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We ve r y much reqret to have to tell you t hat Joan Trev ithick has f inally l ost 
her lonq-runninq battle with cancer and th[lt she died on t he 9 t h of July. 

Adrian ~Ihittaker writes : The sad passinq of Joan Trevithick closes a lonq 
chap t e r i n the history of the S . S . &: J . Group . 

J oan came forward t o take on the duties of secretary and treasurer in 
1978 . Th rouqh her ef fo rts . despite failinq health, the Group steadi ly 
increased in stature and viabllity . Almost every spare moment was spent in 
f und raisino and publicity . Seed and plant sales . co r respondence with 
members i n t he U. K. a nd abroad, coup led with the production of the bi -annual 
newslette r wh ich was entirely hel' s . occupied a huqe sl ice of every week. 

Aware of l'isinq costs and in rJ. a lion, he r capability f or tiqht budqetinq 
enabled subscrip tions to be held at a very low level year after vear . 

Joan was a natural qa r dene r and l ove r of plants, her interest extendinq 
much fur t her t han the irises i nto alpines and beyond . She read widelv and 
appl ied t his knowledqe thouqhtfully. In t he yea r s of my association with 
her . as Group chairman , 1 have r arely found her short or the correct name for 
any plan t 

He r death has remo ved the centra l pi l lar from t he Croup and the 8 . 1 .5 . 
has l ost one of its unsunq ambassadors . lIer richly dese L'ved PilkinqLon Award 
i n 1991, fo r serv lees to the B.1. 5 .• rep r esents a trIumph ove r a dversity . 

Many i r is people have benefited from he r dedicat i on and will be mu ch 
saddened by her depar ture. Our sympathy qoes to he r son Dav i d and her 
family. 

Jenni rer Hewitt writes: There will be many words written about Joan and the 
way in \~hich she has been t he mainspdnq o f the Group for over 15 vea r s and 
made i t the f l ou ris h i nq ent i ty i t is today. I would like to make this small 
contribution because of beinq in at the start and knowinq how nearly Alex 
Back's foundation came to qrief at El ve ry yo unq aqe . That it survived is 
a lmost enti r ely due to J oan. 

To lose Alex, the founder and ins pi rat i on of the Gro up and t he person who 
was keen to do a ll the ha rd work, less Lhan t hree mont hs after the i nauQural 
meetinq in June 1976 was a b low for which Doris Hansford . Lhe Tr easurer, and 
I, as Chairman. were ill equipPed t o cope . ~/e had L'ather liqhtheartedly 
aqreed to t ake on these .iobs because we knew that Alex was the r eal power. 
The Gr oup drifted, and thouqh \1e could see that positive action was needed. 
neither of us had the time to initiate i t, or ideas as to the f orm it should 
take . The fi r st ray of liqh t appeared i n 1977 I'lhe n Joan, who had been 
encouraqinq and supportive, offered to become ne\~sletter edi Lor. With her 
first i ssue it became clea r that the Gro up had a f ocus . A year o r so la Ler 
Doris said she wished t o reti t'e and J oan , rather diffidently, added t he .jobs 
of secretary a nd t rea&u~L:r to t hat o f edi t or . 

The rest, as they say, is his t ory : the ev i dence is there in the news l eLters 
and t he s t ory t hey t ell . It miqht have been very di rfenmL. It is our qood 
fort une that someone wi t h vis i on and the enerq y to realise it came f0\1ard aL 
the crucial time . Joan may not have arrived on a white ho r se, but she rode 
to t he rescue and rose t o t he challenqe . I f Al ex coul d see I'lha L t he Group 
has become because of her I am su r e he would f ee l that his hopes have been 
r ealised . 
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The Aims and Object of the G~oup: 
1. Co mmun ications between members in Great Bri tai n and Overseas 
2 . A means of eXchanqinq i deas, plants and seeds etc . 
3 To assist beqinners in qrowinq irises and to help with problems 
4 To report on hybridisation. 

* • * * * * * 

lhe Group's Officers: 
Chairman: Mr Adrian Whlttaker, 'Chestnuts'. Hilden l'Iay, LIT TLETON , Winches t er 

Hants. 502 26QH . 
Vice-Chairman: Hrs Hi lda Goodwin, Corner Cottaqe, School Road , CHEAT BARION, 

Bury St . Edrnunds, Suffolk IP31 2HT . 
ActinQ Sec.: HI'S An ne BlancD White, 72 South Hill Park, LONDON NW3 ZSN . 
ActinQ Trcas: Hr Philip Allery , 190 Walsell Road. ALDR I DGE , nr Wolsa! l , West 

Midlands WS9 OBE. 
Actinq Seed Dislb'n Officer: HI'S Blance White, as above . 
lion. Librarian: Mrs Jennifer Hewit t , 'Hayqar th', Clee ton St . ~la L'y , CLEOBURY 

t~ORTlMER, Kiddermins t er, DY14 OQU . 
Japanese Iris Specialist: Ht's Slanco White 
Pacifiess Specialist: Mr Ray Wilson . 'Daleshead', 100 Glackburn road, 

CI-IORLEY , Lancs. PR6 8TJ. 
Sibirica Specialist : Hrs Jenni f er I-Iewitt , as above . 

* * * * * * 

Reqional Ilcpresentatlves: 

* 

Eastern Area: Hrs Shirley Ryder, 'Toadshole Cottaqe', Old Hoad, FECRING , 
Colchester. ~ssex C05 9RN . 

London Area: Hrs Slanco White, as above . 
North Western Area: Hr Ray Wilson, as above. 
Southern Area: t'1r Adrian Whittaker, as above. 
West & Midlands Area: Dr . John Beal, 'Ashleoqh', Barnsley Road, SCAWSOY, 

Doncas t er DN5 80E . 

• * * * * • 
SUDSCRlI'TlONS 1994/5 

Anyone wi th a quilty conscience Ol' in the least doubt about havinq paid s hould 
send £2.00 to Philip Allel'Y as soon as possible. Ills address is on p<;lqe 2. 

* * * * • • * 

Articles and copy for the February Newsletter must be received by Anne Glanco 
White by 14 January 1995. 

* * • • * 
, • 

SEED LIST: I 'm sorry there 15 no seed list included with this N. L., but 
there really hasn't been time to prepare it. Do consult the list in Lhe 
February 1994 edition and see if there is any thinq in which you are still 
interested and then, if you write me, I wil l see if they ar e still available . 
Don't waste time on anythinq in s hort supply - it has been sold already. And 
don't worry that the seed may be stale because most i ris seed had an indefinite 
shelf life. 

1 f you have seeds to offer , do send them to me and 1 wi ll Dut t hem i n the 
nex t l1st . 



Oavid Trevithick. You will have seen that David has resiqned from the posts 
of Treasurer and Seed Distribution Officer . After all the years of workinq 
so closely with his mother, he did not wish to carry on any lonqer and we can 
only sympathise with him. We arc .immensely qrateful for what he has done and 
send him our vel'y best wishes fo r his future happ i ness and success . 

• • • • • • • 

HAS THIS GIWUP A FUIURE ? 

\~e ut'qently need a new Secretary and Tr easu r er to run t he Group and its 
Newsletter: 1 cannot take the work on permanently . Th js is not a time for 
sayinq t hat it would be impossible to follow Joan . As Secretary and drivlnq 
force she was unique and knew exactly what she wanted done and by whom . But 
Joan knew better than anyone that she wouldn't last forever and that when 
someone else took over from her there would naturally be chanqes . 

It isn' t even necessary to combine the posts - there could perfectly well be a 
Secretary and a Treasurer and a Newsletter Editor and a Seed Distributor; 1n 
these days of very fancy typewriters and word processors, orqanisinq a 
newsletter is not so very difficult. Joan has left a network of contacts at 
home and abroad. 

If no one is willinq to take on t his wo r k , t hen the on l y sensible thinq to do 
is to close the GL'OUp down at this time next year , 1995 , when the present 
subscI'iptions run out. This would be a very qreat shame since i t has been an 
effective and well run qroup for so many years, but it would be worse to let 
it run down qradually and messi l y. 

The best memor i a l we could of fer for Joan is to keep t he Gro up r unninq. even 
on sliqhtly dif ferent lines. So volunteers corne forvl8rd , please: sorne of 
you must have thouqht occasionally of chanqes you wou l d like to see . Ihere 
are several months in which to orqanise for the next Newsletter in the sprinq 
of 1995. 

All t hose interested in rallyinq round should Qct in touch with me at Lhe 
above address as soon as possibl e . Best to write I am afraid , at least fOI' 
the next month; after that you can try 071 - 435 2700. 

Afterthouqhts: One thinq that occurred to me is that it isn ' t nec cessary to 
have all these qroups of irises in one collection . lhey could perfectly well 
be spli t up into separate qro ups fo r sibi ricas, spurias and so on , if individual 
members would like to take a s i nqle such qroup in hand . Possibly these miqht 
work best as Round Robins , thouqh a newsletter is a much rnore efficient way of 
handlinq thinqs. When Alex first founded the Group he was concerned that 
non-bearded cultivars weren ' t qettinq a fair chance aqainst the entrenched 
masses of Tal l Beardeds althouqh Mrs Brummitt's pacific coast hybrids were 
doinq we l l. Since those days , there has been a qreat improvement in Lhat we 
do have trials at Wis l ey for sibirica , spuria , ensata and pacifica cuJtivars 
and thinqs may improve more if the R. H. S . develops the uses of the various 
qardens it has recently ~een qiven , but that is very much for the future . 

It has even been suqqested that the 5,5 . & J . should try amalqarnatinq wi th 
the Species Group thouqh 1 see a di fficult y there because the 5 . 5. & J . is 
mainly cultivar oriented while t he Species Group takes a more bas ic attitude. 
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It is odd in a way that the American S.I. G.N . A.is wideninq its scope to 
encompass both the true species and the beardless cultivars because they feel 
that the beardless irises need a better chance especially with all t he new 
inter-speci fic hybrids beinq produced. Aqain , I would be interested to have 
anyone's thouqhts on this matter (the Species Group has not been approached) 
in time to publis.h them in the next N. L. 

• • • • • • • 
VERSICOLORS fOR SALE: A limited number of pieces of named forms of I. 
versicolor are available at £3.00 each includinq postaqe. Please write, 
enclosinq a stamped , addressed envelope , with 8 list of those you would like 
and when you have my reply tellinq you whether I can supply them, send a 
cheque made payable to me. All money, except for postaqe costs will be 
passed to the 5 .5 . & J Group funds . 

Mes Jennifer Hewitt, Hayqarth, Cleeton St. Mary, Cleobury Mortimer, 
Kidderminster DY14 OQU. 

Most of the irises were described in t he Newsletter for February 1993, 
but brief notes may help to remind you: 

'Mysterious Monique' dark red/near black and white 
'Party Line' vio l et-pink and white 
'Pink Peaks ' pink, standards with sharp peaks 
'Silvinqton' .pale blue (to be reqistered in 1994) 

'Regal Surprise' (Ellis)a pseudacorus x versicolor hybrid with purple falls 
and yellow standards is also availabl e for sale at £5.00 a plant. This does 
eem to be a very qood qarden plant even in the herbaceous border provided it 
has plenty of water up to flowerinq time. Payment, please, to Anne Blanco 
White. Postaqe included and balance to the Group funds. 

• • • • • • • 
Gardeninq with Iris Species. The Species Group of North America in conjunction 
with the Missouri Botanical ' Garden, the Greater St . Louis Iris Society and the 
Gateway Chapter of the American Rock Garden Society is holdinq an International 
Symposium from March 24 - 26, 1995. If anyone would like a copy of the 
leaflet with details, please send an S.A.E. to Anne Blanco White. 
And be quick about it because late applicants have to pay more . This should 
be a very excitinq affair; speakers will include Brian Mathew and Jim 
Waddick. Overseas members should write direct to Riley Probst, Reqistrar, 
418 North Van Buren, St. Louis, MO 63122, U.S.A. 

• • • • • • • 
News from overseas: 

In late 
Enqland 
1978. 
7 . 2" on 
for two 
_15°F. 

March, Mark A. Cook of Lexinqton wrote to ask about sprinq flowers in 
and to say t hat they were qettinq over the worst winter since 1977 and 
"It started with 4 .4" of snow on Christmas Day, followed by snows of 
28 December and 7 . 2" aqain on 4 January. The weather stayed quiet 
weeks, but then a stronq cold front brouqht 1 .3" snow followed by 

This is when thinqs really qot interestinq. Late on the niqht ,~f 16 
January, rain with thunder developed althouqh the temperature wa s 4° below 

• 

• 



freezing. Du r ing the predawn hours on 17 January, colder ai r moved in . 
This further destabilised the atmosphere causinq a blizzard with vivid 
liqhteninq and thunder. So, on top of one inch of ice, we qot 18.5 inches of 
snow. Once the snow stopped the tempe r ature started falUnq rapidly. It 
dropped to _4°F l ate in the day and kept faUinq throuqh the day on 18 th 
Janua L'Y. Late on the 18ll, It had dropped to _37°, Th i s destroyed the 
previous record low of _3 10. The temperatu re final ly bottomed out at -41 ° on 
the 19th. 

The weather then moderated with rain and 4 3° - 53 ° temperatures f rom 24th 
28th January. This melted the snow and caused some floodinq. On 9 February 
a snow of 3 .1" feU. On the 11th, 3" of freezinq rain fell on t he snow . 
This ice storm destroyed 10% of Lexinqton' s trees . 97% of the su rviv inq 
t rees suf fered damaqe. 

On 9th March, we had an ice s torm that was even I.,.orse. This time ice 
accumulations were 5 . 3" thick. This event destroyed 20% of Lexinqton's 
remaininq trees . It has been said that no tree in the city escaped damaqe 
this t ime. Property damaqe in Kentucky is estimated at $55 mi Jli on. 

On a statewide basi s only Black ~Jednesday was worse. (That) i s t h e name 
qiven to the Tornado outbreak of 3 April 1974 ..... 27" o f rain i n 18 hours .... 
two 4.0 earthquakes . 1 hope we don't have any more of that kind of stu ff. 

It is going to be i nteresting to see what survived the winter. All of lily 
irises are puttinq up new qf owth. ~lost o f my perennials are beqinninq t o 
emerqe ..... One o f my doqwood s is so badly damaqed that it \~ill probably 
die. Si nce two families of Purple Fi nches are nestinq in what is left of Lhe 
doqwood, 1 will delay c ut tinq it dmm . 

...... . Soon the irises will be bloominq . None of the plants are hurtinq 
for water. Rainfall r.as amounted to 25" (includinq 44" of melted snow) this 
year . Rainfall in March alone has been 12.5". 

(So much for a continental climate . We just hope your bloom display made 
it a ll worth While.) 

Life was different, but not a lot better i n t he Antipodes: 
Hec Collins writes "We have had a very hot s ummer this year with temperatur eo: 

up to mid thirties .in some par ts. In Tauranqa here I"Je had a very dry 1993 
with on ly about 60% of our usual ra i nfall. This affec ted the bloom sea son in 
October/November: the stems beinq shorter or not so many blooms. January was 
very dry, but Febr ua ry made up for it \.,.hen ~Ie qat 80mm in one niqh t. Ou r 
t otal annual rainfall is usually 1300mm. \'/e have a somel"lhat humid climale 
and this suits Siber ians and Lous ianas very well and Spuria s do well, but are 
s low settlinq in and bloominq." Frances Love follO\'Is on "W e a re in midwintel.· 
and it is a wet, cold one Ht that. Next month should see an i rnprovment." 

And then at home: 

South of Watford. Perhaps 1 should s tart with an awful I'larninq fo r those 
whose qardens are i.n t his zo ne: muntjac deer have been seen as fnr south as 
Horsham. And let ' s be quite clear that horticul t ural ly spcakinq t he only 
qood deer is in t he stewpot. 

The winter and sprinq \~ere cold, dark and wet. GrO\~th in a ll our q r oups 
of plant s was very poor and if they did qrow in a warmi.sh spell. then t he 
younq leaves \.,ere damaqcd by vicious, frosty wind afte rwards. As a resul t, a 
larqe number of plants never bo t hered to flowe r at all and ma ny olhe r s either 
produc ed much shortened stems or a wide ranqe o f lenqths , As s l iqht consola-
tion , t he cold niqhts since the \~h i tsun warm-up have contributed to lonq 
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lasLing n OWe l'S both in t he gorden and on the s ho\'1 bend l. r he P . C. r. Lr ia l s 
were very patchy an d a r e due fo r repl ootinq this y e s l' , TncidenLally, ' Gol den 
Waves ' (Wit t), a cal sib , W<lS in full flower ~Ihen we looked at it on June 29th 
lonq a Fte r a ll competi lo l's l'Iere over. Tha t viv id yellO\~ makes a Qood splash 
of c olour late in Lhe season. fhe spur i ns , too, A l'e du e for l'epJanlinq :lnd 
do not really do the Qroup justice . A number of p l an ts had s uffered from 
d irect competHion w.i t h a larqe tree in their pr evious site . ef fectively lhis 
meant that they 11ere starved of watel.' at the cri U cfd Cl!'m/.inq period and the 
rhizomes fail ed to recover in t he new si t e; in fa c t they deteriorated even 
fULthcr. The moral o f Lhat if t hat if you have s Du l' j a rhizomes \'Ihich have 
been seve l'e l y s Ll'essed Lhey must qo into intensive co re or be rep l aced by new 
sloc k. 1h j8 f imdly leaves us wi t h the [ nsata I ri al nnd 1 C8n only f;ay ' oh 
dear '. Our friendly neiqhbourhood t hrips a r e back with A venqeRnce Lhollqh 
t he plants a rc not in as bad a s ta t e as when the Lhr i ps wel'e fi l's t diaqnosed . 
lhe sudden very hoL s ummer may have a lot to do i t a fte r the horid sp r inQ . 
Some pl an ts a re doinq wel l - notably ' Hose Queen', cn~ata vDrieqatD and 'Kat y 
t·lendez' . I The Great r-1oqul' which ouqht to check in at a r ound 5 ' tall is 
about 2 ', but possibly Dn unidentified plant down in the new ~tream zone which 
was ve r y tal l by enoolo s tandards and had splendi d branchinCl is the S(lllle 
cultivol' . 

A Japaneoe nurse ryman sent a collection of p.lBnts La ~jj s J ey some 18 
months aqo a nd most of t hem ha ve been planted beside Lhe l onq ~laLer at Lhe 
foot o f the r ock qarden wiLh a few scatte l'ed around t he n el~ s Lream beds . In 
qeneral t he plants , which i nclude t he d~/a l'f 'AkHLs uki s hibo rl' , Ol'e do i nq \1ell 
and so fa l' show no o f si qns of t hL'ips. They did ottroct 0 lot of attention . 

• • • 
Publicotion~: PDs t issues of a l l news l etters for 1988, '90 , 

fill 
'9 '1, 
any ' 92, ' 93 and ' 94 are available . Bes t to check yOllr coll ecLion and 

q8pS while t he qoinq 1G qood - all at 75p includinq postaqe . 
And the B.I . S . car ri es s tocks or Irises for the \~aLer Gal'den, 

A Cuide to PDcHic Coas t Irises - Vic Cohcn; Currier Md.wcn ' G -
Iris and many other items. Please \'/J.'ite to NevUJe Walkins, 31 
Road, Fa l' nham, SU l' r ey GU9 7DB l'llth an s . a . e fo r de t ails . 

• • • 

2nd e d i tion; 
Ihe Japanese 
La l'k fi e l d 

• 

Iris typhifolio hOG fea tured a t several shows in va riouG s hadeG of blue Dnd 
with sli t1ht V8 1' i ALions in appea l'ance , bu t t his yea l' S HW ,1ellni fcr Hew i l t 
exhibit f or t he f i r st time in Orltain a hybri ds of Lhis new s pecies 'f/ilh J. 
'Dreaminq YeUOI·I '. The ac tual cross was made by Dab Wise, but Jenn i fer d i d 
the cult ivation. Two spikes i n different sha des of b l ue wi Lh redcr s t yles 
and lwo buds La Lhe spike . It wi ll be ve ry i nLeresLinq Lo see how Lhe 
p lants Fa r e i n t he next few yea r s and wh<1 t further V<1 r iotions appear on t h is 
therne . We conqra tula t e he r on a very intcrestinq exhibit . 

• • • • • • 

So . I wish you all <.I qood l'eplantinq autumn for a maqni f i cent seoson nex t 
year . And relllcmber t hDt 1 would like to hear fr om as many of you DS possible 
so that t he next N. L. will be worth sendinq ouL and I' cad i n(] . 

• 

• 
, 


