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THE SIBE'lOr.N! Sl'URIA Mill JAPANESE I RIS G'lOUP 
of ihe BRITISH IRIS SOCIETY . 

THE AIMS AND OBJ!x)TS OF THE GROUP . 

1. Communication between MemOers 1n G~eat Brit ain and Overseas. 

2. Ameana of exchanging ideas, plants and seeds etc • • 

3 . To ass&st l:!eginners 1n ~rowlng I risel'> and to offer help wl th probl ems . 

4 . To report on Hybrldlr;atlon. 

The GrQup's Officers . 

Chairman ...••..•.••. • Mr. J .Venner, t ~aven ' s Croft ', 120, st . Oayth Rd . LITTLE CLI\CTON. 
ESSEX 0016 9NY . 

Vice-Chairman •••• •• •• Mrs. H. M.Goodwin, 1~21 Tycchurst Hill, LOUGH'I'ON. ESSEX. 

Hon. Socty/Treas... . . Mrs . J oan Trev! thick, 86a, Grantha!TI Rd . 'lb\OCLIFFE-ON-TRENT . 
NOTTINGHAM . NG12 2HY. 

Hon NIL . &Htor ••.••• ---------- as above -----------------

Hon. Seed Dlstbn. Offr. Mr. Dav1d Trevlthlck-----. address as above ----------

Hon. Librarian •.• • ••• Mrs . J.Hewitt, ' Haygarth' , Cleaton St . Mary, CLEOBURY MDRTlMER. 
KIDDEilMINSTER . liORCS. 

SpurIa Representative . Mr. !\.E .tlhIttaker, 'Chestnuts ', Hllden ~ray, LITTI.ETON . 
,i I NOHESTER . Hr.NTS . 

Regional RepresentatIves. 

Eastern !\r ea ••••••. Mr. Jack Venne~-- address as above-------

NQrth '1 esterD I\rea. .. Hrs. t:tuth Conley, 17, Wale Close, AINSDALE. SOl1l'HFORT .LI\NCS. 

Southern (l.rea, • ••• . •. Mr. MrIan Whittaker, ' Chestnuts ' , Hilden Way, LI'ITLEl'ON. WINCHESTEfL 
HANTS. 

West Mldlaoo Area... Vacant. 

*Jack Venner is also the Show l1eporter. 

These Members have klndly offered their servi ces to be on hand in your area, to help you 
in any problems that you may have, and to report on the Irises they see. Also to write in 
about the entries and awarns at any Local Show. To date, Members have written in to say how 

valuable they have found the advice given, all helpln~ to promoie the browi ng of our 

lovely Irises more successfully •.. We thank our Ex'parts most sincerely ••• 
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EDITORIAL 
A Happ.v New Year to you all and many thank.s for all your good wishes .•• Here is a 

Poem for you, reprinted by kinrt permission of the Editor of the ' REVIZ~ for Japanese Irises USA. 

Iris Flowets (Mar¥ McNeil Fenellosa). 

My Mother let me go with her, 
(I ha<l been good all day) . 
To see the Iris flowers that bloom 
In gardens far aWay . 

',/ e walked and wRlk~ thro~h hedges ~reen , 
Through rics-fields empty still, 
To where we saw a garden gate 
Beneath the farthest hill. 

She pointed out the rows of 'flowers':­
I saw no plantErl things . 
But white a.nd purple butt erflies 
Tied down with silken strings . 

They strained aOO fluttered in the breeze 
So eager to be free: 
I bego;ed the man to let them go , 
But Mother l aughed at me . 

She said that they could never rise, 
Like birds, to h~ven so blue. 
But even mothers do not know 
Some things that chi l dren do. 

That night, the f l owers untied themselves 
and softly stole away, 
To fly in swnshine round my dreams 
Until the break of day ..• 

Poignant memories of my Iris Ensata (Kaempferi), which, having flowered for many years, 
disliked the very dry weather aOO did not f l ower at· All . ••• ah well: perhaps this year ••••• 

Now for news of the Group •. 0 • 

Congratulations an:1 3000 Wishes are due to the following Member s of our Group:-
To Margaret Owen and the Re.montant Group on receiving the Lindley Medal at the Great Autumn 

Show. (R.H .S.) 
To Hilda and Don Goodwin on bei ng awarded the Randa!l Trophy, which is given to the person or 

persons , who, during the year have made a valuable contribution to the B.LS. Shows, which 
may not have received recognition. 

To 'Cass' (G .Cassidy) who was awarded the first PhotogrAphic Trophy. 
To Nora Scopes on her appointment as Vice-President of the B.I.S. 
To Jennifer Hewitt who is now the ~itor of the B.I.S . Year Book. 
To.~rett TussIer who has taken on the task of Treasurer of the BoI.S. 

not forgetting Ray ~lilson who is now editing the Remontant News. Congratulations to all 
t-fembers who have receiven awards at the Shows thoughout the year •• • ~lell done •• , 0 

He welcome a new Member Mr. Len Rowdi~, who lives at Balderton nr. Newark. Len tells me 
that after some years of growi~ Chrysanthemums he has turnerl hi s attention to his other love, 
Irises. We hope he enjoys reading aur Newsletters Knd derives benefit from the infor mation ~hat 
Members are so generous in supplying. 

This issue has turned out to be a seed -sowers paradise, not reall y by design, I Can 
assure you ••• To those of you who have not only sent in your exper iences, but have also backed 
this up by sending in seed s ,., a big thank you., • We have printed the seed list on the last 
page for your convenience. The cost of seeds is now lOp. per packet imclusive of P&P, 

The stand at Bingham Fayre made a profit of £25. 0Bp. This enables us t o have a Facing 
Cover •• Also to print more leaflets for distribution. 

Keepi ng the subscripti on at 75p. until the 30th June 1985, has meant that we were not 
keeping up with rising prices, BO your Committee has decided that the subscription w11l be 

L1 per year, from July 1st. 1985. A sum which very many of you already contribute. 

More about the July Newsletter at the end of this issue. Happy Iris gardening. J.T. 
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CIlt,DMAN' S L=E!l. 

6ear Fellow Mwmbers. Looking back over 1984, the ~eneral impression seems t o be that 
it has been one of the latest Iris seasons for many years. Certalnly, with regard to the 
two D.I .S . June Shows • • • Late blooming accounts for fewer Slbirica exhibits than we had 
hoped for and there were no Spurla exhibits at all . Yet , it was pointed out t o me , that 
in the .lest Country. Sibiricas wer e unusually early in some gamens and bloDms were over 
before the early B.I .S .Show helrl 1n Northampton . Obvi ously, local weather co~litions 
strongly influence the flowering period .• It just goes to show how diverse climatic 
conditions are . . . even 1n such a small country as Great Britain. 

In my Essex gamen, beardless Irises performed wel l, the latest plant t o 
fl ower being the strange, pale- yellow Pseudacorus x Kaempferi hybrid ' KlMEOSHI' which 
bloomed in f~ugust . . . The Tall Bearileds put on a good show and their foliage kept in 
reasonably good comdition f or many weeks after flowering;- then the rains came •• . this 
brought on an attack of the ~readed bacter ial l eAf blight • .. According to my expermence 
beardless Irises are c ompletely unaffectoo by this ilisease , in factthey seem t o be 
resistant t o pests and disease and are generally trouble-free . It is not surprising that 
the newer f orms and varieties are dcserveilly getting more and more attention from 
Irisarians . 

~ e owe much to o ur Overse~s Members for the improvements made duri ng the last 
decade .. • Better flower form, better substance, longer flowering periods and such an 
extension of the colour range (especially with Spurias) .. We sincerely thank those 
Members who kindly send plants and seed s to this c ountry .• • 

I ask Members t o c ontinue to g ive their support by sending in articles f or 
the Newslett er , giving us their views and experiences .. In t his way we help our hard 
working Secretary/Treasurer and at the same time help each other, through communication 
a.m exchange of lnformation and ideas .• • 

Now that 198+ has -passed, I wish all our Members , Happy and Successful Iris 

growing for 1985 . Jack Venner (Hon. Chmn.) 

(Jack wrote this just before the snow came down, the worst they had had in years, 
we hO'PE there will not be t oo much damage, a.nO that he a.nc1 his wife Peggy manae;e 
to keep warm. J .T.) 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
r y Irises' Dr. Roderick viood s . 

:/ith snow c overing the p;arden , the children in bed, my wife marking french essays 
and no Vestern on Telt.vision •.• there is no excusp. f or putting off writing about my 
limited ~ttempts at growinR Irises for the S.S & J. Group .... 

I cannot re~ly say that Irises dominate my garden ~t ~ny se~son, but qult G a few 
do inhabit it, and flower profusely t o not ~t all .. . Our g:u-den is of sh6.-}ow. highly 
alkAline cl~yey soil (;~-{ A.7/)) over p;rey chalk in Shelford, close to where Sir Michael 
Foster grew his Irises . . (c~incidenta11y I also work in the Physiol~ical Laboratory 
which he founde~ in 1870). Unlbke Sir Michael's g~en however, ours is at the bottom 
of the hill and subject t o severe raniation frosts in May and June .... 10 deg . cent. in 
May is not unusil<U. 

H c h~ve a particularly l ow rainfall of under 50cm (20ins) in most years . May to 
September are often almost rainless , but I no irrigate in May ann June, if it is dry. 
These conditions conitions cle:u-ly suit some Irises ve ry well . I.Lutescens (chamaeir~s) 
forms have to be dug out by the barrowloail ann seedlings ru-e a pest . I.Foetidissima 
also seeds itself aroun~ vigor ously, but this is short- lived because of rBst, which also 
afflicts the l ocal wllrJ populatio n ..• 

I would certainly miss the '~eticulata' species in their season; an~ the Iris 
Latifolia forms from the Central Pyrenees, also the forms received indirectly f r om a 

gar<'1en in Tring , where they have grown f or at least 50 years, wh1c: h are dark navy-blue 
and pale grey- blue • . or Oxforrl anr'l Cambridge • . if that is how your mind works .. • 

However, the m:tjority of my Iri~es are Spurias ann Siberians •.• (\mongst the 1purias 
I .Kerneriana. must he."e · ~the best form ann number of fl owers per square foot of g round . 
'Belise' grows fast , flowers profusely and halos it' s flowers elep;antly •. • it looks 
very close t o the wild Turkish f orms . . . but I find the lamer flowered Spurias g r ow 

(cont . ) 
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rather slowly ann no not hold their fl owers nearl y so ·pleasantly ...• I do , however 
always welcome the solid yellow of ' Golden Lady ' and the intricate colours of 
'Connoisseur', ' Marylon Holloway ' and ' Driftwood ', •• I have hopes of enjoying Adrlan 

!,Jhl ttAker ' s fine seedling forms . 1'\.5 the pieces he gave t o: me and also the seedlings 
from his seed . are all growi ng a way well . I also have El. couple of short Spurias 
collected by a contact in Turkey, which might be useful in breeding when they have 
settled down ••• Incidently I have seen vigorous, healthy clumps of a yell ow and a pale 
Spuria,possibly 'Aurea' and ' Ochroleuc~ ' ( now Oriental ls) g r owing in abandoned 
gardens, inthe midst of couch amI lumps of concrete, which suggests they prefer lack 
of d i sturbance and f eeding , and possi bly fl ower bett er with root competition ••• 

My Siber ians ~e of two types: - Ones I have bought, which ~o not flower, and 
seedlings from the B.I. S. seed •• which do •.• Last Summer was one of my best years , with 
many seedlimgs flowering f or the first time along the rows of cordon appl es, which is 
where they were ' line~ out '. I am selecting plants to use in the main garden, based on 
col our, el egance and compati bility with the r emainder of the plants, moot of which are 
wild forms and are not formal l y arranged in flower beds .. A.mong the seedlings were 
several reds , blues am one white, all aoo'" 30~m<t2in.) tall with horizontal fal l s 
and satisfactoril y short l eaves ••• These s hould associate well with low and cr eeping 
plants ••• Among the taller ones with descending fRlls, I have noted a few good blues 
and non-fad i ng reO 5, with good branching. I doubt if any of these plants would meri t 
a visit to a show- bench, but that is not what I am selectins them for •• 

I also harl some seed with I . Chrysocraphes i n it' s parentage, from thi s some 
intrigui~ fl ower colours am markings have appeared . My favourite is about 7.5cm . 
(2ft.6in. )tall and has l ong- lasting, soft-looking fl owers . The falls , which are 
rel atively wide , hang almost vertically down, and the standatds are only just above 
horizontal . The gr ound col our is lavender-grey, but little of it shows under t he dense 
-purple lines coverinp; all parts of the f l owers, and merging to a purple area ~own the 
centre of the fall.. The signal -patch is yellow, under almost black lines ••• IN CASE 
WYONE III ATIRI\CTED BY THIS l'LIINT I AM SENDING IN ~ SEED LABELLED ' ex FLOPPY PlmPLE ' 

Regard i ng the growth of these seedlings, they are inevitably treated as apples 
in terms of spraying and fertilisers, because of where they grow ' along the cordon 
apples I ••• The 5011 is permanently top-d ressed with 8Omm. (3in.) of scots ·pine bark­
fibre •• Many of the Si berians finer roots are confined to the b:u-k- fibrc la.yer, and 
avoid the grey greasy stuff underneath •• as with many plants on this soil, I thi nk the 
deep, agerl am normally llnd i starbed mulch i s very important for their health ••• 
The Spurias, on the other hand ignore the fibre and revel in the solid soll beneath, I 
think that they need a ' ste-ppe ' or old pasture soil t o gi ve of their best ••.••• 

Perha-ps some more ex-perienced g r owers would like to comment??? also wham do you 
cut ~outs down????? Does it effect next years ' flowering???? 

Rederi ck goes on t o say that no I.Ensata seedlings have reached more than 61n. 
before Chlorosis has set in ••• no amount of (losing has saved them ••• 

(As these are all questi ons which Members will l ike to answer, they are repeated 
at the end of the NIL . Also seeds of I.Sibirica ' ex Floppy Purple ' are 1n the 
Seed Distr ibution . Thank you Rederick for your interesting account and also for 
the seeds . J .T.) 

Some Dates for your Diary ., 

19-20th February 
30th A pl- lst May 
1st June 
11th-12th June 

Note on Iris ' Mirza Citronella ' 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Early Spring (~eticulata) Show. 
Late Spring (Median) Show 
Early Summer Show Rt Moulton School Northampton. 
Late S wnmer Show 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

A seerlling of I . ~fi rza Citronell a ' fl owered in my garden this year , not at all 
like~orm I had years ago , more like Tomas Tamberr; descript i on of ' Mirza Dark Form ' 
Smokey- mauve in colour with a very tiny touch of yell ow on the falls , rather over­
shaoJowed by I . 6I\rrys~ra-phes Rubella growinr; nearby, but haunt ingly beaut i ful. J .T . 
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l\ Remembrance. 

Even as the July Newsletter was going to the Printers. telling you of 
llin Tallack ' s illness , on July 3rd, sadly she (Ued . Her passing 1s a great loss to us 
all. I Can only quote Eileen \115e writi~ in the ' Mercian ' (the Newsletter of the 
Mercia Group) :-

' Uln has been smiling at us for as long as I can remember, and I am sure that 
she can never be replaced 1n the B.I .S . She became lnvolved in the jobs that 
meant constant work. From 1969 to 1977 she was !1embership Secretary, until her 
health began to cause problems, ann later as Information Officer, she would 
spend man; hours on the B. I.S . Stand helping the general public to know Irises 
and recrul ling new Members , usi~ all her charm, friendliness and experience 
of Irises. 
Mrs . t.nne Blanco- lIhite gave an affectionate tribute to ,:in. at the private 
service held on July 9th, a kind gesture which will be appreciated by all of u~ 

My memories are of happiness when \11n was arounri , a..md we all join in sending her 
husband Gerard our most sincere sympathy . Offering any hel"p wc may be able to g ive in 
helping to maintain their lovel y F,arden, which is opened each year , f or the benifit of 
the Nursing Association . 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

Trevor Nottle ' s Letter from Australia. 

Trevor has teen extr emely busy promoting his book on ' Old Fashioned Roses ' , 
which has now been re-printe~ . I now have a copy • . . it opens up many new avenues, as 
well as containing some delightful Photographs and information •• Nottinghamsb~re is 
noted for it's roses , but ol d- fashi oned species are not easy to obtain, although the 
few I have grow well . 

I understand Trevor has also had a hand in a book containing information 
about Irises, but I am wRi tif'l/2: to hEar aoout that . 

He writes that his early dwarf Daffodils, Christmas Roses, Camel l ias and 
' For mosa ' are all flowering . 

I,l e sen!'1 you all Good wishes for 1985 Trevor. 

X XXXX XXXX XX XXX XXxxx 

Ectioes from the Past. 

In 1973 the ' Premier Firenze ' at the 'Concorso Internationale Del l ' Iris ' 
was ~ward ~dto the only Englishman ever t o attain this honour , either before that 
time or since , his name was Philip Hutchison and his Iris was the beautiful ' Dancer'Ss 
.Yill. ' whose parentage incl uded ' Rosy Vell ' , ' Dancifl(!; 'Waters ' and a Plicata seedling 
It is as popular to- nay as it was in 1959 , when it was first introduced . 

Sadly Fhllip died in 1978 , but his wid ow E1na, who lives in quiet retirement , 
recalls what a thrill it was to r eceive his teleg ram givins the news. Followed by 
the letters of co~ratulations from Dr. Peter I-Ieickmeister and the 6omm.ittee of the 
Concorso International, also from the President and Members of the B . I.S . 

'Dancer's Veil ' harl receiveO awards prior t o 1973, these included the B.LS. 
Bronze Medal in 1961 , a Silver and the Josephine tlomney Towndrow Trophy in 196" 
Highly commanded in 1965 and First Class Certific~te in 1971 , t~3ether with the 
'Premier Firenze ' what an excellent list of awards . 

Al though this w~s the highl ight of a l ong career in hybridizi ng, Fhllip had 
more successes to his n~c, quite a few of them in the Siberian and Spuria Groups. 
In 1957 the '1 . H.S . gave a n aw~ri I')f Ml3rit for his Sibirica 'Cllesmere ' (Caesar x 
Eric the 1ed ) ilescribed as violet with an overall flush of black velvet on the 
well r ounded falls , with t he c1 1stinction of very long rhul- black bra-cts, which wrap 
themqelves arouno the stem, at intervals , ~ivi~ a most striking effect ... I t is 
thought that this must come from I.S~uinAR , as ~Caesar ' is a descendent ... Other 
Siberian Hybrids include ' Notti ngham Lace ' ( 11 151ey ilHhite Sdlg . x Helen Astor 1959) , 
'Blue Mere' ( \lisley \lhite SdI@; . x Gatineau 19.59) , ' Purple Mere ' (Caesar x Gatineau 
1959), ' Violet Mere ' (Purple Mere x Blue Mere) which was Highly Commended in 1973, 
introduced i n 1962, violet with Pale blue style arms • .. 

Philip, who r etirerl in 1976 Rfter 35 years wlth Orpington Nurseries and 
Mrs . Morrell, also introduced two fine Spurias .. ' Ellison ' a nd 'Ticehurst :. 

Our Chairman Jack Vp-nner rembers ' Hutch ' , who was noted for his dry( t) 
con . 
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humour Ann quick wit . . (1 quote) . .. . 'On walking round the garden at 'r otham with 
Geraln Potter, during an Iris Season in the 60's, I particularly admired a hybrirl 
bearnless Iris. bel i eved to be a cross from I . Delavayl l ••• Phl11p asked me if I would 
like a. piece . I g ladly assented, but as it was a very hot clay , I askoo him ' when was 
the best t ime to have it ' ? . .• His qHlck reply was' when someone offers it t o you' Rnd 
procQeded to rHg up a lar~e clump, in full bloom .. Despite this, it transplanted safely 
and I still have it to-day . It has only flowered once here in our Essex garden, 50 I 
have now moved it to a sunnier, damper spot , 1n the hope that it will ~ive as good a 
display as when I saw it in Phllip ami Edna's garden ' . 

The sheer fact that these Iri ses are still around to-day, 20 years later, as 
mach arlmirod as ever, is a Memorial in itself to the dedicat i on and skil l of the l a t e 
Ph1l1p Hutch1son (Hutch) . 

Ve send our Good ilishes to Edna for a l O(lf; retirement, with many Happy 
~lemories . • 

Ed itor. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
'Anyone for Hybri~izing Spuri~s'??? 

by Floyd Hickenkamp, Arizona •• • \/i th ncknowlerl~ement to t he :&Ht or of the 
Sp)lI'ia Iris Society Newsletter . .. .. 

Eleanor McCown, in her article in the July 19&+ issue of the Bulletin, 
mentioned some goals which might be strived for in improving the Spuris$. , Since 

there are so few hybridizers involved with Spurias, and so much remains to be done, it 
is evident .that the fi elrl i'5 ..,ide open. PerhaPs g reater and more rapid advances ..,ould 
be made if there were more Spuria ' pollen-daubers' . I\fter all , many of the present 
popular cul tivars were develo~ by amateurs, as opposed to profctssional horticulturists 
a nd commercial growers , 

But, you may ask , how do I go about ~etermining which crosses t o make? . There 
1s no set answer • • I·'!any of the popular Spurias currently on the market are of unknown 
or only partially known parentage , and some are very likel y from bee-crosses." 
However, the crosses currently being made by the few active hybridizers, i . e . those 

who register their proposed intrOducti ons with the 6 ,I.S " mir,ht give the beginner an 
idea on where to start . Listed below are the 1984 registrations (basen on information 
available to Kay Nelson,A . I .S . ~egistrar as of 15th August 1984) tQGether with their 
ancestry where known" . 

' Arts Alive ' (Hager) is from two seedlings with simllar ancestry, involving ' Port of 
Call', ' Far~!i to', ' l.Hndfall ', ' Driftwood ' and ' 11arilyn Holloway ' (i tacIf a cross of 
'1I1n<lfall x • Port of Call ' ) . 

, Blue BUOtiryz.' (Nisworx<;er) . An unidentified F01:Euson Seedling x ' Crow l:l il'l6 ' was the 
pod PArent; the pollen parent is unknown, . Like wise the pollen parent of ' CrowtHng ' 
is unknown. 

'Concubine' (Ghio) . 'Prairie Shadows ' x ' Empathy' . Here again the pollen parent of 
'Prairie Bhali ows ' is not known. The ancestry of 'Empathy ' is well defined involving 
' Arbitrator'. 'Lyd ia Jane' , ' Pink Candles ' a.rn later offspri ng 'Urbane ' and ' La Send a ' • 

' Destination' (Hager). ' Eagle'x ' Forty Carats ', ' Elixir' is an ancestor of both 
parents; others involverl include ' Driftwooo ' , ' l;JindfFlll ' , ' Yellow Wiq;s ' and 'Gocil 
Nature' • 

'First Fruits ' (H~er) is a ' Media Luz ' seedlinr, by ' Red Clover ' , the latter 
tracing back to 'Driftwood ' and 'iHndfall ', among nthers , 

'Golden Springs' (I·light). ' Char True' i 'Forty Carats '. ' Char True's ' parents were 
' Two Opals ' x ' Monte~le' (both 40 or more years olrt) , while ' Forty Carat ' s ' grandpar­
ents were ' iHnnfall', ' Good Nature ' , ' Elixir ' anel ' Yellow IHngs '. 

'Imperial Sun'(McCown) , ' Ripe Wheat ' x a seedlil1R involving ' Archie Owen ' and an 
unic1entifled seedlirli{ . ' nipe Wheat .' ~ ' parents AXe not known. 

'Kaibqb Trail ' (Ulckenkamp) . 'Fergy ' s Poetry' x ' Proverb ', In this cross, knowledge 
of the p~l parent I s ancestry is completely lackinp. , aOlfl the pollen parent ' s parents 
are inidantified seedli~s , 

' LQve for Leila ' (Wlckenkarnp). ' l\da Perry' x a. seedli~ 
and 'Clarke Cosgrave', ' Ada Perry ' s ' parents were 'Chumasch 

whose parents were ' Proverb) 
Chief ' ann ' Red Oak ' .' 

(cont . ) 
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'Clarke Cosgrave's ' ped i gree incl udes "ilind fall ' , ' ror t of Call ' (twice) and ' Farollt6 ' 
Lookl~ back at the a bove nine exampl es It i s evident that almost any 

combi nat i on of parents , which will set seed , 1s capable of pr oducing above average 
seen.lings ; also that certain great parents such .6 ' Eaglf? ', ' Proverb ' and ' Forty 
' Carat s ' Can be oepended upon to prod uce interesting off springs . 

So •..• • . compete with the bees : Make some cr osses of your own and see wha t 
ha'pPl:lns • • •••• 

(Floyd has since written t o say that he has been comcentr atinG somewhat on the 
darker ones, since there are already 50 mamy yellows ann whites. One of hi s 1980 
crosses, a dark blue has cr eated some interest ••• His ' Son of Sun' is growing ver y 
well. 

His 'Kaibab Trail' is dark maroon red with gol d spo t on t he falls arrJ the parents 
8hpulr1 r efuF,;'j:"e;vi'(s p~ I·'><' l''('ovcrb cross .. .. . ' Lnve for Leila ' named after his 
Mother who is 93 years young i s a cross o ut of Ada Perry and McCown seed ling . 

Thank you F1.oyd f or the details you have sent, valuable information for all 
who hybridize Spurias. J . T. ) 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXlt 

' Crow Along With Curri er ' 

This is a new feature in which Curri er has ki ndly Blven us permi ssion t o 
reprint Chapt er s from his book 'Siberian Irises'. 

Handliry.c Seeds and Seeillings. 

Care. am Planting of Seed s ... ..... ..... .... ...... ... 
Pods are harvested when thoroughly ripe , care being taken that t hey are not l eft 

so long t hat they open and spill seeds . If a stalk 15 broken before the pod i s fully 
ripe, some of the seeds may I8;!11.ture if the stalk is pl aced in water, ahanged dall y , 
or even if l eft to dry in a sunny wi ndow. 

Harvested seeds may be pl anted outside i n the fall or stored for sprif'@ planting 
I n areas with mil d winters the seeds can be planted outdoors at once . However . in 
col d areas ne wly sprouted seedlings would be at serious r i sk during the winter , and 
therefore it is best not to plant the seed s outside until October or Nove mber t o 
ensure that ger mination will not occ ur until spri ng . •. Outside planting is done in a 
preparoo seei bed , such as a col <'1 frame or flats pl aced in a she1 tered spot . The 
seeds are planted sbout half an inch ( 1. 25 cm . ) deep, about one inch (2 . 5 cm.) apart 
in rows one to two inches (2. 5 to 5cm . ) apart . 

Many grower s mer ely scatter seeds in small flats or flower pots and cover with 
soil . A thick mulch is advisaOle in the North to pr event loss or mi xing of seeds from 
heaving of the soil rl ur.ng frost. 

(6urrier says he now has a stock of his Books available, direct f r om his address 
which i8: -

Currier McEwen, r~. n . 
South Harpswell. i·1AlNE 04079 . U. S .A. 

Price 7 noll ars inclusive ~ostage and Handling . 

I have made a few enquiries a t my local bank, and it would appear that at the 
moment the stand i ng char6e is £3. but a bulk order would reduce thi s . so if you 
are interested , pl ease l et me know. Joan Trevithick. ) 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

The B.I . S . Year Book 1983 had some beautiful Plates of the Crosses which are now 
being mane of I.Foetidissima, this caused a greA.t deal of interest amone; Members . 
I sought permissi o n of Prof . Bowley ann the Committee of the Species Croup of the 
B. I . S. and they have kiooly allowed us to reproduce t hese revised Species Notes 
from the April 1984 Bulletin. 

(ccnt) . 
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Foetirlissim~ (Revised Speci es Note) 
OriGinally classified by Dykes as a sub-section of the Apogon sectlon; then by 

Lawrence as a s ub-secti on of Section Spathula or the subgenus Iris ; by Rodlonenko as 
subgenus Xyri~ionl and by Mathew as Series Foetidissima of section Limnirls of Iris 
subgenus Limnlrls . 

Synonyms: Gla.c1~on Iri s; Glarlwyn Iri s; roast beef plant: coral I ris; beaded Iris. 
Dlstributionl Wild plants are found in Nort h Africa and northwa.l"rls to the heavy 

winter snow line of Europe; east from the British Isles at l east to Malta and again on 
the Chinese sirle of the Himalayas . 
Descri"ptlon: This plant is distinctive In being the only Iris to have ' berries' . 

though not the only member of the Iridaceae . 
Height 30 to 90 ems . Stem 30 ems . or more: slightly flattened in section and usuall y 
taller than the leaves: three or more leaves at intervals with flower branches at the 
n~es . Leaves 30 cms . or more in length: up to J cms. in width; evergreen , glossy and 
with fine longitudinal ribs; old leaves persist: when cr ushed there is t he 
characteristic odour which gives the plant its n?Jne . Fl ower 5- 7 cms. in diameter: 
up to three flowers on separate short , slender stems at each node: as usually 
described, the falls , about 5 cms . long anel 1. 5 cms . wi de , are a dull grey/lilac with 
conspicuously narker veining; the blade is separateil from the haft by a constriction: 
standards and styles are 2XJII golden brown; standards about J ems. long , narr owly 
obovate; styles about 2 cms . widenlnr, abruptly to about 1 cm . Crests small , deltoid: 
stigmas bifid with two sharp points. Filaments short , anthers long often projecti~ 
beyond the stigma; pollen cream coloured . Ovary trigonal with groove at each anGle 
and taperil'\g at both ends . Capsule rounded , tri Gonal, six r i bbed with short beak, 5 
cms . or more; hangi~ clear of the stem on slender branch. Seeds encased in globular 

' berry ' which is most usually scarl et, rarely creamy white; remain attached after pod 
has s·pli t open. 
2n~ 40 
Comments : The tendency for r,axdeoing writers to dismiss the fl owers of these 

plnnts as being of n~ligible f!;arden value MS led to neglect of the various colour 
colour forms of flowers and berries. There is a form with variegated l eaves which 
does not set seed as a rule in Britain ( although one pod occurred for certain 1n 
1983) while producing pods regularly in New Zealand . The writer was Given some of the 
latter, but the seeds had not rl evel aped • It is probable that any seedl ings would have 
plain leaves . Similarly. it appears that the white berried plants produce only red 
berried seedlings, but more information is needed . This plant seems only to be known 
from the Isle of Man at present . h yellow berried form has been reported from America 
but does not seem to be in cultivation and , Again , more information is needed . 

I\s to f l owers, there appear to be three main col our for ms- sI ate- buff, yel low and 
white . The white ones have slate coloured v~ins ; the yellow ones may again be 
divided into rur~ yellow, probably from North Africa, which Can be expected to breed 
true, and yellow with brown veining; the slate(buff form can give rise to pure blue 
seedlings, but these seem not to persist and none are known to be in cultivati on 
-'}.t pr"ll'>ent. 

Cultivation: This extremely tolerant plant wi l l grow almost anywhere from the sea 
side by way of chalk lands t o heavy clA,ys , but probably would not t ake kindly to acid 
heaths. I n Britain it accepts any site from shade t o full sun, but hotter c limates 
may mean that it should always 00 i n shc"l.ne or at least not exposed t o the s.\lnshine: 
~lternatively more consideration mi~ht be g iven to select ion of pl ants from places 
like North Africa . The other limit is defined by heavy, prolonged wimtcr snowfall: 
being an ever~reen which does most of it ' s ~rowing in the winter, this plant does 
not care to be blacke<i out for severFl.l im'portant months . 
Nor is it keen on beinr-; transplante(t and ma.y not f lower for a couple of years after 
moviOP::, when extrl't humus shouln be provinerl to encourage rooting . The best time is 
SPTi~ or early autumn anrl it sho uld never he broken into tiny pieces. Being a very 
slow growing plant , such pip-ces are difficult to re- establish . I\part from that , berry 
product ion is a function of light , f oorl a nd water , and seeds have a hip;h rate of 
germination with row:r;hl.v five years of flowering. Anyone disliking t he way that the 
stalks on the outslrle of a clump fall down , should read John C .Lane ' s article in the 
198, Year Book I the only wonrler is that they can stand up for FJ.ny time at all , Lut 
with a p?;ooo clump the leRves will support the inner stalks ann the others Can be cut 

(cont. ) 
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for winter f I owere . (Harvest when the pods are bq~innin~ to burst; wrap in plenty of 
newspaper and store in a cool, dry place until neened .) 
' Hvbrids' No hybrins are known for certain, but it is believed that it may be the 
pollen parent of I . Hol~cn Clough; work is in proeress to try and repeat t he cross and 
also to obtai n other hybrifls . ThA; flower stalk bears a strong resemblance to those of 
the Spuria Iri ses ann also shares with them the charac t er istic smell . 
'Toxicologv ' The plants contain a ~lycosir1e, lriilin, which is purgative and irritant. 
Berries should be kept away from children CI.(l(l care should be taken t o destroy plant s 
cleared from banks or <'litches if cattle or pigs graze the a r ea, since if they eat the 
dead or nyiw, material it can prove fatal. HerWists of old made use of the plant 
in me<'!icines . 
'Pests and Diseases ' The variegated form of this Iris seems, not surprisingly. to be 
prone to virus a t tack unrl.er some conditions , and <".ffected plants shoul'l be burnt . 
Leaves of ;:J.l plants may be invade<'! by a leaf miner, which proouces charact eri stic 
longit udinal tunnels and typical blips; the blips may be squt'"l.shed to kill the creature, 
leaves can be removen and burned , or (t suitable systemic insecticide Can be used . Any 
treatment shouln be repeated at le1'\.st for the second year . Deer will Graze the leaves 
rabbits will eat .young leaves , sometimes gnawing riGht down to t he rhizome; voles a r e 
partial to the young leaf ooses and the rhizomes and will l ine burrows with the 
t OUGher leaves . 

( Wi th apologies to Hembers of the Species Group for replt i tion. For members of the 
S . S&J Group who would like to join the Species Group, please cont act: -

Prof. M.Bowley , Brook Orcha:rrl, GMFFHAH, Petworth . Sl.lsscx. ) 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
Snme Seedlinrps . Jennifer Hewitt. 

The urge to sprea.d -poll en ar.0und , to see what will happen if one Iris is mated 
with an0ther, is s0mething thP..t gripped me a,lm0st as slIon as I joined the B. I . S ., go t 
my first Year R00k , and rea,j ~.rticles written by .. mthuslastic hybridisers whose 
enthusiasm was infectious . Nearly 20 years later the infection is, if anything 
strol'lF-er . InCleed, it is almllst irresistible but I am now le,q,rnlng that I have to 
resist it to some exbmt . As I contemplated 800- plus seedlil'\Ss, the results of 1983 ' 5 

cr0sses , I necicien that I must concentrate my efforts t owatds fewer ends. Only 32 pots 
of seen this year , instead nf ~~er 40 - well it's a start . Part of the pr oblem is t hat 
there is so much ptltential am0~ the 28- anel hO- chromosome Siberians, r .., got 
got interesten in the Laevir-atae (Ihoro I have .'Sorne viable seed of 1. ffieudacorus x 
I . Ensata) • anrl nOIiJ the Ensat;>~s (KB.emp€cri) are bp,ginning to intrigue me . Obviously I 
have ~ ' butterfly ' mind , o~ perhaps it woulel be more accurate t n call it a ' bee ' one: 

So hllw far Mve I gilt , in t erms of Iris ~!orlcl success? Not very far , but 
instA.nt sl.lccess is not to be expectp.(l a.nn I have been luckier than most people , in 
being q;iven i'\waI'fls for. one of the fir s t Slbiric?s I rais8il , ' Gl ee Hills '. Th0~h it ' s 
col our is not eyp.- catchillR it noes have a goo<i effect as a clump in the g~,rden , d ue to 
Hide falls which RICh no'Wnw,q,~s. Hany varieties of Iris Sibiric<'l., bo th d i ploi d an'l 
tetrllp1 0in , are Ilppearing , in which the fftlls (and sometimes the· standards too) flare 
horizontally f)r nearly S~, but I not ice that these , unless they ar3 short- s t emmed 
enough to be at the front of a planti~~ where the pl ants are seen from above , do ' not 
get much attF:mt i r:m f r 0m visitors . Flat flowers on a tall stem just are ' nt visible from 
a few feet away . 

Only one other 28-chromosome Sibirl ca has been naJ!led and that is red - purple, 
' Harlene Ahlbum '. Marlene clirl tl1e cross of ' Sparkling 1.ose ' x 'Polly Dodge' and sent 
me the seed: when I asked her to let this seed l ing beAr her name , I hac1 high hopes for 
it , but they camE! to nothiO('; . It is vigorous and free-floweri ne here and in some 
other g;u"(lens , Ilnn I QO not knmf of another Iris quite like it fdlr colour , but the 
shape is not too good anel it has only two boos per stem . Like so ma.ny Sibiri cas, it is 
a useful garden plant, but just does not have the qualities needed for awards , However 
it a..nrl it':,; sister seed lin,.,,; , which is redrler , are being used fo r brewing wi th other 
reds . This is one of the colour lines along which I am working; others are dark, 
velvety flowers an(l pa.le blues. I - m unablo to resist dabblin,r; in the ' pink ' pool but 
I am leaving the yellow one alone, tho~,,;h usinr, yel lows with other colours, largel y 
out of curiosity. Mixing yellow with pink, bll.le or purple ib a paintbox is onc thing , 

(cont . ) 
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Iris pl~mcnts are sOl'lethirv-; al sA ! Branching, bun c ount, form and Vi:"";0ur are, of cnurse 
hll"'hl-y important, whatever the colour. i?emontancy is proOObly the 6i~:lc characteristic 
on which I am concentratiIl(.!; most heavily anrl if I can p,ct sccdlirlt'";s Hhich a.re 
reliably remomtant here (1 am into the third generation, but none have rebloomed yet) 
!b!ll1 I'll start worrylrv; about colour, form etc. '.i hat is encourB6in,~ though , is that 
Currier M6Ewen' G remontant Si biricas anrl the olfler • My Love I arc now bOG!nning to 
perform as they ~hould in warmer ~ardens than this . If it happens that I breed the 
secrl l lnp:s a.nrl they rebloorn. in other ~ardens . I ' ll just have to grin and bear It . 

In 1983 I also register~ a numtler of I~O-chrcmosome hybricis . Those ha.rl not 
recel ved any awarrl- they have not yot boen put up f or judr.:lnl';- but offerln/; them for 
sale through the B.I . S . Plant Sales Scheme han v,iven a much Greater rosponse than I had 
anticipatG0 an(l as I wanted t o finri out how well they would transplant and perform in 
other ~a.T!'lens , I felt that if I namerl some which I hoped would do well it would be 
easier for the recipients t o keep track of them and l et me have reports . I am very 
grateful to those whe have rep~tad progress 50 far, and if only the Irises will fl ower 
~"hen I can get them tn a 13 .1.5. Show, I feel that some, at least, will not disgrace 
themselves (and me) , if they ~ fortunate enough t o gain entry to B.I . S . or R.H .S. 
trials. One , ' Cleeton Tiger' , had been a bounc i ng heal thy plant here, but not only cUd 
it apparently hate travel and refuse to l ive anywhere else, it also ' gave up the ghost ' 
here at hl~h speed . Of the others, I have some ~ood reports of ' Cloeton Cross ', 
' Clceton Moon ' (a nice pale yellow with violet-blue speckles). ancl ' Clceton Star burst , 
which is rather a strikil'l{!" br1p;ht red - purple with a brilliant~ yellow siGnal aoo qui to 
r,oo~ SUbstance . Both 'r-loon' am 'Rtarburst' produce some branched stems and havil up t o 
,+ buds. I hope to hear well of 'Cleeton Buff ' which, tho~h rather a sul.xlued colo)lr, 
flowers 80 freely that a good-sized clump makes a fine c arden rlisplay, and the same is 
true of ' Cleeton Fancy ', which is pale violet with lots of dcaper violet marki ngs. 
Further work is ~oifl6 on with this group; I hope for glearer, cleaner colours (and 
possibly some new ones) , alone or conbined to produce ~ttractive markifl6s, increased 
hranchirlR aru'l bun count on the taller stems (where there 1U"e only two buds, on shorter 
stems , the Iris will need to prorluce l ots of stems , every year) and better substance 
an(! n urabllity 1n flowers which must retR.in a. shape which has garden value . Flower 
size is also important and must be in proportion to the heic;ht of the stem. One seedlil18 
which flowered this year had a branch, and a nice bright yellow flower, much marked 
wi th bright navy blue, excellent substance, neat a.m smallish wl th lots of character­
but all this charm stuck up on top of a 44" beanpole of a stem . It . .has been croase:'! 
with two other plants and perhaps somewhere all the goon characters will come 
tQl1ether. I hope. Hell, hope is what it is all about, isn't it? 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

t1:e{{ional Report for the Bastern Counties. 

The Newer AmeriCan Spurla HYbrids . Jack Venner. 

Ha.ving acquired 12 of the Newer Spurias from I\merica in 198), I mentionerl in 
the July Newsletter that I hoped it woul(j be possible to fo!; lve an cncour~ing report on 
their performance rlurill€; the past season. Tryinr, out some of these nCHer hybrids was 
more or less experimental , or if you like a ~amble in Dritith conditions , as I 
~articularly rememOer that cRrlicr Amer ican Imports . into this country, ~rew well 
enoU[ifl , but f",..lled to flower; I recall that plants im portee'! by John Fother gil l about 
20 yoars ~o wereI'-Rep:b f~~ ... alfew years and finally Cliscarder1 for proclucins nothine but 
masses of leaves. 

It seems to be a different story nOH and I am pl eased to say that all the 
plants I obtained from ,\mericfl. are r,rowinc~ (some better than others) . All flowered last 
July . I hope they prove t o be regular bloomers , as they arc fascinating an0 stately 
'plants; at present I see no reason to be pessimistic 1:bout their future behaviour. 
fl lreariy I am prp.p."\.rinr-: a ' wa.nt~ ' list , ~s&i on inform~tion fron j\merican sources, that 
S~~p.st • . . even b~t~r plants Are being ~~P.rt with improv~nents of the kind that 
Irisnrians aPPr~iRte . I have , in the ~st , ~cnr.rally believen that the natural habit 
of most Spurlas is to be tall, with narrow-petalled flowers , looking fAr t oo small 
a.top 5 ' st~ms. The trp.n(ls shown by flmcricA.n hybri'URts (pro"ba1:l1y with T . D. ' s in 
mil'l<"1) is that they ~p. workinr, to improve branch1n;;; ao(l flower form, aml also to create 
rer'l uction in hein-ht .. t o p,i ve us a ranr;e of shorter pl::u1ts; at the sane time they are 
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1treerlint:; tall pl:ults , so v,uuR.bl p. fo't' "i:nclarroulYl pl.-.nting , which have much InrF,er, broMp.r 
flowers ... 

Here Is a b-r-ip;f nescrlptlon of the Spurl>l.R which flowered in my Essex ~arden in 1981.J. . 
'Adobe Sunr;et'(~cGown) ?Q . Rrows to a.bout IJo} ' , MS broail flowers, li~ht brown 1n colour with 
a (,;010 wash on the fal l s . My plant proriuced only one flo'lo(€1:." spike, 'but has increa sed ra.pir'l l y 
since flowering . 

' Fer-W's Poetrv '(Fer6uson 77) . I liked this very much, it had two f l owering spikes with 
many "OflP viol et f l oliers , a reddish tint and laI'F(9 yellow patches on the falls: it is 

increasing Hell. 
' Social Circle ' (Cor}.aw (9), had large,broM, frilly white f l owers t with yellow on the falls . 

He~~ht about J}' . Some of the stems were kinken, but I hope this is only a temporary fault. 
It is very vi~orous . 

' Pink Candles ' (Ferguson 69) . I hart one tall 4! ' spike on this variety. I should think that 
one needs to be hip,'hl,y l~lnltive to see any real pink in the flowers ••• The col our, which is 
iarkcr on the fA.lls, semaed to be A. mixture of (!,rey anO pale fawn •. • 

'Tiger Blues' (Hcr:::own 80) , is an interesting variety. My pl ant had a.n imposing f l ower spike 
about :}} ' tall. The heavily tailored flowers uerp. rather small when neHly opened, but they 
r;ra.duAl l y expanr'led to a. much ltu~er size. The colour '''as neep violet-purpl e with "brown l ines 
on the falls . The young fans have ~rown up so quickly that the plant could be regarded as 
evergreen. 

'Forty Camts'(Ferguson 71) . Only produced one fan a.nd a J' flow-er of ol3:epest golilp-n-yell ow-. 
No increase at all until long after the flower spike hail been removed. Now, I ampleased to say 
four heal thy new fans have appeared , 

' Protel3s ' CHap;er 69). I think this amo~ the best of the tall varieties. It had several bloom 
spikes about l1t ' carryi~ oieep bl ue f l owers, with almost white falls, heavily veined with blue j 
1 t looks really gra m in the cl umo. , • 

'Imperial Ruby ' (McCown 7)) . This one sulkeoi for some time, but it is now erowi~ well. It 
had two bl oom s p\lr-e'l about 1t ' hi gh, with red-violet floers that seemed to fade all too soon. 

'Looking Glass Eyes ' CNiswo~er 76). I shall be inter~sted to see what this l ooks like in a 
clump. l1y one 3 ' stem had a namber of firn sLlbstanceil flowers with horizontal f laring; , rather 
narrow fal l s. The col ours were a curioLls combination of s l ate- grey and very pale yellow. To 
some, they might appear anap.J'I'Iic-- even lifeless, but there ls somethil18 cool and restful about 
these strange flowers, that many Members might consi der a 'ppealing . I doubt ",hether there i s any 
other variety of Spuria quite like it: so far it is increasing very slowly. 

' leduood Supreme ' (Niswol1l{er 76) gave a ~ood display on )' stems. The flowers have dark brown 
standarils aM broad ora.r1Re-yellow falls, heavily ooged with dark brown. It is rather s imilar to 
the :ouch vaunted ' Custom Design ' (Hager 81) a variety I hope to acquire i n due COLlTse . 

'Empathy ' (Ghio 80) . I cannot comment on this one as the bl oom stalk was mysterioLlsly broken 
off ••• However it sounds interesti ng , being nescribed as greenish-tan with brown veining and 
light yellow signals . I hope for better luck with this next July ..• 

'IIa Crawforrl ' (Ha~er 76). The last and probably the best of the collection • .. It had fo ur 
fans, three of which flower~ on 3 ' stems . The flowers were cream with some yellow on the l ong, 
f larer" a..riI curved falls , that had c renulated edges . The several fl owers carae out a t the same 
time •• • or chid- l ike and ver y l ong las;t.i,llg. I wa.s so captiva.ted with this variety, that I 'began 1 . 

to imagine what a bed of them would l ook like .. , beaLltiful . • • Now comes the let-down! I have 
only one fan l eft ani! no s~ of any new i ncrese . 

I hope my descripti on of these Spuria Irises will inspire Members to consid er , t!'r:l9jJhflc 

them, arxl. also the hybrldisers will fim the information useful . I have sent in seeds tor the 
Seed Dist i bLltion , unfortLlnatel~, for thi s year they are mixed •.. next year I hope to have time 
to keep t hem se~arate ,. ~ou will,howcver,have a chance to grow several of these l ovely Spurias 
for a mO!'1est sum, 

Member s may be interested to know that in the R. H. S . ' The Garden ' Vol. 109 part 12 Dec . 
1984- there is an interestifl(l; articl e on the l/isley SpLlTiR. Trials by OLlr B. LS.President Anne 
Blanco Uhite . With the exception of ' Ila Crawford', the varieties dcscri'bect by Anne are 
rllfferent from those commented on above .• • 

Y.XXXXXJ[XXXXXXXXX 

l:lest t1id] a nd 3effional 3eOPtter 

\"I e have a vacancy for this position, as J ennifer Hewi tt has resigned. \I e wish her 'Well 
It\. her appointment as Editor of the E.LS . Year Book. If any l1ember feel s that they would 
I H:c to Report on Iri ses ~rown in their area, also on the S. S sad J . a.wards at Shows, will 
you please ~et in touch ... thank you.. . . Editor. 
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Rerional Re·port for the Southe"t'n Counties. 

Raising Spurias from Seed. Adrian Hhl ttaker. 
The C'wtho1 I use is the result of over A. decade of trial and nodlf!catlon . It 1s simple, 

gives satisfactory results for PlC, and will, I hop9, be of help to others. 
Those of you who have raised seerl of other Iris groups and garden perennials should have no 

trouble. The results are comparable with, say I T .B. seed and the nethod similar. 
Remcmbcrlnr. that, in the main, for the Spurias, seed wlll be scattered from the pods, 1n 

the wUn, !"luring Autumn/earlY tllmer, to lie on or. near the surface of the ground during a 
cold Hinter until th~ site becomes marsh-like in Spring ancl early SUJ'lmer, we have some i dea 
of the coOO1 tlons required 1. e . winter .;,'1111 followed by moist warm cam! tlons . 

The condition of the seen at planting is significant, in terms of time to germinate . . . ~ell 
ripened seed will normally take a. full year to break dormancy , therefore seoo other than your 
own shouhl be assumerl to be in this state, unless obviously very fresh ••• If you intend to 
raiso seed from your own plants , it is possible to save a year, in most cases, by planting 
stra.1~ht from the pod, whilst the seeds are stlll beie;e or pale green in colour • . • l'latch the 
poels carefully, untllthey start splitting at the tip, then open it up, remove the seeds and 
plant inu:ted iately . 

I have tric(l 'both puttinp; thF! seed outsine to overwinter and also chilling for several 
weeks in A. domestic frir'l~e A.t between 2-4 rlegr~es cent . . . I now, always overwinter outsine, 
since the resul tf'; appear r"actlonally better, maybe bp-cause the t emp'')rature 'cycles' rather 
than remaining c onstaot. 

Seerl can be plantoo, either io a prePared berl or pots - there are valid arguments for both 
meth<Y.1s . •. I ' ve settlP.d for pots, since they can be moved around, for example, into the shade 
if you Pia away on holirlay or into protection, if the ./inter is really severe and the seedlings 
still "I1JlA.l1. •• The price to pa,Y is the necessity to transpl.<U1t , which l..tth Spurias can be a 
little tricky. 

Seen Is planted t" deep in laIRe pots (or a 4 litre plastic ice-croam container, with draln 
holes cut in the base},about 1S sp-ads 'per pot is plenty since they have to remain in the pot 
for at least a 'y8aJ:: after p;erminating. 

After planting, cover with a thin layer of fine (t,ravel/ ~ri t to prevent disturb3.nce of the seerl 
by Hind and rain. I use 50/'50 s:=Inf;/peat mix .. . The pots AXe then placed 8~ainst a S . ,/est wall 
an~ kopt moist not wet at all times. If the seedlings ~ry sllghtly,at any stage , dormancy can 
set in, and everythinF, comes to a halt for a year . Pots soon dry out, so li~ht shade can be a 
good l~ea in a hot SUMmer . Once the seedlings gerninate, I give a half strength liquid feed 
every t~o weeks, until the onset of their first Nl nter. 

Mature SpQTlas generally transplant best in gept./Oct. i n my experienco, but if you have 
planted green seeds in the AutQmn you ml~ht expect ann see some ~erMinatlon t he following 
Spri~. Therefore, assuming at least a year in the pots, from germination, you have the choice 
of pla.ntlne; out the followif16 year in, say, t,prll or September. t.ny rlrying out of the seedlings 
during or after transplantation must be a.voided, so choose suitabl e weather conditions and keer 
a watch on them after transplanting. 

I would oxpect over S()!" r;ermination in !'lost cases . •. Look out for any small but steady 
growi~ seedlings, since these somet imes produce much better flowers than the 'galloping green 
giants'! Do not forp;et the labels at all stages .•. Uhen pla.nting out to the final spot or row, 
remember that Spurias,generally, no not enjoy a move .. • Do allow enoUbh room for each one to 
~evelop fully in it's chosen place. 

ht present, I a,.1TI tryi~ out Hydroponics as a means of speeding the Growth of seedlings, but 
altho~4h there i~ some improvement In the rate of growth, the resultant root systems are not 
really BeRl for normal soil culture, later on, as might "be expect8!l • •• It could be a. viable 
technique if you wish to Rrow the plants to maturity by this means, however. 

North ;1 est Begion. 

Good Luck in your seed e;rowillfS •.• 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

'de se~ congratulations to Ruth and Donaln Cooley who celebrAotoo their 60 th. I:eddinc 
Anniversary on the 19th. July 19~~, we wish them many more years of happin6ss . Unfortunately 
Rllth 5as had an accident since l.hen, we hope that she is well on the way to recovery by now, 
to be ready t o tend the Irises that they both love ... 

Happy garrlening to you both . God Bless . 



~ The GrouD Library. 

Copies of the folloeing American Publications are obtai~~ble from the Hon. Librarian' 
Mrs. J .Hewi tt, 'Hayp;arth'. Cl eeton S'f Mary, CLEDB1Iffi:Y f10':n' IMER. 

KIDDERllINSfER . Wore s . 
Newsletter of the Spuria Iris Society. 
~evlew of the Society for Japanese Irises . 
JOllrnals of the Siberian Iris. 
The Genus Iris ••• subsection Sibirlc'le .• • B. ! .S. 
Alphabetfcal Table and Cultivation Guide to the Species. B.! .S. 

Please in~l~e Postage when requesting items .••• 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
INCOME AND EXPE:mITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 

)~ . 59 . 
40 . 27. 

31st. DECE11BiJR 1911!> . 

16. 2. 1l!> . 
12.7 . elf. 
12. 7.1l!>. 

12.7.81. 

Newsletter and Postage 
ditto . 

Receipt Book and 
Seed envelopes 
Donation to B.l .S. 

Surplus 

BALANCE SHEET ~ at 31st. DECE11BE1l 1911!> . 

Accumulate04 Fund 
Surplus for year. 

5." 5. 
5. 

)7. 02 . 

120. )). 

,£ 

47. 05. 
)7 . 02. 

1l!> . 07 

Subscriptions 
Dona"tions. 
Seeds etc. 
JlU1e Show. 
BinghaJn Show. 
N/L's 

Interest 
Cash in Bank . 
N/L ' s 

;j; 
'<-9 . 50 . 
6 . 95. 

10 . 60 . 
14 . )0 . 
25. 08. 
1). 90 . 

120. )3 . 

£ 
) .14. 

67 .0). 
1). 90. 

Il!> . 07 . 

Total Cash in Bank £ 70 . 14 . 

'measurers Report . 
As a result of the "profit from the two Show Stands. we are nOH able to have a Facing Cover 

in common with quite a number of other Groups . Also more leaflets were neaJed . 
Prices have risen again, ! was astoundoo when I bOl..lE:ht a neif Receipt Book to find it had 

jumped from 84p ( 6 years ago) to £2 . 45p. Even then I h~l a j ob to find one. The same is so 
with seed envelopes, envelopes, paper ••. ohl everythl~. I hope you will not find the rise in 
the Subscription too much of a burden •.• I will do my best to givs'value for money ' . YO.!tt 
letters certainly suggest that you want to know more aocl more about these beautiful new Irises. 
1emember from the 1st J ul~ 1985 the Subscription will be £1. Thank you ••• 

xx XX xxxxxxxXXXXXJ(XXXXXXXXXX 

Back Numbers of tee N€wsletters. 

~:e have copies of "lex Back ' s Orig inal Newsletter 1976 avail able . .•• This is fast 
becoming an Historical Document;-

Price 20p. 'per cO'py pl us Postage . 

CO'pies of recent Newsletters ar available, but previous years are becominp; scarce , so 
if you would like to obtain any of them pl ease send in as soon as possible; 

Prics JOp. 'per copy plus Pos~e . 



LIST OF l-rEMBEt§. 

British Isles. 

\ J..) J 

Hr.P .JUlcry, 19Q, Halsall Rr!. ALDRIOCE. NI'. \1I'LSALL . WS9 0 OEG. 
nr. J .Ashford, 'IDJenvale' . Sand own Farm Lane, NAIRN. Scotland. 
Hrs . S.Blackett, )6, BoY.ley Drive, \IEST muocrow. NOTI'INGHAfL NG2 (GB. 
Mrs. A.Blanco ~Jhite, 72. South Hill Park, IDNOON. NW] 2SN. 
lUss H.C .Butcher, 20 Ticehurst RO . Forest Hi 11 LONOON. SE2] zrJ. 
r4r. G.E.Cassidy J.P. 6~, Bushwood '1<1. KBl. Surrey. 
fir . U .Christopher, 'Sarratt Mill Cottage' SARRATT . RICKHANSiofORl'H. Herts. 
Mr. & Mrs. D.Conley, 17, Udale Close,f,INSDJ\LE. SOUTHRJR'l' . Lancs . 
Prof. D.A.Dixon, 'Sea Birches', 6, Nicholas Ave. ~HITBmN . Co. Durham. 
Hr . "l.J.Dunning, 94, Earlsfield Rd. WNIDN. SlI18 JDP. 
rks. H.i1.Goodwln (Vlce-Chmn.) 42, Tycehurst Hill, LQU;HTON. Essex. 
rh'. & I1rs. H.Foster, 56, Darren View, CRICKHO'flELL. FOWYS. N.Uales. NPB lDS . 
r·lrs. E~Frenkiel, 11, o:tothe:.."f'ield Rd . C!'.RSl-{f,LTON. Surrey. 
Hrs. 11.Hand,'-l-9, Col born Street, NO'ITINGHAM. 
Mrs. D.Hansford ~1orris, ' The Little House', 58, Oakley st . , BELLE VIEH. SHRE}/SBI.mY. Salop. 
NI's. J .Hewltt. (Librarian) 'Haygarth', C1eeton S'f. i'iary , CLIDBURY MJRTHtER. KIDDERtUNSTER.,lorcs. 
IIrs. l1.Howells, 'The Old Corn flUI', Irlt.'twardine Lane, FA..>lliJW .KIDDE3JlINSTER l'lores. DY14 OLP. 
Ur. V.H.Hwnphrey, 8, Howbeck Rd., ARNOLD. NO'I"I'INGHAM. NG5 BAD. 
lir. H.n.Jeffs, ' Nutfield Nurseries', Crab Hill lane, S . Nutfield. REDHILL . Surrey. 
nr. F.I.L.Knowles, 11, Garth Roa.d, SEVENOJ\KS. Kent. 
Hr . D.J .Larner, 17, Yot-ke Way,HAMBLE . S01JI'}{P-.MPrON. SO] .5Lp. 
r4r. A . S.Le~, 'The Pheasantry', Godington Lane, ASHFORD. Kent . 
Fl t. Lieut. n.B.HcCarthy, 'Astral House' I Hel.mdon Road. GiID\TIIOR'lli. BI'.NBlmY. 
nls A.ticCreary (Cailaxa), i), Cricket Inn G~ens, HYDE PARK . SHEFFIELD 32 5¥A. 
Mr. E.Meakin, School Lane, HAUM. Notts. 
itr. H.Morris, 'Pine House Nursery', rtearsby Road, GADDESBY. LEICESTER. 
Miss. P.H.Olver, 'The Garden House', (\ngley Park ,CBl.NB'ROOK. Kent. TN17 2FN . 
Mrs. rLOwen, '(,cton Pigot'. ACTON BURNELL . SHREMSBtffiy. Salo·p. 
Mr. &: Mrs<R.G. Parker, 68 High Street, IRCHESTER. WELLING:OOrtO~H. 
Hr. N.Peach, 59, Channel Close, HESTON . Midrllesex. 'IW5 OPJ. 
nI's. R.Piggin, Fla.t 5, Cyprus Lodge, Cyprus 'oad, NOTTINGHAM. 
11rs. I • 1acl ford , :J4-, Repton Roan, WEsr Brurx:;FURD. NOTI'INGHAM . 
Mr . L. '9.owding. 21, Masefield Crescent, BJ\LDERI'ON. NEilARK . Notts. 
Miss N.K.Scopes, Larch Cottaee. 58. Somerset -qoad, NDl EARNEr. Herts. 
Mr. I.Smith, 35, Abbey Road, liES!' M:>ORS. Dorset. BH220AA. 
111ss E .M.Sharland. ' Broad View', Farnborough Common. F(.RNroRQUGH. Kent . 
Mr. G.Tallack, 38, Canonbury Park South, IDNDJN. Nl 2JH. 
Iir. J .Taylor, :S, ... ;.twooo ·, Fosseway t,ve. V.oREIDN-IN-MARSH. Glos . 
rtr. D.I\. Trevi thick (Seer! Distbn. Offr.) 86a, Grantham lid. RMJCLIFFE-on-TRENT. NOTI'INGHM<f N§:122t£Y 
Mrs . G .J .~revithick (Hon. Secty/Treas.), RS aOove. 
Mr. B.Tussler. 121, Gold Street Y'ELLING'OO11OUGH. Northants . 
Mrs. M.Tubbs, 9, Li~fiel<1 Ra. Winbledon COl'l!!lon. !.ONION . NI 2JH. 
l4r. J .Venner, (Chmn. & Sho· ... '1eporter), 'Baven's Croft', 120, St. Osyth Rd . LITTLE CLi\CTON . 

Essex C016 9NY . 
Mrs. P.~larbur~, 'South Ha.ves'. Yarnell<; Hill, OXFO'lD. OX2 91:(; . 
Mrs. G. Jatkins, 9, Sheroourne Rn. w'ilST B1IIGFORD. NOTrIOCHAM;;' 
Hr. A..E.WhlttAker, (Spuria SpcciR.list), 'Chestnuts', Hilden'day, LITTI..EI'Oll. .I!NCHESl'~ . Hants 
Mrs . E. ,fise, 197, The Parkway, IVEFl HEl\TH . Bucks . 3LO O'1Q. 
Dr. f1arion .1000, 1 '32, Arkwrlc,ht,<;, HAill.O,l. Essex , CI~20 )LZ . 
Dr . R.I.Uoocis, 8,Copplce Avenue: GW.T SHELFO'1D. CM'lBRIDGE . CB2 ~Q. 

OVerseas. 

Frau. t'1.Ahlbur~ , '3171, ~ot~esbuttel, HO~ FELT) . ?2 . \lest Germany . 
Herr. E.Berlin, Laur-enbohll1Gg, 46, ('Q,1 ~lITTSl.-BIBERt\CH Postfach 1155. I-:est Germany. 
Dr . T .Tamberg, 10000, BEFtLItl !~5 Zimmerstrasse :3 Jest Germany . 
Mr . Akira. HoriMka., Pre::;ir!ent of the ,Japanese Iris f;octy, 3-9 Tanimachi, 6 Chorne Minima-Ku 

OS,\KA. Japan. 
nr. R.H . Egli, t\venue de Sully 67: ch 1814, La-Tour-de- roilz. Switzerland . 

(cont , ) 
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'Jr . D.Koza, 1171, Ea-st IdAho !\venue, Saint Paul. . 55106, U.S. c" 
Mr. Ben. ~.~agp.r, ,oq, S0uth Best load. STOCKTON. CALIFORNIA. 952-6 . U.S.A . 
Hr . H . f\. La Bach, 1006, Ash Grove Pike, NICHOL/\SVILLE. KENTUCKY. 40356 . U. S.A. 
Dr. C. rtcEwcn. SOUI'H ffi\;:tPsi!ELL . I'It\INB . QlJ.O,?? U.S •• \ . 
Hr . T.Nottle, 57. "rI:u.ker Street, STI;:u.ING . 5152. C;outh Australia. 
Mr . P. Tllchardson, 78, Thackeray Street, uPPER HurT. New Zealanc'l. 
Nrs. F.Love, 11, Frederick St. Ci\:n'ERTON. North Island. New Zealand . 
Herr . E.Schuster, Post Ganebehn. 2711 A~UsrENHOF . D.D .R. East GerMany. 

CONTAc:rS IN SQCIErIES. 

Presto ent, of the B.r . S. 
Secretary of the B. I .S. 
SecretarY of SpecieR Group 
U.S.r .. 

i1rs . II..Blanco .Jhite, 72, South Hill Park. LONOON. Nil) 2SN. 
fir . G.E.Cassidy J . P., 67, BushliOod ad. KE-l. SLL-rrey. 
Prof. ILC . ,\ . Bowley, ' :Crook Orchard', G';lI\F!i'H/',M. PEI.'\lO::ITH. Surrey . 

Editor of Spuria Ir41s Socty. Helen. (I..Grier, 4671, ?all'l Ave. YORBl\ LINDA. CA. 92686 (71,) 
U.S .I\ • 
Beaver Dam . Editor ' Slberi~n Iris! 

Enitor '~eview for 
Japanese Iris ' 

Groups. 
Contact in Kent Group. 

Contact in Mercian Group. 

B.I.S.Publications. 

Some Later Items . 

7'17-)886 . 
Hrs. Carolee Clay, p.e .Box )98, Waylarrl Academy, 

I/I 53916. 
Mr . Leland n .\:felsh, 7979 West D. Ave. Kl\Ltd1AZOO . NI., ~9Q09 . 

Mrs. Mary Tubbs, Hon/Secty., 9, Lingficl d Rd. \1imblec1on Common. 
LONIXlN NI 2.JH. 

Mrs. Elleen Vise, 197, The Parklofay, IVE:a HEt~TH, IVER. Bucks . 

Hr. N.,! atkins, 11, Larkfield rl:d. FARNHA.JoI. Surrey. 

XXXXXXJ(XXXXXJ(XXXJ(XXXX 

Eber harrl Schuster has kinnly sent me a copy of his book, some excel l ent pho~raphs . at 
'present I am busy (when I have a mOMent) translating, but Eberha.rcl is hoping to publish FIn 
English version . He tells me they have had night temperfLtures of 20 degrees centigraile, and 
lots of snow. Do hope it is a little warmer by now, as it is here •..• 

To repeat Dr. J:toderick Woods questionst-

(1) ~J hen do you cut your Spurta Iris down ?? 
(2) Does it have any effect on next years flowers?? 

I too ~ould like to pose .'l. question' what sort of company (~o your S.S. and J. Irises 
lilte to keep ' ??? do they like shrubs, hardy plants ?? will they tolerate all . I· r1~ of plants 
aroum them ••. have they any likes and disl ikes???? 

:lhen Geoffrey Smith shCW~J Irises in his progra,J"lr.lc 'The Uorlrl of Flowers', I noticed 
that in Italy when he investigated the Irises fj.rt''R'l'IJ.ftJ»WDrris' (Florentine I ris), he made 
a point of the fact that they were grown in between the rows of vines . No doubt they would 
benefi t from the attention given to the grapes. If more attention was paid to the plants 
arounn our ·precious I ris would we get better results ????? 

I/hich lead s naturally into the next question, what kind of fertllizer no yo u use ?? 
is it the saJIle one for every Iris species and hybrid . Do they respond to natural compost? 

I could go on, but I think it lofoulrl be better if we devote some time in the July 
Newsletter to thi s subject, it Is such a shame to germinate the seen, only t o lose the 
seoollngs later ••.• 

Onc final rather mumlane point, will you pl ease check your ondress in the list. i f 
the rostal Code is missirv-r; will you please send it in when you write .••• We do like to keep 

up to date, all done by hUAAn effort, not by computer. 

Bye ' J .T. 



\ .1.-' ) 
The " cOIl Distri bt.!lli!.!J.. 

Packets of seeds are now lOp each, includi~ Postage arxl Packirx;. 
Some seed s are in short supply, these are marked ill. 
Others, of which we have a moderate a.mou!1t,are marked .Lm) 
The rest are plentiful. 

If you order the seeds marked (5) or (m) please give alternatives • ••• It is best to 
order your seoos as early as possible please • . . 

Section Laevigatae 

1.Laev1l1;ata (blue) I.Pseudacorus (deep yellow). 1.Pseudacorus Ba.starClil (pale yellow). 
1.Pseudacorus 'Sulphur Queen' var . Bastardil. 1. Pseuc1acorus ' Golden ~uean ' var. Superba . 
I.Vcrsicolor (m). I .Vi~inica (in var1ety)(m). 
I. ' Gcrud Der'by " m). 

Series Kaempferi (Ensata) 

I.Ensata 'Dunkelvioletter Saint (m) . 
Se;ies Tripetalae 

I.Setosa (m) I.Setosa. ' Savll1e Card en Form (m) . 
Section Lo-phiris. 

Lllilesii (s). 

Series Slblrlcae . 

Chr. I.Chrysographes Mixed r . Chryso£n'aphes Rubella. (5) . 
I.Clarkii (s) . I .Chrysofor (s). I .Chrysographes x Forrestil (5) . I .Forrestii(s) 
LlIllsonii (m) . 

Sib. r.Sibirica (28 chrs . 0 il) 1.31 blrica Mixed( m) . r. Si birica 1. N. Y L1f~oslavia (5). 
r. Siblrica ' Blue Burgee' (5). I.Sibirica Alba(s) . 

do 'D~onfly'(s) 
do 'Dreaming Yellow'(s) . 
do ' Floppy Purple'(m). 
do ' FrancesJames'(s) . 
do 'Marilyn Holmcs ' (s) . 
do 'Nostalp;ie' 40 chrs . (s) . 
lio 'Orville Fay'(m) . 
do • '1uffled Vel vet' ( s) 
do 'Sally KerIin ' (s) . 
no 'Silver !)lge'(s). 
do 'Yhite-blue ' (s). 

Section Xyridioo. 

I.Halophila (s). (Sp). LOrientalis (Ochroleuca) 

Series Spuria. 

I .Carthaliniae(m) . I.Spuria ' Shelford Giant x bee ' (s) . 
I.S-purla Cultivars Bee Pods (s) . 
I.Spuria IUxed (J .V. ) including ' Adobe Sunset', ' Fergy ' s , Poetry', 'Social. Circle', 

'Pink Camdles', ' Tiger Blues ' , ' Forty CA.rats ' , 'Protege', 'Imperoa.l Ruby ' , ' Looklng 
Glass .eyes', '~eClwood Suprene', ' lla Crawfor0 '. 

I.Spuria mixeO including 'Violet Bloomfielli', 't.urea ' , ' t\carlemus ', 'Yellow SeedliJ¥;:' (H . G. , 

Please 8eO(l your order tOI-

Mr. D.Trevlthick. 
86a • Grantham Road, 

nADCLI~on-TRENT. t10T'l'n:GHAM Ng12 2HY . 

Th'"Tt:l a,-B "ne or t\oiO Subscrlotlons still outstanding, please remenber that after the 3rd . fU~_ 
you "'1'111 not be receivln::; your Newsletter. Sorry . . . . 

Please sellrl to:- Mrs. J .Trevithick, 
86a. Grantham Hoad, 'Ul-OOLIFFE-on*T1ENT. IWTTINGHAtI . NGi2 2HY. 


