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Newsletter No. 20 February 1987. 
The Objects of the Group 
l.Communication between 11embers in Great Britain and Overseas. 
2. A means of exchAnging ideas, plants and seans etc. 
3. To assist beginners In growing Irises and to offer help with problems. 
4. To report on hybriolzatlon. 

*************************************** 
The GrQup's Officers. 

Chairman •••••••••••••••• Mr. Jack Venner, · 'Raven's Croft', St.Osyth Rd. LI'ITLE CLilCTON. 
Essex CO 16 9NY. 

Vice- Cha1rllllUl •••••••••• Mrs. HUnF\. . Goodwin, 42, Tycehurst Hill, LOOOHI'ON. Essex. 
IG10 lDA. 

Hon. Newsletter :&litor •• Iirs. Jaan Trevithlck, 868" Granthatn Rd. :U,DCLIFFE-on-TRENT. 
NOTTINGHAM. Ng12 2HY. 

Hon. Seed Distribution •• M.t'. David Trevlthick, 868" Grantlwii" Rd: riAOCLIFFE-on-TRENT. 
Officer. NOTTING!!MI. NG12 2HY. 

Hon. Librarian •••••••••. Mrs. Jennifer Hewitt, 'Hayge.rth', Cleeton St. f1ary, 
(Siberian nepresentative) CLEDBURY MORTIlIEl1. KlDDEIUIINSTER. DYl" OQU. 
Japanese Representative. Mrs. /lnne manco Uhlte, 72, South Hill Park, LCHYOON NU3 2SN. 
Sr> uriR Representative ••• Mr. /ldrian Whltta.k.er, 'Chestnuts', Hllden i'lay,LITI'LErrON. 

Regional Representatives. 

Eastern Area •••••••.•••• 
Lonclon /I.~ .••••••••••••• 
North 11 estern Area •••••• 

WINCHESTER. Hants. 

Mr. Jack Venner ••••• address 8S above •••••••••••••• 
~lrs. Anne Dlan,co Hhi_~e ••••• edclr.ess as a.bove ••••••••• 
M;. nay Wllson, 'Dal~hear1t,100, Blackburn U('. CRJRLEY. Lancs. 

. . Pil6 BTJ. 
Southern Area •.•••.••••• ~lr. /ldri;ua i-Jhlttaker •••••• adnress as above ••••••••• 
Host Hidland Area ••••••• Mr. Ph1l1p /lllery', 199, Walsa1l Ro.ALDRIIX:E. Nr.U/lLSALL 

US9 OBE. 

tir. Jack Venner ls MSO our Show Reporter. 

Our '3egional TIel'resentat1ves do valuable work 1n their areaS. Their. Reports ,are 
C'. r,rent help 1n furthering, our interestiq:;?; work of' research and rO"port. We thank them 
mos~ "Sincerely, and look forward to their continued support. 

The S1beriRoJl, S'puriA. fU}d Japanese Representatives who, 1n some cases, 'double up' 
:"\s '-rea :3epresentatives, give a lot of their valuable t1me to help Bombers in many 
w?.ys ••• Thank you , it is greatly appreciatoo. 

*********************************** 

We nre trying deaparately hard to keep the Subscription at £1 for as long as 
possible. The seed ~onors are a great help,to them a bib thank you, Now we have a 
plant scheme going, many thanks to those who have already sent in. Pa.yment of 
Subscriptions promptly would also help, so pleasel-

SUDSCRIPl'IONS £1 per yeex are pa.ya.ble from the Iat J Llly. 

This is your Newsletter, published in February and July, if you have a query 
a p~oblem or comment t o make, do'nt hesitate to write In, we like to hear from you. 

THE ~NNlJi\L GENERI,L I>lEErING HAS BEEN ARlliINGED FOR TUESDAY June 16th st the 

n.H.S Show (first Day) 1.30 to 2.30pm. Hope to see you there, (Joan). 
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.&jltorip~. 

f\ verse lfritten by C.S.H~X"('i:;.on. tAken ·from \Jpt-lter S'la,ger's "book - 'Thc Iris'. 
Though her foryl seems GO frl'!gil e , yet wondrously 'brave, 

: (lwaj in the Northla.nd wher<i fierc~ tempests rave, 
She wRkes from her sleep in her cra~le of snow 
~nd beams on the ~orl~ with a ra11~nt glow. 
Away on the plains in the drl)~ht E'_nO the heat, 
She is cheerfully waiting admirers to greet, 
To her f..ury presence must ever belong, 
The tribute of praise and the r~pture of song. 

I thn~ht, At ChristlllA.S, when I looked at a lx>wl of roses in ono corner a.ac1 a 
collection of marigolds, pansies, pinks, hoathers and clematis in another, I would be 
~ble to say 'it is m')re like Bununer than the middle of Wlnter-- alasl real! ty has taken 
over, col~ winds, frosts and ~eep snow soon arrived. I am left now with some very nice 
pink and white Hellebores, they are early arrivals f or 1987. 

fI lfom about our Patient and lo~-sufferi~ Printers, Trevor and Stephon of the 
Christian DuplicA.tlng Service, whose offices are in the shanow of the Castle walls, with 
the statue of '9obln Hood standing guard n.rv:l the oldest house in Nottinghrun (now a Lace 
Museum) nearby. Down the road the Brewhouse Yard Musoum a.nd the famous old hostelry 
'The Trip to ': 3rusalem' close by. 'l.\e lfhol c area. is steeped in History, in which Trevor 
P.1ld Stephcn's work seems to fit like Br glove. Our thanks t o them for their untlr!~ 
efforts and support over the years .•• I think Trevor will become an Irisarian yet • • I 
hope BO • • 

Due to Rnothcr rather large Nawslette~, I will just have t o say Congratulations 
to all Members who have received awards durl~ 1986 . The Beardless Iris Sections at the 
Shows is certainly growing, I am sure this is a refleotion of the expertise and 
diligonoe of many of our Members in growint; and showing them ..• they wore a. real joy and 
fully appreoiated. 

de welcollle 4 new Membersl- Mrs,Jean Harrison who has a small g~en in Uest 
Bridgford aro dearly wants to grow Irises. Mr. Geralcl Godd."m of Ch1ncford a Member of 
the B.I.S. who wou.!d like t o extem his collection of Siberian Irises. Hrs. Mvra GeesoA 
a co-pc-.rtner in the Coach Gap Nurseries, Langar , who would like to grow more Irises. 
Mr. Paul Oliver Smith of Benchley near Tonbridp;e, an fllpine enthusia!')t who is anxio us 
to erow Irises. lie hope you will all enjoy this Newsletter, a.n3 lfrite in te11i~ us 
Rbout your own garden, when you have time. 

You will sec, fit the end of the Newsletter, we are restartim the Plant Scheme 
agA.1n, but with a slluhtly different prooedure this time, more details are given there. 
This is in addition to our comprehensive Seed Distribution. 

Many thanks for your Good Wishes received at Christmas and tho NON Year • • 
Best Wishes to you all for 1987, have a Good Iris Growing Yeax • • 

J OP.Jl Trevi thick. 

********************************************** 
Chairmen's Letter. 

Greetings to you all for 1987.. My sincere wish is that you find your Irises 
have not sufforoo too much in this harsh Uinter, a.nr1 that you will fim them flourish­
in<:; e.fter the snow has gone to provide a. wealth of blooms in the Iris season. 

Speaking of snow, I hear that very few places 1n Ct . Britco.in have escaped the 
disruption it MS caust:tl, am the very low temperatur03s. The East of Ena;l;:>.oo seems to 
have recoivOtl more than its fair share. Here in Essex,we have had p.bout I . ft . of snow, 
with muoh ~rifting ann more to come. So much for my boasts •• that snow is rare in East 
Essex arY1 never more than a li~ht transitory happoning. 

About Beardless Irises, I tho~<ht last year Was memorable for the increase in 
the number of Now Siberians at the various Shows. Spurin.s flowered too late to be shown, 
but ge.roen visits reveal oil many new varieties. 

Great progress is OOi1'\1 made in breer11np, Siberian and Spurie. Irises but what of 
JF'.panesc Irises? Having found that they grow well for me, I have acquire<l a number of 
varieties, lfhich I hope to brooo from. /\ good type will continue to flower for well over 
n month, so why not try gr owing them yourselves. 

Once ag1:lin •• 1\11 Good l/ishes •. I hope your last year seeitliq;s uill flower this 
yoar. a.m be ooeutiful... Jack Vonner. 



Our Ga,Won. , .... -.. ,by Nigel a.nn Ros. Coloorn ., 
\Jnat a pla.c,e ,to buil,a ._\.0.~en!. Coli! wims, long winters, difficult soil, May 

frosts. summer rlro1.\'5h,ts--we get. em all. But so do most 6~ener8' in Eastern Ell(;le.ri1 and 
many h,-'wo produced magnificent resUlts i ,n spite of the' adversity. - . 

~10 started 1,n 1977 when the imbalance ' of the 'previ o'us dry summer was redressed by 
the wettest spring for thirty years. In those {lays the garden consisted of a cOUple of 
small lawns with straight rose ~s and a little vegetable patch. Farm rofuse of all 
kinds encronchocl on all sictes. Today there are more than 2 acres of intensively 
' ga.rdeno:~ I p,roum in various enclosures and JArtitions and a further series of 1.lf\ddocks, 
nursery arrJ buildings, stretching in (1~l to about thirty acres. 

Our cold est night to date was in February 1986 (minus 16 degrees celsius) and 
very occt\.Sionally summer heaf.a.ves ha.ve exceeded 30 degrees celsius. Our ra.1nf'all is 
aoout 24 ins. per annum •• I find it impossible. to thirik of rainfall metrically and most 
of it seems to fall When we have visitors. Our solI is limestone brash, very alkaline 
(Rhoc1odenrons are out of the question) aM' it is stony. It is easy to damace, so we have 
to take grea.t ca.re not to PM it down too much in ila.mp weather. 

Being near to two farmyards, our biggest pest is the house spnrrow. Every 
spring they iI~e Primulas, coJ.l silver foliagcn plants. Cherry blossom. Ulllows, 
Viburnums llJ1(l many other plants. Cottoning seems to "l-Je the best deterrent, but the 
sparrows' persistent oestruction continues over much of the garden for several months 
each yea:r. 

On the Terrace, le.1cl out in 19(4, we have Viburnum Odora.tissimum, Cleme.tis 
ArmanrUi, Dianthus Sup'lr..ID!§., Sal-ix FRXgesii am Rosa. 'Nermaid' climbs vigorously up the 
stone wall. £lematis'H,E.Young: C. 'Row;e CfU'dinal' and C. Texensis 'Gravetye Beauty' 
p;row thro~h c. fig tre, they are very beautiful in flower. Here you will find h.i..ra 
Clarkeil with Delphinlu),1l Tatsienen:se (Chinese). 

In the aosa Garnen we grow many of the older roses on imported,rich,river silt. 
Such varieties a.s 'Penelope ', 'Felicia', 'Corne1ia' , and 'Pros'perity', together with quite 
a felor othors, several very rarely seen. Not all have been deliberately planted , some 
have sJ mply grown from seed. 

11 1. slTlRll. very -iry slght At thQ foot of the stone bull t house, on the south 
8i';8, ilege1io-_9.,yclus Iris 'Choine' "'..od '.Y.Qm' have est""blished themselves. together with 
I.Hoggian~, nespite the hard weather. 

The gravel ~M ",-xounn the front rloor 0f the house is.tlew'oterl mostly to plants 
which flower in late winter ~nd early spring. li'acing East and not particularly warm, it 
contains Crocus, Snowrlrops an'; a collection of Primula Species. A variety of ~warf Irises 
grow in the gravel terrace above the scree BRr0en, these include I.Lacustris,I.Lacustris 
X Gracilipes.~ I.Tectorum ~lba, they enjoy the stony foothold . 

W'e hav", constructe<1. a ponr'! to divine the small lawn Md creeper-screen from 
the Elizabethan Gfl.I'lien, which is an ' ide!'l.l spot(dBJllP) to r,row I.SibiricB, includ.i~ some 
..,f the newest Diploins Rod TetrA,ploids .. I.SibiricR\. 'SUver Edge'bour,ht from the S.S & J. 
plant sale last year, flow-ere<'! in the SAme season, a l ovely thi~. Here also I.Gra,m.inea 
the delightful pineapplp.-scente<'! Iris anr'l I.Cprysographes 'Black Form!. 

. The gravel path, with its rOW1d stones(mar'le by sim!)ly mixing cement a..t'}(l 
pouring it into a home-made moul~ •.. cost approx. 40p. each),takes you from the Town 
Garden and Cottage Gamen to the South GP.Xden' and the Dutch Garden, here we grow Iris 
EnsatA. 'Kaemnferi ', I. Pseunacorus B~§t8xdii, I.Fseunacorus 'E.Turnip Soe~', 
I.Psel.1("JacorlJ~iegata, 'Holden Glough'l'I.nd the flower arra.nger's favourite 'Gern.J.d -. 
D8Xby' ton;cther e1th Greater Spl3arwort, Lp-sser Spef\.I'Wort, \later cromoot, ,fater Forget­
me-not :o,nr1 Brookl ime ••• This p.;arden, beyond the deer-proof gate, is relp.tively new ••• we 
hODe to extenn it to the Meanow, so that wild plA.nts and other wild things will have a 
permanent home where they can multiply ann thrive without rlisturbance. 

(Thank you nos. and NiP,el, those of you who hAve visited this delehtfully peaceful 
RAIden know that it has t o be seen to be fully appreciated. Since writins this, Nigel 
has askecl me to tell yo u tha.t it is now open on SUNDAYS anrl BANK HOLIDAYS only from 
Easter to the eal of September. The Telephone Number is Castle BythNn( 078081) 220. r 

********************-************ 
THE ~NNUIJ, GENERt.L MEEI'ING HI.S BEEN t.'lilANGED FOn TUESDAY June 16th, at the l.H.S. 

SHQ1;I (first day). 1.10 to 2.'30 pm. Please try to be there ••• 
More Show Dates ?~e on the next paec ••• 



B1ITISG IRIS SOCISfY 1987 SHO,; DATES • 

.!!1!Il:l.'L.£P.l:ing (1eticulatal..J!how. 
Late..§Jlr1M ShoW(Dwi\tl...& Med1MJ. 
65th.....Eirthc1.u...C.le~ions. 
Late Summer Sholf. 

rage j. 

Febr_y 24th & 2 5th. 
A prU 28th & 29th. 
Hay 2tih . -30th. 

**June lth.& 17th, 

R.H.S. New Hall. 
~.H.S. New Hall. 

Canning ton College Somerset. 
R.H.S. New Hall. 

** The Annual General Meeting of The S . S & J. Group 1. )0-2. JO 
16th June. 

******************************************* 
In Memory. 

It is one of an Editors' sad tasks t o report the deaths a.nrl remembrances of 
a Member. The ea.ddest time is now, when I have to tell you. of the r1eaths of John Taylor 
am Brett Tussler, both on the same day December 8th 1986. 

John was known throughout the Iris W~rld as a raiser of very beautiful cultivars 
some of which are, even now, bcl~ registere:i. We remembere-i his dear wife l1ary in our 
last Newsletter, she died in j.1a.y 1986. The whole of the Iris Society mourn their passing. 
lie send our . Sincere Synpathy to John am Mary's family anrl friends aul hope they will 
receive some comfort in the knowledge of the h~h esteem anrl love we hold f or both of 
them. 

Brett Tussler's ~eath has shocker'! us all, so untimely and tragic. He has worked 
tirelessly fot' the B.LS. lately as the Hon. Treasurer, supporting it with his knOlrleclGe 
of Computers . l-Iany of you will remember his excellent Staa'l at last year's Moulton Show 
of Irises which he had grown from seeil •• not an easy task, but carried out with Brett's 
usual on~husiasm anc'l enjoyment. We send our Deepest Sympathy t o Hrs. Tussler and family 
in your great loss ••• wc will miss him too • •• 

******************************************** 
My Current Hvbric1izioo Goals am Efforts. 

by Currier McEwen. 

To writo this article aboutfl)y current hybri(Uzing goals provides a welcome 
incentive for me to take stock again of what I am doing. It is important that one coes 
this every year or two to keep one 's goals up to oate a.ncl not to let them become just 
r outine. 

I will start with tetraploic'ly. Naturally this continues to be of special 
interest t o me since, in a. sense, it started with me for the Siberians. I\ctually, to be 
sure the recol.Y1 is straight, I want to remim you that the late f1ax Ste1ger started at 
about the S3Dle time that I did . He worker'! with the 40-chromosome group in 1964 and gave 
the name Tetra!or to f\ colchicine inducer1 tetraploi(1 form of I . Forresti1. By that year, 
I t00 h&1 colchicine inrlucefi tetraploirls of the 28- chromosome p,roup out registered none 
until 1970 when I hen second p,eneratiolll tetraploids. Steiger and I startoo quite 
imepemently but correspomeil later. I hoped to exchange tetraploids with him, hut he 
was then in his lo~ terminal. illness a..OO said that he ha.c1 lost all of his plants and 
was not stronG eno UBh to ~row any of mine . More recently Jennifer Hewitt has told me of 
some work that Gcrald Darby cUrl i.nducif6 tetraplolc1y years earlier. This is of greatest 
interest. Jonnifcr has sent me some bits of information, out I am eager to havc more if 
any of our readers can provide it please • •• 

tT! th that historical note taken care of, I will return to my current efforts 
with tetrco.ploi'ls. The Siberians have now reach~ the tenth generation of tetraploi(1y a.rr. 
the J apancse their seventh. This year the new seedlings of both groups were, to my eye, 
the best to (1ata. I think, however, that this ls not due t o the advancing generations, 
out t o gooo fortune in ohoosl.Df': parents in 1981 when the crosses that producoo these 
seedlin:;s ware maile . So far as the Siberians axe concerned, I no longer feel any grent 
urgency. "bout provil)'3: the merit of tetraploiils. Many others are now using them as 
parents ~ oth~r hybrIdizers in the Unitod States and Gerrnany- ann perhaps elsewherc­
are ~sing colchicine to nevelop their own, entirely new breeding lines. Perhaps two 
thirds of my crosses continue t o be a.mo~ the tetraploiils, but I am using colchicine 
less often than before to try to intr~uce new features. I still hope, with colchicine, 
to lievelop some batter pink , yellow am !lluer tetraploiils. but most of the features I 
want to see improvet. alrear.ly exist, at le~st potentIally, in the tetraploid breedinG 
lines now avail.:lble. 

This is not yet the case with Japanese Irises, I am pleased with my existin.:: 
whi tes and reds, but I am eager to see tetraploid pinks- of which, as yetl!o~t~~~rfone--
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1\.nn: Rlso better blues anil purples. Also ~ .:'10 not know of other hybrldlzers except ~ 
Berlin in Germany Mo1 Dob 1'3au<3r in the Unitod States who ~e workll1{( toward tetra.ploirly 
1n J~p~e8e Irises. Mitsuna Rnr pe~ps other Japanese ~rowers dId so 1n the past, but I 
bellov~ littl e Is being ,lone there, 1n this way, <tt present. However, Dr. Hirao reports 
thR.t he has sug~estEl'i this effort to several of the younger JaJ)ftnese hybri11zers. I hope 
they lv.\.ve risen to thfJ chaUp.nge and will make Great pr~r8ss . 

Havl~ 1cvoten this much' sp~ce t o tetr~ploldy I must at once emphasizo the 
nee~ to continue intensively with the diplol ds. N~tur~ly I h~ve ~ special feeling for 
tetrAploi~s, because, since 1960 they have been 'my thinr,', but I want to stress as 
stro~ly ~s I CR.n that I am equally concernerl with diplolds. Of fTly four More;n AWprrl 

winners. two (1uffl~ Velvet A.M Butter- JU'IIi Sugar) are rlipl oirls, and the new Moman-.Jood 
MErle.l, estR.bllsheil this year for a Siberian that has previosly won the MQrean Award, was 
~iven, not t o ono of the tetr~ploirls, but to Butt?¥ an~ SHRRr.. ~lso of my threo 
Ja.panese Irises which ha.ve received the PA-yne Award , only o ne, :taspberrY ~immedt is a 
tetraploid. (I. particular reason to oontinue intonsd.'Il.ely·. )l'lth ~rUploids, stems from what I 
believe Is a.n uzv,ent nee(! not to lose, what I think of as the traditional Siberian f.orm, 
with its gracefully arching falls ann more nelicate substanoe . The great er substance of 
tetraplolC1s r:;ives nearly all of them a round flari~ form a.m, imeeo1, since the advent 
of t/hite Swirl back 1n 1957, most .-1iploin introrluctions are round a..nrl flaring. As I 
lookoo at the displa.y 00(1 at South Harpswell this ye8I', I Was impressec1 again with the 
l ovely contrf\st my Soft Bl us am Chartreuse Beauty p;a,ve among the cl umps of the others, 
not only because of their calors but, bec~use of their Cl ifferent, traditional form. I 
have always harl this form in mind in my crosslnr, program, but thls year I havo 
determined to stress it still more, 

l~y other goals f or Siberians relate to vario us colors arxl patterns., 
miniaturos, early bloomers anrl repe?ters. I\.s regards color, it is always surprisine; t o 
me thP-t the only true spectrum color achieved to nate is yellow which, in the 28 -chr. 
group, is the last to have appearoo .. j\mollS blues, Cambridge, Dear Delight, Ira \1000 , 
aM Ja.y Bird show progress t owarG true blue, but there is still 1\ l ong way to go. The 
McGarYGY pinks ha.ve ma.c.le real prop;;ress 1n that calor clR-ss, and in 1985 s ome 'pink' 
tetraploids "bloomed which have pleased me. The first of these , T 282/123, from two 
In~uc~ chimeral sisters of LCteooer Bounty will, I trust, bo ready for Intr~uction in 
1988. The r efl Siberians are still in the wine red ca.t~ory. Ewen, namet1 after my son, 
was my first tetraploin in that calor. The gran.'~~ilrl , HubhY'rl, I consider my best. ,. 
but some seedli~s from it show further progress, incllrli~ distinctly greon sil3nals 
which «0 better with rcc1 A.JY'i pink, I thlnk, than (10 yellow ones. I am still wor.k1llG 
to"W1'\X'(l Hhitos with l ots ·of Breen 1n the falls , am now RIso have seedlings from crosses 
of my .yellow AA'J r,roe n breoo 1ng lines,· which show prom1si~ blonds of these two colors, 
especil\l.ly some with greenish yellow fA.l.ls t.I..Ild r,reen veins. In the yellow lino, I have 
ha.c1 hundr<Yls of r'jiploi~ seer'!lirv;s from Butter and SI.lR:6r but none, as yet, better or 
r'!iffarent enoURh to warrant introduction, in my opinion. Until this year, I have been 
especially <l1sa·ppointerl a.t my lack of progress in obtA.1nillf) worthwhile yellow 
tetI:;..ploirls . As would be expectcn some have rleeper yellow color, but form has been poor 
a.nc1 stalks too short. In 1983, Golden Crimpirn. bloomed. It was not only a 'calor break' 
with its rich crca.m falls a.nr'1 crimp~ yellow ooges, but both it and its sisters have 
been won~erful parents. Crassa:' "With one of the "better of the ll1N1equate yellow 
tetraplaids it gA.ve , in 1986, some seedlings which, f or the first time, AXe promising. I 
must ",.r1,", tha.t onc of the 'sisters', which will ~e introd ucoo in 1987 as DreaJlllM Drama. 
has the riches t yellow signals I have seen; not raRIly oranr,e, but on the w~S. It is 
my hope that true orR-OBe can come from this line of breedinG •• •• One other calor, much 
farther P.wa.y 1n subscries Sibiricae, I fear. is brown. Sovoral of my nark bluc-p urple 
se9'llin:;s have, to my eye, f\. browning influence in the b<>..sAl. half of the falls . To what 
o€f(ree this cnn ha increl\Serl, remains to be seen •.• 

\"Iith regRXd to developments in better flower f orm, the chief point I wish to 
emphasizQ is the importance of not losine; the lVaceful.. trBditionaJ. f orm which I have 
Rlrear.y r eferred to. This will not 1)e easy. Not only are the flowers of round , flaring 
form the ones lm1.ch impress· the averaGe gari!en v1si tor, but they are also are the ones 
the garden ju..ir;es select for awarrls. IIn important Boal must be to work towe..rc1 the 
omltrovemont of Siborif\.ns of.all forms. 

The remainll11; goals I mentionerl <l.t the st art are;- better miniaturos, 
early bloomers .<U'l'l repeaters. The latter two are easily discussed toeethor because, in 
practice, it is the earliest bloomers which tend to repeat. My first repenters camo by 
cha.nce, but once I saw· them in bloom, long after the main season was emed,(~ggr ~8~e 
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~ r;oru. of high priority. t~ hon one realizes that the aver~e perioo. of bloom of Siberian 
irises Is two to three weeks l\l1<'1. four wee:rs Is usually the limit, the fact that, In my 
garden there are now both ~lploi" a.m tetraploid r epeaters which bloom over a per10d of 
ei,..ht to.1£!L weclcs 1s impressive . I .,..m aware that theso repeaters have performed less 
well In some other B'a.rr1ens anI'! clearly arlc11tional work Is ocoooo to learn what the 
factors arc that enhance the trait. The genetic role Is obvious. but li.pparcntly there are 
cnvironmentcd rcq uircments "l.S well •• 

Huch effort is needoo also to tievelop miniatures that can be relied on to 
stR.Y short. The very old LSlbiricae MOP,. ..uhf>. arx1 a blue one which I obtaineoi years 
ago labella:1 I.Orle~"§.m!lA have persistently rerna1ned at a height of 6 t o 7 ins. but 
1;'.11 my OIm miniature seecll1rv:ts have, after 3 or 4 yeRXS, grown taller. I thought that a.t 
last, I he!1 onc I caulr'l count on, am after 8 years of its remaining at 7 ins. 1ntrocl uced 
1t as Baby S1st.2.:t in 1986. That seemed to inspire it , because this year one clump of it 
reached 12 ins.! I have noted repea.tedly that if one of my minia.tures like Little ~1h1te, 
Blue Sni]?]?et am some seedl111Rs, g row taller after J or 4 years, it can be brought down 
t o the desired height again by c1ividil:r, and replantl~ it, but I 8JIl determined to 
rlevelop some that remain short naturally. 

Those of you who have seen my list of introductions are aware that I have 
none much more with Siberians of subseries Slbirica.e than with those of subseries 
Chrysogra:phcs . I have not succeooa--l in imucine; any tetraploins from the 40-chromo6ome. 
rUploic's I have worke:l. with, but Ecka.rc'l Berlin and Tomas Tamberg have. I think of Jean 
W1tt, Jennifer Hewitt am others 'lS 'specialists' amol'.6 those work1~ with rUploid 

40-chromosome hybrids. In recent years I have hart several of unusual smy-laveriler 
calor which I l ike, am one, not introducoo , Hh1ch is A. nearly black self. f.. fault of 
most of the 40-chromosome Siberians is their bud count of two am corresporilincly short 
·pe'flO'~ of lil..oom. Hy .Prairl~ Wgble_lZ. in contrast , MS two anrl even three branches plus 
termiwl ~ up to .nine boos. How this came ""bout is A. mystery to me, becnuso it came 
from two yellow parents having no branches 8,1'1(1 only two bLXls. I trust it mp..y be useful. 
for lraprov&.1 boo count ••• 

FiMlly to return to my Ja.panese Irises, all the goals -liscussed f\bove for 
~iberians are importpnt efforts for me ~so with the J,I's . I have been pleased with 
some white tetraploil'ls with green signals Mn with some tUploids and tctraploids with 
parions of bloomQ.f_~!.Lweelts_QL.[Il~. One of these, not only gives r epeat bloom, but 
last yea:r reblnom&1 in late September •. I am sure that this trait can be enMncod. Thus 
far I have been ~isappoint~l in my l~ck of p~ress with miniatures. I now have some 
with flowers of su1t~l)le miniature size, but stalks arc t oo tAll. In thG gfU"ien I think 
of these BS small flower types, but not mlni~tures , I have ~en rlisappointeJ thus far 
in effects to cross successfully some tetrl'l.ploirj 1. Pseuda~ given to me by Ecka.r(l 
Berlin with tetraploirl Japl'tnese Irises in the hope of obtAin1~ fertile seecllings. 
t.pparently these wi~e crosses have been successful in the diploids ~nly by using 
I.Psel.l1acorus ps the pool .PAI~nt. Unfortunately the tetraploid Pseudacorus have finished 
bloominr; ooforo the first tetraploiri Japanese Iris has openerl . This Y01\r I ~ve planted 
severRl of the J .I's in pots which I w11l stlU't imoors, umer l1':)hts, in the hope of 
getti~ eno~h bloon to use for crosses. If we can not.qj.n fertile yellow hybrids it may 
possible to intr~uce this new calor into tetr~ploi0 Japanese Irises breodi~ Lines •. 

Hnvifll) maile all these pious remarks about my selecti~ t\oals, let mo close 
b)l: s;\.ying th"",t AJ. thow,h I (In stronv,ly uur;c the import?nce of havinr. specific goals t o 
work tow~, I still ronkc lots of crosses, just because the flowers a re pretty ani! I 
certainly r'lo not 1eplore that! 

(Sincere cow.rf1.tul~,tions Currier on bei~ alofR.J:"{le4 the Horgan ,joan 1·1edAl for your l ovely 
Siberian ']utter nnn S~:. Hl 1$000 wil'lhcs for your future efforts. m. 

Currlcrs Book ' Siberi~n Irises' is available from the Library. ~lso it can be 
purch.:"l.sed-- personally sip;ne1-- rUrect from:-

Dr. Currier 11cEwen, H.D. South HR.I'pswe11. MAINE C»O?9 D. S.I\. 
(Prico 7c1 011ars inc. Postage <'...nn Ha.lYUi~ .•. a barl1e.in a.t this time, so I am told 

, by a Hcmoor, etS the Exc~e l;\te is good .•• En .) 

****~*****.~** .. ***************************** 
I fOLU'}(1 this tip on soil P'H. in an 01'1 ({8.I.'\lenlng oook •• and I pass it on .• If your soil 

ls hi~hly alkAJ.ine, use 'F1.owcrs of Sulphur' at a rate of l4-oz . per square yard. If 
noutral ?oz. per Sa. yd, Dig first, the~ lUg e.Rain After sprinkling (use gl oves) .Incorpora. 
te 'peat at the same time. ~lrite in a.nCI let us knoW' the results •.•. E:'Iitor. 



• 
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Trevor Nottle's Letter from Australia. 

1986 has been quite a e;oori year for Irises. I went to Victoria 1n May and was 
able to renew my acquaintance with Barry Blyth of 'Tempo Two' nursery. Barry is our 
le~dlng grower of Iris anc1 Hemerocalls-- a noted lrr'eooer a..OO importer of these plants, 
he has recently moved his nursery to a new site at Pea,rcedale, on tho Bornington 
Peninsula, south of Melbourne. The sol1 is the most incredible blaCK sand . The day I 
callec1 Barry was rl.ip;ging Pacific COA.st hybrl!1s, ani! the soil literally foll away from 
the roots as they were IlfteG off his fork •• Barry is well known for his T.B's. but 
walkiw, the rows I Was really excite:] to flrxl a good selection of ' S1)8C196 ' previously 
unknown to mes- I. 'Klboshl '(yellow) , I.Crlstata 'McDonald ' and ' '''Iba ', I'Prisma,tlca 
'Austrlna', I.Lacustrls, I. 'Geral(l Darby' , 1. 'Sylvia'(Evansia). 1. ' Bourne Graceful' 
(Eve.nsia), I.Cristata 'Late Dark mue'.** (See Editors'Note). 

fI few da.ys later I call9"1 on rtsne Cofficld at Ballarat and she a.cl(le1 Iris 
Graci1ipes ' ~lba' to my treasure trove •• 

The Dykes Ma4al has been re-instaten as an awal'11 in f,ustralia, L?u1.s1ana. x 
'Helen Naish' is the first recipient. It is a vigorous white with groenish cast towards 
the centre and on the hR.fts. It wa.s rais&"l and release:1 by 'TIainbow i1:ic1C0 ' nursery at 
Dival (an outer Synney Suburb). John Te.ylor was the breeder an(l his pa..rtner in the 
nursery i's Graeme Grosvenor, who wrote the popular book Growi~3 Irisos'. He 1s' just 
n.oout to have another book publisha-1 'Growing DayIllies' : 

Nearly all the Irises I bro~ht home from Victoria ~ent into a ne'lo/' piece of 
c;P..ZTlen, which has been lMiIc where a drive-way Was taken out . I elso put in several 
clust~rs of white Dogwooos, two Cherries- P.Serrulata 'Ukon' (the greenish one) , a 
Carponteria, a weepir16 ned Maple , some White ~zaleas and a taw of the new species 
Camellia hybrlos.· These a,re unr1erplanterl with Cyclamen Graecum and J\fricanwn, theIri:ses 
laced Primrpses, Galanthus~ Hosta· seoolings, Tropaeoleum Tuberosum, Helloborus 
Orcintalis hybrids a few Paeonla species and three seoolings of Helleborus Lividus,a 
real boauty from Crete. 

'We have hM a very wet and colrll'linter, with hard frosts a.tl(' ono sevare hail­
storm-- this day galas have torn up trees in our street, cutting the power and causing 
much roof· damage; stlll naffodll buns are shooting up--Cro.cus, Cychvnen Coum aM 
Eranthus are flowering--- Spring is just aroum the corner. 

Kind regard s to All. 
*':< Trovor has list€il the 'McDonnlti ', ' Alba' ann 'Late Dark mue' as I.Crista, I have 
put I.Cristata., as this is the only one I can find in the referenco Books, but this 
may not be so. I know Travor will confirm this for the July Newsletter. mitor. 

(Trevor's book 'Growing Perepnials' conta.inine; much useful information and colour 
plates can be abtainoo froml-

Oe111a 'Rosenoorg, Kangaroo Press, P.O .Box. 75, KENl'Htmsr. 21,54. Australia. 
Price P"per back 12,95 dollarsl Hard cover 17.95 dollars. 

Graome Grosvenor's Book 'Growing Irises'can be obtained froml­
Neville ;latklns, B.I .S.Publlcations Officer, 

31, Larkfiel<'l fM., F/l.RNHAM. Surrey G1I9 7DB. 
also from the Kangaroo ?ress.) 

************************************.lH-**** 
. Fra,nces Love' $ Letter from New Zeelann.. 

I Houlr1 like to reply to a couple of queries 1n your Newsletter. 
li'irstly,the problem of spraying weoos; Here we obtain a smallish -vaint brush a.nn 

9aint or spray our affeming weans. Whensprayi~ it is sometimes necessary to invert a 
plant pot over the plant t o be savl:rl. 

Secondly we, we have fourrl that in parts of New Zealand where we ~o get very high 
Summer temperatures, watering is our greatest killer of Pacific Coast Irises. They do 
stn.ri1 n. tremen{\ous <'..mount of dro~ht. Occasionally a light spr1nklil'\~ to wash the 
leaves. but rIo not soak the soil, as the roots rJo not stand the sudden ch.."1.C\Se from hot 
soil to cold water. Here wc can usually have ~8 weeks at temperatures over 90 degrees. 
I fiJi!. p.c.r' s (10 very ' .• ell 'vlantW! amoIJ,Q: the roots of neci~ uous tress. That keeps them 
from gotting too wet in \"lintel', allows the sun to filter through MC' gives a cool 
Cf'.nopr in the heat of Summer. They l ove the leafy compost. When the leaves fall I just 
t,1lc'k them around the plt'tnts . Some are 15 years old . Naturally, with hybrids, we get 
some lIeak plants Io/'hic h fPlde out. This must be expected . Hope this helps Trevor Nottle. 

(Th;mks FrA,Ilces for your p,orx1. anvice. &1.) 
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Paul. Richard son I s Letter from New Zealand. 
Some Thoushts OD. Spuri? Irises. 

.. Generally speaking Spuria hybrins gz:ow very well in this country. The s.maller 
Species do less well, al tho~h a European form of I .SpuriA. has become naturalized in 
several Pl'.rts of the country. I suspect that the main reason the smaller Spurias are not 
grown morc successfully Is lack of care •. Because New Zealand has a temperate climate 
with (usually) a more than eilequate rainfall, plants just crow. and i ndee::l,are expected 
to .";I'Ow. Those that ~emanr1 a littl e extrn care, therefore tend to fall .by the wayside. 
To be fair, establisher1 pl811ts are seldom aVaila'hl. e from nurseries, so that most species 
ClX'€! g rmm t:rom seed. and thus are more than usually liable to fail if that necessary 
little bit of extra care is not g iven. Moreover, growing plants from seed takes time, a. 
lot of time. es'peclaUy if seed noes not come true to the label. Under these circumstan­
ces it 15 not hard to appreciate that A. number of years can go by with little results, 
unless one is prepared to stooy the plant's needs. From my own attempts am from. seeing 
the results in other gardens. I think that the cruciAl factor is-- the lI1all.a8ement of 
watering in Summer. Losses will occur if plants 'dry out '. 

I.Graminea is the one small Spuri", th!\t is really easy to greW. In most areas it 
will happily thrive in R. sunny bo~er, quickly ~athering a 'lawn' of self-sown seedlings 
arounrJ it. LSintenisil seems to want a sunny position that .,oes not 'dry out' . In most 
G~ens it tews to be short lived. LKerneriM? is usually grown from see::'! and prov1d oo 
tho young seod11nP,s ~o not 'ory out ' 1n Summer it seems t o be happy eno~h in the 
boI"4.er. A few Spurta su~ec~ such P..,S Maritima and Halophila. are grown by f\ few of the 
keener Speci es Folk, and to the best of my knowledGe. will r;row well enour;h, if treated 
in the same manner as Kerneriana. 

Inc1dentally, Jean Sf.evens in'Tho Iris and its Culture' says,'I.l;erneriana' was 
introcluco1 into cultivation by the plant collector, Mr. E.K.Dalls, from. his expedition 
t o ArmcniCI, in 19~-35. From seErl sent out by Mr. Balls. I.Kerneriana. first flowered in 
New Zealand in 19)6'. The New Zealand Iris Society kept In touch with Mr , Balls. who had 
rotircil to the North of Enp;lan~, until his (leath in October 1984. He wa.s well into his 
90's p...ncl had kept active eno~h to plan 1\ trip to AustrRliA. the previous month. 

(Due to the shortage of space, Paul ' s letter, which I fal t was rather important. was held 
over from the July NIL. to give it more space. Since then he has writ.en to say he is 
bcinp; ll.'t'Coo to r egister his ForrestlLc..:rosses . In 1984/85 he sent seeds for inclusion 
in our S80'1 Distlbution, I 1)(H~;ht some and I now have one of his beautiful crosses 
floweri~. I l ove it, and like flaul says, I ",m taking great care of it. f.t the moment it 
is not f\S big as the photograph he sent for the stand . However r have hopes it will 
show some improvement this year. Thank you Paul. 

Now I have &..0 R.pology to ma.ke to both t o both Frances and Paul for an error in 
their Titles, they are the President and Treasurer of the New Zea.l1Uld Iris SOCi§t~ 
respectively, LUlfortunately I moved them to /I ustralia in the Members' List Feb.19 , 
very sorry, I will not let it happen again, apol ogi es all round.Bil.) , 

**************************************** 
SDuria.s at FIESl'/I FHOENIX-87. Guest Iris Cotnmi ttee. by Floyd Wickenkamp. 

Spuria admirers who attend the National Convention in Phoenix next April will 
have the opportunity of seeinr; many of the newest cult1vars in bloom in the tour g ardens. 
These include the latest offeri ngs of such hybridizers as Ben Jiager, Elea.nor r.IcCown, 
Da.vo Ni sHona;er , Gene Gaddle. Henry 1:owlrul, Marion \/al.ker ann Floy(! ~lckenkDJnp . 

Uhiie the time of the Convention (Aptil 14 to 18) may seem unnuly early for 
Spurias, our experience, ~uriI'lfl the peo.at several seasons, is that' peak bloom ' occurs 
about the 3:rn. week of i\pril, ant'! this past year saw goOfl Spuria blooms durinr; the 
entire month of i\pril . 

Most of the Tour Gf\.roans will have at lel\st a few Spurias •. 0\ number of them 
tu\.vc fifty or mo-re varieties. Floyr1 Hickenkamp ' s ga.:rrlen devotes more than half of the 
bed s paco to Spuria Guests , ol der vRrieties I'l.nri Floyd ' s seoolings, some 200 clwnps in All 

Ben Har-er's 5puriRS will be much io evir1 ence, since Ben sent a t otal of 49 
rhizomes, incllYll~ many of his new 13.n~ ,a.s yet, unMlDoo seedli~s, itS well as his recent 
intr~uctions fl1l(1 registrations . 

Among the Name:l Guosts are :- the A.I.S. R.., . (descriptions paraphrA.sed from 
Dooks, ) 

with P1U(J blu(I edges . 

. 
'AMBErrl TIrHLES' (NiswOMSr-81) PAle bIue sta.ndards, R.ffiber fnlls 
'ARIS hLIV~' (Niswonger- 84-) Lavemer self, yell ow sL.;Ml. (cont . ) 



r'~e CS. 

Standards dark blue-purple, falls dk.yellolf with bl.-pl.rlm 
Blue with white infusi'on'" on f'aJ:ls,yell ow s ignal', 

Deep velvety brown self f ora.l'¥;e s i gnal • 
. velvety brown, r~yed o~a signal. 
Standp.,rds maroon brown, falls maroon heavily speckled Bold. 

mah~any-red self ; deep yellow signal . 
Dark vlol e t-bl ue self I small gol ti signal. 

orange self. 
Medium yellow blem,peppered with tiny brown dots. 

JJ.L,.clush blue-purple, t o uch of yellow on style arms. 
orchid pink self, small yellow signAl. 

Lemon-yellow self. 
orange-yellow self. 

lavenner-pink shaded brown-yell ow In throat. 
sul phur-lemo n t o golden-orange In center of falls. 

ruffled tawny-gold self 
DfU'k maroon with large signal of full yellow. 

Stan~ards medium blue-viol e t, fRlIs deep blue-violet shadl~ 
t o chocolate- brown, bglght yellow ray~ signal . 

lI£)VE FDR LEIL/I'(W' i ckenkamp-86) Deep violet self, small brown a.rxl golcl siBnal . 
'MECI'.TnEND '(Hager-86)StaOOards mid violet .outside , inside white overvelnoo in violet to 

solid er, falls mid ... ye1:1ow bordered mid-violet . 
, ( Li{!ht blue self, yellow signRl. 

Standa.li1s cream with dark violet edgillf; noar oo.se, falls 
" " cream sha/1ing to gol p in center, ;Lavender style arms. 

'MYSTIFIIm '(Hal"ker-Abrego-B6) Ruffl ed l omon-yellow self, white style arms with 
yellow midribs. 

'NOIn'HERN I1USE'(Walker-Abrego-8.5) i1ioh blue viol et self, small gold sigruU. 
tOOl"! THIS ' (Hager-8J) ma.uve- "p urpl e with brown influence, small veined yellow signal. 
' PEnrncT SInING ' (Hager- 8.5) Lavencl er stanrhu:'(] S, gol d- bronze fal l s edged lavend er yellow 

s.l.gnal. 
' flUSSI/,?? DLUE ' (Niswonger-8J) l)lue self , veined yell ow signal . 
' RUSSI AN HHITE'( Nislfonp;er-8J) Uhite self with small yellow s ignal. 
'SjWINlIOOD '( Niswonger-8J) rleep brown with arnnge infusion on falls. 
'3PICED TEfI '(Niswongcr-84)Ll.{.t:ht brown staroa.rils , . bright yellow falls with light brown 

rim.. 
'(Gadnle-85) hluish-levemer, gol d 5igM! . 

Gol den brown self, bright gold signal. 
McCown- 80) mue-lavaniler self, brown veined yellow signal. 

~:!9.!!'( HaP;er-B6) Deep velvety violet chaJy)ing t o meilium blue-violet, signal 
brown changing t o bronze. 

'VINl'~E YEi\T/. ' (Niswonr:or-80) Sta.M.;.rds blue-purple, f alls purple, yellow sign..-u. 
In Mu i tion to the introo uced ( or about to be introc'l uced) clll; ti vars listed EO.bove , 

ther e lU"O amoq.; the 'Guests ' numer ous numl:ered s eoollngs •• Some of these l ook very 
promis1~ I'Uld might well be noted (h.tt'i~ your r;arden visits ••• 

~Thank you Floj"l for /i ivinn; us a preview of these c ultivars, they sound very beautiful 
and , no r]oubt, will make 'FIESI'A PHOENIX, 1987 a r esounn ing success, we wish you every~ 
thiI\1 you wish yourself , gooo weather a..m "a. 'feast t of blooms . 

Since writing this account , Floyd's I.Spuria. ' Son of Suns'has been r ecommems'l as the 
most po-pular Iris. tllthe :aest ancl Good Luck with it.) 

I f you want t o know more about these Irises with such a v~riety of colours and rlelica te 
shadi~11 the SPuris Iris Sovlety of the AmeriCan Iris Society have published a. llst--­
we he.ve p~ copy in the Li braxy, "but you CM send f or one yourself by wri ti~ to Floyrl 
an:l semin,! a remittance to t-

Mr. Floyt:l WlckcnkP.mp, 
10521, Dell arose Drive, 

SUN CITY. AZ . 85351 U.S.A. 

The SpuriF.l. Irises--Introouction am Varietal Listing--m985 (lD-Htor Jamas J .Foreman.) 
By Surfaco r~.il anywhere- 5 dollars post pain. 
Dy Or to Europc---------- 7 doll:u-s 75 cents post rain. 
By Air to J.ust . & N. Z.----B nollR.Xs 50 cents post paid . 

Five copi es 28 dollars post paid . 
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A Comprehensive Survey of the Japanese Iris. 
(Continuing'Dr. Downen's Thesis, which is reproducErl by kind 
of tho 'nevlew' of the Society of Japanese Irises U.S.~.) 

**************** 
8. Growim the Hybrid SeedllMs. 

by Ilray M.llowden. 
permission of the Editor 

Sovenol methods CM be use<l. for Rrowinr, the hybri~ seoos. I ro"vo usoo two methods. 
In the first methoo, the seeds were sown directly 1n the ac1d1c so11 of the Japanese Iris 
plot 1n the fall. The seoos overwlntered thoro and germ1nA.t~ well the next Mp.y. Vogt 
(1983) recommend e:'! thls method. I obtalned better rasul ts with A. second method. 'Ehe 
hybricl sooos'were stored 1n the fell 1n fl rofrie;erator ?t ",bout 44-48 neg. F. In early 
11.A.y of the followln,c; Sprl~1 the seeds were planted in pots of commerciru. "Planting 601l. 
Growth Has slow e.t first, but by July, the se~llnp;s 1n the pots htu:'I .mush 1'ridcr leaves 
I:l.OO the plnnts were thicker than the seedlirw,s in the garden plot . Experience has tA.ught 
me t o use dilute solutions of ferrous sulp~te in the pot soil, and I think that some 
P8p.tlhoss shoulrl also be used. I d ilute t he ferrous sulphate at the rate of t~tablespoon 
in el\ch gallon of wA.ter. Each pot should be watered well with tho s ol ution to c ure or 
provent chlorosis . This second method eventwUly proouced many v~goMus hybrid plAnts. 
The neH hybrid seEil.linp;s ~an to bloom the seconrl year after p;ermination. Most of my 
hybrid s09Ulngs are from 12 lots of crossed secil sent t o me by Dr. Hirao in the fall of 
1979. I ha.ve selectecl the best clones for testif'Jt1 I am .:Usa testing a few olone s from 
my own crosses l- ' uight Whit e' X 'Warley Plnk" and 'Chiyodaja' X 'Gala t ea. ' ann 
rociprocoJ.. TIeginnirJK i n July 1984-, I pla.n 1:\ modest program of crosses eJ'id will 
s 'pecielizo on some of the excellent blue colours , and possibly the pinks •• 

(Dr. Dowdcn 'S addross 1. 32. Dlnley Dve. , SIl'COE. O!ll'IuTIO. C~NI.llII. N3Y 428. In July 
we ~,ill oontinue with this most interestinp; Thesis, about Plantbreooers a.OO 
Nursery· sources. Our sincere thanks to Dr. Dowden.) 

***********************'***************** 
Iris Species for Shallow Water. 

The la.st part of Eberlvn"Q ' s interesting article 1-

by Eberhard Sehuster. 

Iris l'seudacorus is callec'l 'Yell ow ~rA..ter F1R~'. The species is native to Europe, 
!I est Asia and North ,'feioa., the pl::ults Mve 2-) om. bro::ui, sword-like foliR{,:;e up to Oae 
metre M"I more hi~h am hrp:e yf>~low flowers. FFLlls are lined brown, stl':'J'i'Jards are SIMll 
I'\1'Y'! u-pr~ht . The rhizomes br$l.nch freely. They p.ro rosy tintoo with l'Ulthocya.n1n pigments . 
The "follnwlop; forms are J\vailJ\ble in culture <".nd commorcially~-
' l)ouble '(Florc Pleno) - a double form , looks more curious th$l.n bMutiful. 
'Golilon Gi:ntea.'-introdUCe-'l from Siberi A.. , up to 2 metres or more high, deep yellow. 
'GolileD G,uocn '(svn, var. superba)- deep yellow without ma.rki~ on falls. 
' E.Turnipseed '- creRm whitc. 
'~' - pure white, much smaller in sizc, dWArf form. 
'Cla,ret Cup'-nark r~ violet. 
'Kermisina '-oeep purple. 
' losca'-soft pAle rose , sl!\JlO~ler ·in size. 
' Stall<\. .la1n'- p1'l.lc blue . 
'.Ollver Pea.sa' - r9"1 purple . 
'rUnt li'rcsh '- white veined r~ . 
' Mnllntain Drook' - light blue. bloominp, ~lier. 
'V crnal '-( 61ear orchid pink. 
'Versinn '- '{link, dwArf p,rowim; . 
' \.I nn Hina. '- dark rect o 
LVorsicolor FIJld its forms h!\s Pjener ous branchiM , numerous boo'Wnd graceful flowers. 

, - C1."O S e (11 'Ehcreforo, they are excellent i'>:::u-nen pl fl.nt s . In recent years, e by Dr. Ta.mbem est 
Dorlin) , of I.Versicolor with I .LPzevigata (Versi-Laev, hybrlds) are available. They 
combine the best qualities of their parents, free-bl oomi na; , with l arger flowers than I 
Versicolox. fI cross of LVerslcolor with I.Pseooacoru§ is available in Enr.;land too. l\ 

form in about the SMP. size as I.Psetn"corus with yellowish flowers lineil 'hlue. The 
flower form is more like I.Versicolor. 
Iris' 'Gcr;e1n Darby ', surely a hybrid with I.'lirninica,is a. h~y varioty for shallow 
~,ater too, here in our German climate . It i ~ A. stro!l/1' Brower with elcc;ant flower stems 
hi~h above the t op of the foliap;e . The case of the foliage and the flower s tems are 
col oureil purpl e; R. decorative garden effeot. The flowers are blue, they l ook like 
Iris Viminica. (cont ~ over.) 
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/Ill these Irises AXC abso1 utcly haJ."I::lY here and CM stand in shallow lfater all year roum. 
Other Species, o.~. I.Ensata, I.VirRinica, I.Setosa and I .Chrysogranhcs uo not suffer if 
they stand in shallow water for a while. ~, they are not true water Irises. There is 
a group of Irises too, for shAll ow water , which we should not :for~et . I mCFl.11 the 
Lou1sie.nns 1- LFulvA" I.Nclsonli, LGigantice..orul ea, I.Dr evicaulis a.rK'! the many hybrids. 
They need speciAl care i n our German climate, but it is possible to crow them here with 
success. I.Drevlcaul is i s the only hardy species among them. 
All the Iris Species and Varieties for the Water Garrlen are the most important ones in 
my Collection ••• 

************************************* 
1aglonal ~eport for ~st Anglia. by Jeck Venner. 

,.. bout Irhl ?seu<i=\.c0t..l!§.. 
Iris Pseool\corus is widely known as the common yollow [laM flag , often featured in 

pictures ~ palntiIlP,s of rural. scenes. It has been t ouched upon In many artioles about 
Irises, ·and for most peopl e tha.t is about it l But , I feel there is a l ot mor o to this 
virt1J;>~ly imestructahle Iris thA n one lIllJ!ht think. 

Some years AgO, At my former home In Dexley, I <"lp-ciden to 6ivC thi s Iris a try, and 
obt:unoo the varietal form' 'Gol den Queen '. I n very por ous, samy soil, 'over gravel , it 
di'l not p:row parti c ularly well, which is not surprisi~ since, 1n the wil:1, the common 
form is usually fo~ ~rowin~'in shRll ow wat er. However, when I moven house t o Essex, it 
romp0d away on the moist cl~y soil ann g~ve masses of flowers over a long period . Later 
I acquire"! P. :3P.stlU.'flii , the ve.ri ety with cr ep.m:r flowers, this MS r-;rown well am 
flowered ~.bundantly. ~ 
Three years ago, I neglected t o collect the socii pods, the r eaol t was ~sourla.corus 
sGedli~1s up everywhere , even amonR the T . B' s . I allow~l most of them to r each the 
flnweri ng st~e, to see If ~ny of them ~ 1ffQren in ~y way from the pp.xent s. The . 
Bastariii seenlings were, near enOUGh, look-Alikes, but 3 forms fro~ ' Gol den ~ueen 'were 
interesting enoURh to save . One of them I IFl.:belled 'V form I'. i t was f. massive plMt 
with leaves nearly 3" wide at the base. The flowers had narrower fall s than 'Cold en 
Queen', but they flarl¥1 out , lIlRkim them l ook larger. 'V form 2 ' hAd flowers similar to 
'Golilen Queen '. but again with ruuTower s8f!\i-flari J1fl fAlls . 'V form )' prod ucoo many 
flowers on ~ shorter pl ant , this onc lncken the bol~ness of the othor two, but it w~s 
~rowing in 1e/;1'; tl1::tn ideal conditions , ~F\.inst ~. l ow l:lrlck wall, and /llf\.y not have 
folf l11 00 its potentiAl--I movor' it b .st year , -in early !\utumn t o p, marc favoUI'l'\.ble sit a 
One thif¥': I noticO'1 ~bout Rll three WI".S th~t the small, rerl-bro.wn, .. Spee-I markings . so 
notic~ble on the falls of 'Gol~en Queen ', were either very fBlnt or absent altogether. 
However, the flowers of &~ch plant hart a semi-circl e of markings surroundi QB the ~ts, 
resembliw, a necklace. On ' Col<ien Queen' thes/) m?.rki~s lU'e a.bsent, or so indistinct as 
to generally Pass unnoticed . I have been very please<i with t hese three forms. In the 
In.st two years they have bloomed over a long peri od, 'but, caution, they neOO pl enty of 
r oom in which tn ~row. 

I am n"lw':'(rowinp; other forms f)f L Pseooacorus t hat are , not only, cUstlnct , but II\(\Y be 
useful in breeilim. They :U-8 as f ollows 1-

I.I'.MRndschurica-/u'Ows }-4ft ., h:\s Mrrow 1 ea.ves , flow ers seem deeper coloured , possibly 
sOllle orar¥'{e pip;mcnt , 'neckla.ce ' very pronounced-almost black . 

I. P.Ni5rR.stem - 8.0 unnNTII'iI variety sent t o me by Ben H"\(I;cr. It is in fact a. typical 
yellow-flowere<l Pscuilacorus, b~t with dark purpl e stems, I cnJ.l it 
Ni~rastem for conveni ence. 

j):i\VC Niswonger's S8(~lingS (sclectErl)-sa.1<1 to M ve laIUer, superior fl owers and to be 
much less vi~orous thAn most forms. I can vouch for this descri ption, 
mine f l owererl on a s i np.le fn.n , but , R.tpresent. no rhizome increasc a t 
All , whether this will be so, r8!llAins to be seen. 

I .P,Vro.riooa.ta - is faLrly well known. Grown for its 0010 am impressive foliage ,rat.her 
than its o~linary yellow flowers. These leaves t enn t o turn completely 
green after flowerinv,. 

I have not seen any plants of F . 'Sul phur ,.lueen' , but thosc I have grown from seed, have 
flower ed and prov~ to be cUsappointirll1; . Cy)la.rtlett brot.r,ht some seed back from New 
Zealand of crl;anl colouro1 forms p,rowiw, alongside their rivers , I no not know qulte 
what to expect as they have not yet flower~l . . 

Dcn H~r has a miniature form about 10 ins. tall with ab~ant foliane (grassy). I 
(la not have this. Another I would like t o ~row is Pseur1a.corus 'Ill ba.!. Pictures I have 
seen, show most attractive, pure white flowers with bro~l flari~ falls. Distribution 
seems to be very limit9(l . Has any Member (tot this pl ease??? (cont . ) 
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No article on I . Psetrlacorus woulil be complete without mention of the 68 Chromos ome 

totraDloid f orms raised in Germany. P. Jeuron s eems t o be the best of them. Jay Jeffs Rave 
me threli plAJlts, I find that they are vigorous wi thout bei~ rampant. The fl owers have 
rFtther narrow falls, whioh flare almost horizontally, g iviw, them the appearanoe of a 
~reater size . strangely the leaves seem narrOlfer than most dipl oid _':)rms . 

?seudacorus will hybridize with other Irises; 'Hol den Clough ' being the best known 
hybrid for) reasons:-(l) it~ strange yellow flowers, h~avily striated with purple-brown. 
( 2) its amazi~ly rampant growth . (J) not least, the ongoing controversy regarding the 
identity of the pollen parent. Hybrid s from ~seudacorus (~ chrs.) with Ensata/Kaempfe? 
(24 chrs.) are generally unsatisfact0ry. They AXe mostly pale l emon, the shape shows some 
of thQ Japanese influence, hut the ?seudacorus seems to dominat e . The foliago is 
ext remely chlorotic in spri~ to mid-summer, l ater turning from white to Greon. I have 
one of the best known 'Kimboshi', about 2 ft. hig h, flowers in late July, it is really 
nothil'\3 more than a curiosity. 

If I have omitted commenting on other f orms, it is because I do not know them, or an 
ol ner form, sadly l ost to cultivation. I read that out of a larse plantil\3 of ?sewacorus 
se~s, a few seedli~s had prorluced an exceptional amount of red-brown col ouring on the 
faJ.ls. If correct , they must have borne some resemblance t o T.:9.Varieeata.s. I must . 
confess that I have not seen any, anfl I knoe of no-one who has I However. perhaps you have 
if so, perhaps you will let o ur Hon. Secretary know pl ease. 

It is a pity that this Iris in its forms ann varieties is, t o a large extcnt,neglecte1 
The solI requ1rements. certainly do not hamper its r;r owth, heavy, samy, rather acid, all 
excent chalk, but always pl enty of moisture. The colour range is, perhaps r ather limited, 
but it is pest and disease free, and produces lazue quantities of s eed . There can be 
little doubt , that in the hands of the hybridlser with vl enty of space, groat patience 
an::1 careful selection, many improved forms of varyin£; heights could 00 prod uced for 
growi~1 in the garden am also the show bench. Why not 'have a go ' ••• 

************************************* 
Rea;iC!laJ. !lenort f or t he South. by Adrian ~hittaker. 

Those of you who grow Spurlas in the U.K . will, doubtl ess have experienced the 
aGvorse eff ects on noweri~ rluriJ1? t wo years, with generally less sun em warmth thanwe 
have haV previously. I have noted, in my own gard en, some of the Species are more 
reliable, in terms of s:lt1sfe.ctory floweriM, than their off springs . I am thinking in 
pnrticular tlf I.OrientYie. It would , I think, be useful information for Members of our 
Group, if others l~owin,c; Spurias in North West Europe and similar climates, could write 
in with their own experiences of particularly good performers, so that Good 'stock ' plants 
coulr1 be irlentifierl and recorrled for the futuro. 

Generally, most Spurias, once establ ished , grow well here and survive the Winters 
with no problems, but a primary aim should be the cultivation of plants which also g ive 
a GOod floral. return for care bcstowe1 . It is worth sayino; aga.1.n that batter garden 
r.esults must accrue from Spurias bred particularly t o suit this climate, rather than 
ran~om selections . 

If one l ooks at the climates of the areas where Spurias are native , there i s littl e 
to suer;est that they should be expected t o do particularly well in N.H .Europe, so we 
must breed a.riI s el ect from the 'best carrHdates avail able . To do, this-- factual 
information is of the greatest importance •. 

Thinking about Spurl as ip the ~ardcr. , ants are a common problem. My ot-rn impression 
is that some pl~ts are chosen by the ants in preference t o others. They appear to be 
attn,cte-l by the nectar, but other factors may be at work. Perhaps others have made more 
detailed observa.tions which they may like to write in and share with us ••• 

********************'***************'*** 
?lreioneJ, Report for London. by nnne manco Vhi te. 

Anne is concorned in case Members are confused by the use of the terms I .Kaempferi 
PW L J::nsp,t a in her l ast Report. L Kaempferi is now a synonym of I.Ensata and , altho~h 
we fixe li'kely to use I.Kaempferi to refer t o the more spl endi ferous hybrids , this USBBe 
is incorrect . ( I am afraid I have been g ull ty in the past Anne, sorry) . 

SPlBI A T:tIALS. ~lembers of this Group sho uld not e that these tril'ls are continuing 
at ~1isley and will be r epb .nterl <lgp.in in four years time. We shall then necrl l{):aE 
VA.J.1ImI'IES to plMt out . That JIlE'ans we would like t o see more plants cat the J .I.C. i n the 
irrtcrveniq:; yoars . 

As to the q ualifi~ations of t ho plants themselves, t hi s must depend t o rg~~t~Jtent 
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on the hre~l~. The smaller Spurias do tend to have fewer flowers than thG b1s ones, BO 
probabl y throe flowers to Ft spike for them, but certainly four for the taller forma. We 
will be interested in anything the size of 'SHelforr1 Giant', but it is a bit of a joke in 
the avcrAGe garden. Do take advantae;e of the open seooling classes in shows, where 
possible, to Ret your plants i1iscussen by the Joop,es . Try to avoi d petals so overla.pping 
that the flower looks more like an overblown Ensata, and make sure that they do overtop 
their leaves. 

(1.00, I nearly forgot, if Myone can, ~!3t me have a piece of LSPuria '1Iadi Zemzem' I'd 
be grateful. Perhaps they woulc'l get in touch with me . 

In the July 1986 NIL. /lnne mentionerl the c'level opment .. of a strain of Japanese Irises 
in Germany called 'C l'::m : calcium resistant, as Currier has now confirmed in the 'Review' 
of the Society for Japanese Irises. He agrees with I\nne,that they should be tried ae;ain , 
8-~ also supplies the name of the grower as tns late Hex stelger. In the 1960's Currier 
had a number of these plants, both in New York am Mal ne, unfortunately they were 
Grad ually lost , but he would like to hear from Members of the S.S & J. whose soil 
conditions are alkaline, and are interested in trying an experiment, he will gladly 
provide seen.s. 

*********************'*iI'***************** 
~c:don;:>l Report :';)r the !Jest MidlMds. by ItUllp flll cry. 

!1r. John Taylor of Moreton-in..1Marsh. t.ll West Midland Hembers wlll feel a. deep sense 
of loss at John ' s passifll!;. t. Well-loved a:nd respecterl Member of our Group Md a past 
Chalrman, he was Ii1l interne.tional f~ure in the Iris world, so I leave it to others, 
better qualified to prepare his obi t uary. I particularly shall always r emember his 
kinnly encouragement to a newcomer. 

Hr. Drett TUBsler of 1loulton. News of Jrett , who was the 3 .LS.Hon. Treas. and who 
also (Ued an the same day nec . 8th . came as a great shock to lIlany of us, who, altho~h 
we Here not in close sontact with him, .remember his very successful orf,anlslng of the 
11oulton Shows, M~ like .our Edit or has sain, I too remember the superb rlisplay of 
sec<llines and plants grown from seed, offered in the seeil list, he created in 1986, an 
cncouracrement to us,that such excellent results are possible. 

n~lstrations- 1986 Year Book-Correcti onsr-
I would like to take this oppo.~unity to correct my error in the registration of 

' (.l(lriclge Parasol' a Japanese Iris . . To describe the standards as ' pinnate , is inaccurate 
a.n::~ misleading . My apolQf?;leas to a..ll concerned . PhUip ,\11ery. 

Hybri~ Sibirica Varieties f or the Beginner. 
This article was promised in a recent newsletter. Althoush such recommendations 

are influence(! by personal choice, I have taken the pru:lent course of consulting Mrs. 
Jennifer Hewitt, the Group ' s 'Siberian Specialist ' and Harry Foster, MothGr leading 
~rowcr in the West Mldlanns . 

The Varieties recommerrled are; -
C. Uhite - v. 'AnniverSarY " c. Yellow - v. 'Drearoirw: Yellow' I c . Laven(ler - v. 
' L,weooer Light' J c. ?ale mue - v . 'Soft Blue ' I c . Turquoise blue - v. 'Ca.mbridge 'l 
c . J.11(1 blue - 'Silver E'ilp,e ' I c. Dark medium blue - v . 'Orville Fa.y': c. Ro:l - v. 'Helen 
f.stor' ann c. R~i1ish -purple - v. ';l:uffled Velvet '. Many of these varieties, or suitable 
?~terna.tive8, shoLllrl be available for purchase under the Bl .S. PlMt Scheme this year. 

"hen plantil'\1 Siberian Irises a carefully selecte(l and well-prepared site, takiIlG 
account of their 1Jr0winp; needs should result in a reward i ng display of these elegant a.OO 
f,raceful hybrids. rteally I cannot (10 better th.-'lll recommend the 'be(3innGr to read 
Dr. Currier's 'Siberian Irises'. 'Bhis excellent public~tion covers most a.spects of 
Siberia.n Iris culture, with atlclErl reference to sources for further study. 

(Philip has just taken over as Secretary of the Oemontant Group, if you are interested 
please write to him, his adflross is 199, 'r/ Alsall Rd . II.LD1ImE . Nr. HALSf.LL WS9 OBE. 
Dest wishes in your now appointment Philip. EH.) 

Composts a..."1d &.nures. 
I have promised comments on this subject, but an interim r eport only is sent at 

this staae. My own limited experiencG of the special requirements of Iris seed germin­
ation sl.{".gests that whether soil-less composts arc ocscribed as 'General ' I ' Multi­
purpose I or 'ImPl';'ovod', there is usua.lly some benofi t from the (\Clrli tion of ~ by vol ume 
of a. mix of horticultural sharp send and fine crushed horticultural quattzite in eq,ual 
parts . This is not M original idea an:1 does not apply t o the same extent to J ohn lnnes 
so11- based composts. However, I am now rulding."t by volume, of horticultera.l sharp sand 
tc J.1. composts and will report the results. ~IhatGver compost or other mei.'iL1fc5iit~1ed 
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it must be sterile . Both the r ed uction of moisture-retainifll; capacity o.nP the dlsturblnce 
of the tra.ce element balance, must be taken i nt o a.ccount when mod ifying composts. 

"'>P--I1Y Members of thls Group have far more experlence than I have , an:l prc}a.bl.y 
Germinate 8000 on a much more extensive SCfl~e. Surely it Is possiblo to establish 
stancllU."C1s for composts to be usEirl for the r,ermination of seed s of I ris Species arKl their 
hybrlf1s in which Members of the Group have a. ppxticular lnt er est. Tho ch<>..ractoristlc 
size ~ shape of these seE:K'1s differ. To whA.t extent I s there a {Uff ercnce in their 
p;errolnatlon medium requirements? Comments please! I t 

**************************************** 
The CroUP Library 

Copies of the 
Hon. Llbrarianl-

fol l owi ng American Books and PUbllcatlons are obtal fu'\bl e from the 
Mrs. J ennifer. Hewitt, 'Haygarth', Clceton St. 11a.ry, CLl!DDlmY ro:rI'IMER 

KI DDERMINsrEn l/ore • • DY14 OQU. 

Siberia.n Irises by Currier IicEwen. 
The Spurla Irlses--IntrOliuctlon a.m Varietal Llstlng-1985. ID-lltor James.J .Forman. 
Newsl etters of the Spuri~ Iris Soci ety. 
Reviews of the So61~ty for~ua~aoe8e Irises. 
J ournals of the Siberian I r is. 
The Genus Iri s , subsection Siblric~e . B.I . S . 
Alphabetical T""ble FtJ1d Cultlv"l.tion Guhle to the Species. E.LS . 

llease incl ooe ?ost~e whe n requestlw, 1 tems. 

***************"**"**************11-******** 
INCOME "ND EXFI'llDITURE ~CCOUNr F\):l pm YEA;' ENDED 31st. DIOOEMIlE11 1986. £ 

12. 2. 86 News l etter anrl Post~e 56.93 Subscriptions 56 . 25 
Covers 5 (commut ed Subs . ) 25 
Le1\flets 3. 10 Donations 3.16 
~eceipt 'Book 3 Interest 4 .43 
Expenses (photogl'""phs Se€Xls 12.30 

materials ete) 19.15 Plants )1 
Post~e{ inolud ing pol s .) Lit. & NIL sol~ 4.)5 

alYl Sta.tionary 1.5.35 Coff ee Mornil\'; 
~ .H. S . noom (l.H.S . Show) 6 profit 28 . 50 

18.7.86 Newsletter 1U".d Postage 50 . 14 f·1oulton Show 
l'ostw;e (ine . pels. ) pr ofit 60 .14 

am St a.t i onary 16 Stock: -

1-;4. 67 
surplus 44 . 26 

commuterl Su1:>s . 2.5 

f 24) 9) 

Newsletters 
Covers 
D. I.S . Lit. 
Lea.flets 

10 .70 
4.20 
2.40 
1.50 

£ 24) .9) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------
fl.ccumulatoo FuM. 

surplus 
commuted Subs 

£ 
56 . 81 
44.26 
25 

I nt erest 
Cash in Bank 
Interest 

) .94 
72.84 

49 
)0 
10.70 

Cash in Res.A/e. 
Newslotters 
Covers, Leaflets 

& Literature 8. 10 
------------------------------------------------

£ 126 .07 £. 126 . 07 
*********************************************** 

Tot.u Cash in Dank & ~I e .£ 107. 27. 
Si apgq •• Jack Venner Chairman. 
Troa,surer' B Tlep0rt. In thankiflf} everyone who has halpe("l to make this balance look 
h~lthYI I must still ask you t o pay your ~ubs . R.S promptly as possible pl ease. Profits 
arc soon swall owed up by ri8i~ pricos . Yo u have t he sf\tisfacti on of knowi~ that your 

(cont.) 
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efforts in sending seoos a.n~ now plants, when we gat started I hllve enabled us to keep the 
Subscription at the £1 level for another yCl'.r. I wou1<'l J?Oint out 1n the llccount that 'the 
figures of sea:s,plants am I 1tcnture sold, do not lncl Lrle those of sales at Shows etc. 
these arc 1n the over~l proflt. 
nack Numbers of the Ne!!.~~:-

Copies of Alex Dack's Original Newsletters (now an Historical Document) •• ita still 
ha.ve some available. hice lOp per copy~s 13p. lJostMe. 
Newslcttcrsl - lu1..:r 1.9111 ..• f,gbrua."!:'y 1982 and February 1983. Price JOpr plus l1p 
Net~slettersl- Febru~x_).9~5 .• February.!2.§§ ?rice 400. plus 13p. 

************************************ 
Member's Letters. 

Mexl ane /·hl tlu;g wrote P.t Chrlstlllas, r a t har sadly, I thought I that the reason she 
cfUUlot g rDl'f Splrrias and Japanese Irises is' because they are on an end-moraine of yellow 
saOO I'IJ"i! pebble, more thR.n 4 ins. d.eep . Even Bo:u:"C1ed Irlses IU'O not happy on .this. 
Slberians, Hhich Me.rlene ~rows from seed, will grow, out they hA.ve to be lfatoroo quite 
heavily. HOHcvcr, help is at haM; her son's Mrrlen isppre peat, 80 they should gr ow 
f or him. Knm.flng our F,:fI«(lish climate to be milder am wetter than her area in Germany, 
no ctoubt we will U!'J.c1erstand her rUfficulties. On the credit side, however, Lilies, 
Pulsatllll'l.s, IHliums even Hellebores llke the li ry SlllIlmer conditions. Hybridis11'l6 her 
Siberians, from her own hreeding line is Marlenes,'malri preoccupation ••• One d2'.Y sho will 
tinc'l that one magical one • . eV'E!7;y hybrldisers dream., (Best of luck from us £Ill. lJj ,) 

**************************** 
Carol~e CIa.:! wrote lA.st year t hat she was moving to a. small farm, and was in the 

process of tre.nsplanti~ about 1000 Iri ses . ' She was very impressed with Den Ha{;:ers 
'mi th Holfor(! ' a.t . last yeArS convention . Yellow ruffled stands and dark, lilac-lavender 
falls, very rtUflec1. It WI\S the S1lIa.sh-hlt of the Show, and won . the Presidents Cup. The 
runners up were 'Chico !1M.d ' (Luihn) , anti , 'Fragrant Lilac'(HMer) . The'Cook Cup' was won 
by 'DUfkY Challenger' (Schreiner), runners up were 'Colortart'(Inerest) and 'Sea Wolf ' 
(fl.1ken. Now I have not hea.rd frpm Carolee since this J uly l etter, I am wondering 1f 
she he.s (-,;one down under :th<'\t laM, of Irises ••. I hope not ••• come in Carolee, wherever 
you are, let us know your nows (EFl.) 

***************************** 
Hclen Grie~ is not too well , we hope she will soon be feeling better. She writes 

that she is contlnui~ her hybrldizlrlfl program of her Spurias. She has one he~f­
acceptable cl onc from 'rtnk_Cannles; whi ch she hopes w111 improve. It is alon{1;sine 
'La Sen~1a ' ooth 1960 introiluctionp, by Ferguson, still most <'Iistinetive in their c'ol or 

: cl-nss (La Sendn..-rosy laveooer pink with light yellow on falls and 'Pink. CancUos ' 
pa.l~ ora.nr;o(S?J.mon), fAlls violet blenti givi ng a gray CA.st.). /I more roundco::l typo is 
' Detty Cooper'{McCown), lir;ht violet, llRhtly streaked pale yell,ow, falls l ight Violet, 
oordor with strong orangc a'ent er, heavily veined brownish purple , rufflec'l, slight 
frai1rellce , also ' R::trbarLlLKiss '(McCown) , violet lightly streaked pale yellow, fpJ.ls 
stro~ violet bordoring or~e-yello8' slr,nal., veinerl brownish purpl e , rufflee .... 

(This e.ccount of Helen's Spurias in her Barden is so interestinG, that I am Goicig 
to continue it in July, so that I can give it more spa.ce. They sound l ovely arKl I only 
wish He coulr1 soe more growing in this country, do ' nt you ??) 

**************************************** 
~lith the aim of l'incUnp: out more about Slblrica" Spurb, and Ja:pMese Irises •.. their 

rectuirements Rlld how well they grow nround the Uorld, .... e would apprecia.te it, if you 
could takc time out,to let us know how it is with yOll, how do they grow in your 'neck of 
the woCYls I, ann any comments you like to mnke, tips etc . 

He will 'Pose a. fe"" questions in each Newsletter end then Gather it all tOGether and 
give you the benefit 0« t he resUlts . 

(1) Do you grow Sibe.D-M Irises ••.•••.. Yes .• No •• If you do, please say if you have any 
. of the newest iliploids and tetraploids •••••.•••...••..•••••••••••.•• ·•·•·•• ........................................................................ 

(2) Do you r,row S-pur!» Irises ..•••.••••• Yes ••• No •. If you do please say if yeu have any 
of the newest hybrids ••... ••••• .•.••..••.••. •·•• •• · ••••••• ·.·.········, ............ ... " ................................................... . 

(3) Do you Grow- Japanese Irises .. .•.. • • . Yes ••• No •.• If you , do,p~aaet:.e8' ·.f you have 
fillY of the neH'est hybrids .. ••.• • ••...•.• , .•••••••• '" •••• •• •••• ••. . • ••• 

. ..... ..... .. .. .. 0.··'· ·.· · .. ··· ·· ········ .. ·.··.(mote ·lA ·JU!y: ••... 



LIST OF MEHJElS . 
British Isles . 
Mr. i:'. All ery, 199, Walsall ':ld , (lLDnIIX:;E. 
Mr. J ./1 shforct , ' &1 envale , , SMdown Lane , 
Mr. C.Dartlett , Vice l:>:t-lncipal, Somerset 

Nr. Wi\LSI\LL . HS9 OBE. 
NAlaN. Scotl~d. 
Coll ege of (lgr. & Hort. CANNImTON . Bm:roIt.TErl 

Nrs S.Dl ackett , 36, Doxley Drive, umr BRHCFDRD . NOTTINGHAM NG2 (GB. 
Tt,S 2LS . 

Mrs . ~ . Dlanco White, 72, South Hill Park, LONDON . N1) 2SN . (Japanese Iris Specialist) . 
Mr. J . :'Jennett , to, · Roe Lanet WESTIJ.NDS. Ng./Ci\srLE- und er-LYME. Staffs. 
Mrs . c.n .Calvcrt, 11, Bowl ll1f: Lane,flLLBl.IGHI'ON . WOLVE:lHl\MtTON . 
Mr. G.E.Cassldy J .P. 67, Dushwood lld ., KW. SURREY . 
Mr. & !tes . N .Col born, 'Careby Manor Gardens', ClIREDY. srflMrortD. Lincs. 
Mr. & Mrs. D.Conley, 17, lklsle Close,AINSDALE. SOUrHiO:tr . !'R8 JTF. 
Mrs. P.Dent, J.P. 11, New Rd . nADCLIFFE-on-TRENT. NOTTINGHAM. 
Prof. D.A .Dlxon, ' SeR. Dirches ' , 6 , ~holas /'.ve •• ~/HITDURN. Co. DlJ!llii\M. 
Mr. r1.J .Dunnlng, 94-, Earlsfield Rd ., LONOON. Sd 18 3DP. 
Mr. A.Edwards, 'Tryfan', Burney Rd ., WEST HAMBLE . DOnKIID . Surrey. RHS 6AT, 
Miss L.LE):lwP ... .l.'ds, N.B.E. 6 , Adbolton Grove , HEST BRIJX;FORD. NO'ITINGHlIM. NG2 ,5f\:lt . 
Mr. & Mrs. H.Fost or, .56, Darren View,CilICKHCMELL. FOUYS. NP8 l DS. 
Mrs . Yft .Frasor, Darshasn House , ROUNUdOOD, Duckler's L ane , KIteS LIINGLEY. HERI'S, W~ BDE. 
Mrs .. E.Frenkial, 11, "1:otherfie1d ;"'l:d . CARSHALTON. Surrey. 
Mrs . M.Geeson, 'Coach GI'\;P Nurseries ', L/lNGA::t. NOTTS. 
Mrs . H.Gocxhtin (Vice-Chmn.) 42, Tycehurst Hill , LOtGHl'ON , ESSEX. IG10 lDII , 
Mr . G .Goodard , 2S, Horninr.z:ton 9:d. , CHINGF01D. LONOON . E.4. 
Mrs . D.fu..nsford Horris , ' The Little House', .58, Oakley St., BELLE VIal. SHJE;l'SDURY. Sal op 
Mrs . J .Hewi tt (Librarian) r ' Haygarth ', Cl eaton st . Mary. CLEDDURY miU'HtER, KIDDEaMINSl'ER 
Hrs. J .Harris, 182, Rutland 1!<l ., WEST nRIlX:FC~h~ili&TffiG!iR!if.isl15t). DY14 OQU. 
Mr . & Mrs. P .Hooson, 11, Dorchester Gardens, HEST 3RIJX;FORD. NO'ITINGHI\I1. 
Mr . V. H,Hum-phr cy, 8 , Howbock f«j " ARNOLD . NOTTINGHAM . NGS BAD . 
Mr . H.R.Jeffs, 'Nutfleld Nurseries ', Crab Hill Lane, S . NUTFI ELD . REDHILL. SY. mu Sf(;. 
Mrs. /I. . lG.ausnor, 70, Mfl.IDfI. V/lLE. WNOON. W9 l PR. 
Mr. F.I.Knowles, 11 , Garth Road , SEVENOAKS . KENT. 
Mr. P.R .Me-.ynard , 43, Sea Lane, GOIlING-by-SE/\ . flOrti'HIl£ . Sussex. ~12 4Q.D. 
Flt . Lieut. H. n . McCarthy, 31, Northern f., ve., HENLOY BEDS . 
Ms . f., • McCrcary, 13, Cricket I nn Gardens,HYDE Pt.:UC . SHEFFIELD . 52 5Vr. . 
Mr .. ., Mrs. H. Morris , ' Pine House Nursery', :'tearsby 1d ., GADDESBY . LEICESI'ER. 
Mr. T . Napleton, 14, Salisbury Avenue , US!' LUKE. IOt.t:;HOOOOlGH . Leics. LE12 6NJ . 
Mr. P .Oliver Smith, ' Paxted House' , Brenchley Rd ., Brenchley TONBRIEGE . KENT. TN12 7PB. 
Miss P.M.Olver, 'The Garden House' , /lnp,ley Park, CRiUffiROOK. KENI' TN17 2FN . 
Mrs . H.Owen, 'Parson's Pleasure ' , Ac.TON PlGOT . IICTON DURNELL, SH..~SBURY, 5Y5 7 I-Q , 
Mr. & }'irs. n .G. Parker, 63, High St . IT1CHESI'En. WELLI NGOOROUGH. Northants . 
Mr. J.U . Pf\.ync , 2!.J., Chestnut Road , OAKHt.M . LEICS. LE1S 6Q.r. 
Mr. N.S.Payne, 84 , ~l hatley (lve., rrerrON PARK . lONOON . $1209NU. 
Mr. & Mrs. S.l)iGGin, F1.at 5, Cyprus Lodp;e , Cyprus i1oad , NOTTI NGHAM. 
Hrs . LRadforc1, ,54. TIe'pton rload,UESI' nnIDGFORn. NOTTINCHJ\H. 
Miss H.K. Scopes, ·La....""Ch Cottar,e' , 58, Somerset !toad , NFlI j B/lnNEI' . HEm'S. 
Miss E. M.Shto.rlancl , 'Droad View', Farnboro~h €':ollllllon, Fi\RNOOnotX;H. KENT . 
Mr. LSmlth, 35, Abbey Road , \4EST JoOORS. roaSEl'. UH220t..x. 
Mr. G .Tallack, )8, CFU'lOnbury Park South, LONDJN . Nl 2JH . 
Mr. D.~. Trevithick (Seoo Dist. Offr. ) 86 .. , Grantham Jld . IlADCLIFFE-on-TnENI. NOTTImW.M 

NG12 2 HY. 
Mrs. G • .r..Trevithick(Secty/Treas) . Rddress $\8 above. 
Mrs. M.Tub"', 9,LiIl/lfield R~M, 11IMllLEOON COI'lltlN . LONOON . Sl/19 4QA. 
Mr. J.Venner (Chmn . & Show Secty. ) ' ~aven'8 Croft ', 120, St . Osyth ad., LITTLE CLACTON. 

Essex. C016 9NY. 
Mrs . P .Uarblll'b, 'South Ha.yes', Yarnell~~ ~ll, OXFDnn . OX2 9X. 

Mrs. G.!.Ja,tkins, 9. Sherbourne itead, w~sr DUrx:;FORD. NOTTINGHMl. 
~tr . A.E .vlhittCl$er (S-puriA. Specialist), ' CJ:lestnuts ', Hilden Way, LI'ITLErON . WINCHESI'Ett . 
Mr. ;] .{I..Hilson, ' Dalehca.d ', lOO, :3lackburn :lld . COORLEY . LANCS. ?R:6 8rJ . 
Mr . T .Ulnstanley, 22, Sycamore /lve ., Deecl:J.ill, rIIG/lN. LANCS. 
Mrs. E .UIsl3, 197, The Parkway,IVEil HEATH . IVEIl. DUCKS . Sl.6 OnQ. 
Dr. Marion Hood, 132, Arkwr1.ghts, Ht\ilLOw• ESSEX . CMlO JI,E . 
Dr, n .I.U(')00 S, 8 Coppice Jv,.ve., GRE'/I.T SHELFORD . Ct.MB;lIOCE. CD2 5f\Q . 



• 

• 

• 

• 

DVErlSEt.S . 

Frau. lLt\hlburC, 3171, :otqesbuttel , HOHES FELD. 22 . ~lea.t Germany. 
Herr. m.ilorlin, Laurenbohlw~, 4.6, 7951 , MITTEL- BIllWCH. ?oetfach. 1155. Hest Germany. 
Dr. T .Tambom, 10000, BmLIN. 45 ZlllUllerstrasse 3. West Germany. 
Herr. D . ~hustQr, Post Cailebehn . ~?11. J\.U:;USl'ENHOF. D. D.n.. East Germany. 
Mr. & i·frs . T.~brOllo, P.D. Box 693, llFl/BKlG n01lOON . 971320693 . U. S.A . 
Mrs. Carolec Cl~y, ' .a.>oY. 39~ , W~x§nfi .Academy , pEAY18.ti9V. ijIScausmN 5J916 U.S .A. 
Miss Helen A.Crler. ~671, Pelm Ave. Y01Bt LIND •• CALIFO~IA. 92686. U. S .A. 
Mr. non 1 .Hager , 309, llesi> Road , oourl\ sroCKTaN . CALIFO'1NH . 9~05.U .. S .t. , 
Dr. D.Koz~ . 11?1, ~st Inaho ~venue , SAINT P~UL . MINNESOT~ . 55106. U.S.A. 
Mr. Harry Keuse1 . 4 , Larkdale Dr1v9,LITTLETON . COLORlIOO. 8012). U. S,(I. 
I·lrs. Lorena M. 'ei~ I 'Laurles Cam en' , SPrlINGFIELD . O;{EG(}N. U. S . (I . 

Sr. Currl er M(jiEwen,SO\1l'H HJI."l:PS,' ELL. MA I NE . Q4.079 U . S . ~\ . 
Mrs. Andrew C. 'il A.I'ner , 16815 Falls ]:oad , UPFERee. MA'!1:YLAND . U.S .A. 21155. 
Mr. Trevo:t' Nottle, 57, HRlker Street, STlflLI NG. 5152. South J\ustra.l i a. 
Mr. Paul :::ich~son (Treas . New ZeAland Iris Socty. ) 78, ThA.ckor ay St. UPPEJ HUI'T. 

New Zealand . 
Mrs. Frances Love (?res. New Zealand I r is Socty. ) 11 , Fredorick St. , CA~E3TON . 

Contacts in Societies . 

?resident of the n.I . S. 

Secty of the B. I.S. 

Secty of tho Species 
Group. 

.1!..&.& . 
EHltor of SOuriA NIL . 
Editor of • Siberian' 

Enitor Japanese Iris 
!lQv.1Qw. 

Other ContactR Overseas . 

North Island . New Zealll!ld. 

Mr. H. 'LJeffR, ' Nutfleld Nurser ies ', Crab Hill Lane, 
S .NurFIELD. rtEDHILL. Sy. 

Mr. ?l. . Mayna.ri, 4J , Se"\. Lane, GOl.ING-by- 5E11 • .JORI'HING Sussex 
D.N . 12 4QD. 

Mr . S . H.G .Annerton, Belsay Hall,BELS/lY . NEl'1Cl\srLD-upon-TYNE. 

Gorclon Green, Dox J01 , DONH/IM . TEX/IS. 751-18. 
Mrs . Jooy Hollirw.sW'orth, 1015, IHoowood Lane , llEST L/\Fl\YEITE. 

IN . U.S.~. 47906 . 
'L"el'R.n(l M.1.I eJ.sh, · 7679, \lest D (lvenu8 , KJ\L{lf1(lZOO . MIClUG{.N 49009. 

r1r. Floyrj lllckcnknmp (Spuria)" 10521 , nellflxose Drive, SW CITY. {lZ . 85351. U. S.A • 
Mr. 1I .0uwenoel (JapAAese) R.R. 31 llox 478,TE:lRE HIIurE , INDI~N~ . 47803. U. S .A. 
Mr. Akir1\ HoriMkA. (Presic1ent JA.panese Iris Soc . ), 3-9 , Tan1mach1, 6 Chome Ui nima-Ku 

DSAKA . Japan. 
Mr. Jlm Forem;vl(Preallient SiberlAJl Socty. ). 1360, W'est ~l1chA.ol ' s ';lo . TIPP CITY. OH. 

45371-2028 U.8.". 

Groups. 

Kent Group. 
rlercitl.o G;r;oup, 
I/ est ~adlMd Group, 
.Jemontant Group. 
a.I.S . Publications. 

t~rs . l1a.ry Tubbs, 9 , Lil103:fie1d '1c'1 . VHIDLEOON COMJoDN . WNDON . 5~119 4QA . 
Mrs . Eileeo Wi se. 197, The Parkway,IVER HEilTH . IVEi.l. Bucks . SLO OHQ. 
Mrs . Pa.t Foster, 76 , l'eA.chflelc'l '1d , G!tE'J\T M/lLVErtN. wares. U:a14 4(,~. 
Mr. P.flllery, 19Q , WalsBll 1d . I\LDnIIGE Nr. WflLSf.LL . \139 onE • 
Mr. N.Watklns, 31 , LAXkfiel<'l Rd . FAmrnt\M Surrey. G~ ?DD. 

List ef Plarotsmen a.nd Women in our Group . 
Mit . & Mrs. N.Colborn, 'CarelJy Manor Gardens ', CAlEBY . ST/lMFORn. Lincs . PE9 4Et .• 
Mr. V.H.Humphrcy, 8 , Howbeck nOM, (llNOLD. NOTTINGHAM . NG5 8f.T) , 
Mr. H. t .Joffs, 'Nutf i (".lr3 Nurseries ' , Crab Hill LM9, S.NIJI'FIELD . nEDHILL. Surrey. 
Mr. & Hrs. H.Morr.is, ' Pine House Nursery' I 1eA.rsby noan, G(lDDESJ3Y. LEICESl'En. 
Mrs . M.Geason, 'Coach Gap Nurseries ' , Ll\NG/I':1.. Notts . . 
OversC'.fl.s . 
Mr. & Mrs . T.I.br~o. P.a . ~x 693, NDIBE7lG . onm:;oN. 97132-0693. U. S . A. 
Mr. Ben Hailer. 309, llest ~o"" , SOurH 8TOCKTOI1. CALIFORNIA . 95205 U. S .A. 
Dr Currier I1cEwen, SOurH mR1'S\lELL . Ml\INE. O'~o79 . U.S . /I . 
Hen Ebcrh{l.rtl Schuster, Post Gf\debchn, 2711. Augustenhoff . D.D.R . "East Germany. 
Mrs . Lorena. :!eld, 'La.ur1.es Garden', 41886 McKenzie na.y, sPnINGFIELD . ORBX;ON . 97478 U.5.(, . 
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The Seoo Dlstri bution . 
Page 17. 

Packets of Seeds fI.IC lOp. each (spec!ru.s 25p each). plus PostaBe and Pa.ckMg 26p please. 
Seerls are accepted fro~ Donors, exactly as they are sent, they come from many areas, some 
from overseas, Many thanks to you all, the usual rUles for Distribution apply. 
(v.s. ) denotes ... very short supply. (s.) ••• short supply. (m.} ••• mei lum. (P.). plenty. 
'Please otter ouplicates .. 
Section Laevl!TataQ. . . . 

LLaovica.ta (blue)(v,s.) L Pseooacorus (p), LPs8unacorus Bastarc:Ul Cp). . 
I. Psetx.lacorus . 'Golden .Queen ' .( p) . I.Pseooacorus 'Sul'phur .queen I (m). 'Gerald Darby' (s). 
I. Pseoo1\corus E .. Turnip ,Seed' (vs) • I. Psetrlacorus Nanus (vs). I. PS8LJ:l acorus Varlegata,( s) • 
I.Vcrslcolor(m). I.Versicolor Kermeslna (m), I.Verslcolor 'Stel l a '(s) . I.Verslcolor 
tl1xert ShaIles (8). LVbglnlca (.). 
S ies m feri Ensat . 
I.Ensata Kaempferi m) . 

S?ries Tripetalae. 
I.Setosa 'Savill GRXden Form' (m). 

Seri0s Sibit!Q~~. 
!;~lBtftg~ 28 C~6 . (.). 

'/Inn Dasch'(vs)".. ' Dreaming Yel.low'(vs) •• 'Emperor{s) .• 'Eric the Roo'(vs). 'Floati ng 
Islem '(vs) •. 'Llchterfelde'(ve) .. ' Orvl11e FaY'(m) .. 'Outset ' (m) .. ' ?ink Haze'(vs). 

' luffled Velvet '(vs) •. ' Russian Sky'(vs) .• 'Silver Edge'(vs) .• 'Sea Shadows'(vs) •• 
t~ packet of 'Gatineau' came mixed wi th Chrys~raphes Rubella (both very g ood. Irises) (s). 
Chryso.~phes Elack Form( s) • . Chrys~raphes X Chrysophor mixed (s) . 
I.Forrestll (ve) . 
Section XyXi(l ion. 
I.Halophlla( e) . I.Orlentalls( selfert Seedllngsl (s). I.Orlentall. (S), 

Section Spuria Below. 
THo Irise t 2 • er cketl ­

r~:scooacorus TetraploB (m •• LLaevigata 'Manuru' (Japan) (m) . 

Please sen~ to Hr. D.Trevithick , B6a , Grantham ac o RADCLIFFE-on-TRENT NOTTINGw\M NG12 2HY 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •• 0 ••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••• 0 • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 •••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••• 

N?Ine and Address ....... . ................................ . ......... . .. .. ............. . 
• • • • • • • • • • 0 • •• ••••• •• ••••••••• • •••••••••••• 0 •••••••••• 0 • 0 ••• 

Section SPuris. I.Carthalinae(s). I.Sintenisii(vs). I.Kerneriana(vs). I.Crocea (vs). 
I ,Spurla-Orlentalle Type(s). 

1. Spuria-- ' Harvest Shad ows' ( vs). 'Gole'1 en .Lady' ( vs). 'Violet Bloomfield' (s). '11 hi t e and 
Ycllo~ '(S) , Mixert Hybrlds(opoo 1'011)( vs). Modern /1xd, Bro~n ShaIlcs(s), Mlxed(s), 

Plant S~.les . 
/\.8 a trial this is planned on a 2 tier systeml-

(1) Hembers sen{~ in to ' ba.se ' PIlY spare Irises when they part them, ~ t'ostage will be 

) r efunded , 
. (Thcfl8 will be parted t pl anted in p. pots and sold for the fums • 
(2)Thera wll1 also be a 'Plant Exchange'-- if you see one in the NIL aJY.1 have an 

~uivf'.lent one to 'exchange', then this cp.,n be done , with a Posta.3e a<1justment either 
wa.y , 

' :Ja.sc-!· 11111 be here at B68" Grantham tW . RADCLIFFE-on-TRENr NOTTINGHAM. NG12 ZMY. 
lie hope that when you make a request for inclusion i n the Newsletter , you will send a 

Sll'lall (~onation to cover costs (stamps will be accepted) . 

At the moment we have a small number of the fol l owifl€'p ­
I.Slbirlca 'Nottingham Lace· •••.•••.. 85p . each plus postage. 
L ?seudacorus Bas:eardii •.••••.•..•••. £1 each plus postage 
(l_e plants) 

I require plants •••....... '" . '" .••••• " ••••..••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••• 

Uame 8.0(1 l\.d(lresst- ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • " ••• 0 • " " •••••••••••• • • 0 ••• 

. . 


