, *‘Brook Orchard', GRAFFHAM,
liear PETWORTH Surrey.

TAitor of Spuria Iris Socty Helen A.Grier, 4671, Palm Avenue, YORBA LINDA Ci 92686

U.3.A. (714) 777-3886 . U.S.A.
Biiter 'Siberian Iris' Mrs, H.L. Eﬁwarﬁs. 235, Koehl S5t. Massapequa Park.
U.5.4., NEW YOnK. 11762, U.S.A.

Editor 'Havipw,ggc for

Japanese Irig' U,5.48. Mr. W.Ouweneel;, R.R. 31 Dox 206 THRRE HAUTE, INDIANA,
| ) L7803 U.S8.A.
Contepet in Kent Group Mrs Mary Tubbs, Hon. Becty. 9, Lingfleld Rd.
Wimbledon Common LONDON, W1 2JH,
Editor of Mercian Group Mrs. Elleen Wise, 197, The Parkway, IVER HEATH, IgEﬁk
' h UCKS,.

o B T
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Mombers Hints and Wrinides. -

This is a new uaqtluﬂ, int!mducaﬂ 80 tha.t. ldeas can be passed on, I know from my
own experience’ that gardeners are very inventive, infact I have never ceased to be
nmmaged at the uses to which many items, which would be regarded as waste, are put to...
To st the 1 rolli will give you m esent 'waste saver',,...

nﬁ t%ttlaa. plﬁi-ticulaﬂ?r 1&1-5';'9 1e£cspn:dn bottles are usumlly thrown away...
remove the ca.p. then, with a sharp blade, carefully cut in two..,. the top half becomes
a mini-cloche for tender plémta in the Winter, anchored with two small sticks, through
the hole at the tcp. The bottom becomes a plant holder, or pot, if a hole is'drilled '

through 1t..., Yol will probably have discovered something 1lke this for yourself.,.
and plenty more as well... Please write in and tell us of your favourites,.... Bd,

———— R R o aae

lembers Sales and Wapts.
lllillliiillllllllqll-'llQll-IIlll---'liill!l.lll|'|.lll-li|llllnllll.'lIlilllli'll.'!-!ll
Name ‘Bales 3 Wants,
LR O T O O B R I e O T I R R R T T
Eberhard Schuster, P 1.Ensath (Kaempferi)
Post Gadebehn, 2711 AUGUSTENHOF. ' '"Variegata',
D.D.R. East Germany. I.Laevigata 'Atropurpurea'
¢ do *Benikiren’
do 'Colchesterl’
dao "Variegata'
do 'Monstrosa'
da 'Mottled Beauty'
do '"Mragumo'
do ‘Niagara'
do 'Perfield Beauty'
do 'Regal *
do 'Zambesl’

Some of these varleties of Ilaevigata are not stocked by
Nurserymen any more, H:,r hope 1f that they may be found growlng in
p;nrﬁnns. e as

I R R R R N R N N O N N N NN NN NN

Aterthouzhts.

hs 1 said thls is a very lomg stLetiar, I hope you will enjoy reading it...... —

May I ask you please, if you write in fot the July N/L; will you make the 20 th June
the deadline,

I try to l{ceép-‘a. check on corregt addresses, wlll you please write In if anything 1s
wrong, also will you add your Post Code Number,

We are still investigating I.Mirza Citronella farthe Species Group, do'nt forget if
you have a plant and it flowers, we waht a deserintion of it's form and how it
grows with you, .Unfortunately the one I had years a~n.. dled.,.. but I have learned
a lot about Irises since then.., I hope my present Imtch ~f anr lln-s will be
flowering soon.’

You may have notlced I have sald very little about the weather, an overseas Member
likes to hear about it.... Well I'm sorry...: I hud ne sooner sald "what ' a mild
Spring we were having' last year than we became 'a frozen wasteland', averythi:r WaS
frosted.... HNot too bad this year... to date.sevees. J.T.
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Members Sales apd Wants.

*Flease will you send a 12%p. stamp with your request......
Name and Address Sales Wants,

Ililllt-lllillllqiilil!tlunllllilll|ililqi-l'll.-i-uollggo|1|iil||.|||.|||'p4.¢|;||.||
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W t 0 .
I wish to PHrChﬂBB the fDllGHinE Nﬁ“ﬂLﬂtter5i|-1lt|-!l-slniinlictnllr.l-gli.l.
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To Mr. David Trevithick, 86a Crantham Ad, RADCLIFFE~-ON-TRENT. NOTTINGHAM.
I wish to purchase the following seeds.
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To the Treas/Sectyi- Mrs, Joan Trevithick, 86a, Grantham Rd, RADCLIFFE-ON-TRENT
NOTTIRGHAM,
Hﬁrewith my Subﬂcrlptiﬂn fﬂr iﬁajfaullllllll'iiilllll!l'lll*"'l

AYTEATS s s s s s b a s s b s s sa s uasas 58 haassasnns
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My Name and address is:-
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