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Nl\TlJf'lfIl DISASTERS. 
We send our very deepest sympathy to members and t~leir families who have suffered in the recent 
eorthquakes in Japan and New Zealand and the floods in Europe. We thought it best to de l ay 
despotch to some of these pl aces unti l some semb lance of normality is re stored. 

TIlE CIIAIRMAN'S K:SSAGE. 
With the pas~ing of Joan Trevithick, 1994 h~s obviously been 0 difficult year. A number of people 

hove generously come forward to take on sections of the work o f the Group , sometimes at very 

short notice. 
I should particularly l ike to mention the invaluable contributjons of Anne Bloneo White ond 

Phi li p Allery in that context. They require your octive support to ensure Lhe future of the 
Group. It is particularl y important that the cash flow s i tua tion is improved if the Group is to 
survive. Production ond postage of the two newsletters each year takes up most of t he subscription 
i ncome leaving l ittle residue fo r other essentia l costs. We have also lost the effect of Joan's 
continuous fund rai sing activities which hl1lped to offset some of the running costs . 

In this scenario, may 1 ask everyone to make a speci!!l effort to pay their subscription 
promptly. Also, if you are able, perhaps there might be the opportunity to indulge in some mi ld 
fund raising on behalf of the Group . 
have some out of the ordinary plants. 

Plant soles ore an obvious source, particu l arly ir you 

The Spurias in my garden have generally done well this year . I would highlight bolh ' Adobe 

Sunset' and 'Kaibub 1 r ail ' as being very reliable now that they have got established . 
Hany new cu l tivars are now appearing and a num~er of the breede r s in the U. S.A. a r e producing 

spurias of lower heigh t which are useful 
shapes 8re now also being varied as well 
the bunchi ng effect with all the flowers 
colou r combi nati ons is increasing yearly. 

where a variation i n flowe r height i s required. Flower 
as improvements in the placing of the flowers to avoid 
held close to the stem. The range of r;olours and 

lhe problem for U.K. growers remains the selection or the be:;t plants for this climate. lhe 
origin of a plant may, in fact, give l i ttle clue as to it3 performance, particularly if it is 
from involved breeding . There is, therefore little substitute for actual experience . T would 
ask all who grow spurias to write in with their expe r iences, so that ttle pool of information 
becomes larger as time goes by. 

May 1 wish everyone a successful 1995 in t heir garden. A.E.W . 

TI£ GllUUP CltI\lI00N: Adrian has done noble service in this office for many years now. Indeed, J 

doubt if Joan could have cacried on os l ong as she did Idthout his unfailing SUppOI·t. It is not 
surpr i sing, t hen, that he would l i ke to stand down in July of this yea r. While t h is i s a matter 

of r~al regret to his fellow officers we can ' t expect him to carry on indefinitely so we would 
l ike suggestions from the membersh i p for a successor. Names, please , to Anne Olanco White by 

the end of May at the latest and preferab ly without ddoy. Well, if we leave it ony later you 
will have fo r gotten and this is an important matter. 

SECliET.l\RIN.. SECTION: As you can see from the inside cover we have achieved a satisfactory team 

to run the Gr oup which can now be considered properly conva l escent. Future good health depends 
on YOO - The ~lembers. Naturally, the r e are goi ng to be chnnges , but they won't all come at 
once. The seeds, for instance: we are breaking the sales into two sections . The newest will 
be offered with the first newsletter of the year while older seed, to be known as the Seedbank, 
will be offered with the second. This means you will have n~ trouble selecting from the f r esh 

crop and equally you will have further e~lances to fill gaps from older crops if, for some reason, 
you have lost earl ier seedlings. Iris seeds in gene r al have a long shelf l ife and it's alw~ys 
worth giving older material a trial. Incidental l y, the Tall Be arded enthus i asts have a !>ystem 
for soaking and scraping their seed to get quicker germination - does anyone do t his with the 
seeds of beardless irises? Tt works wi th oncocyclus ! 

TRE/\SURER/I£MJ£Rsur p SECRETARY'S REPORT: 
FINANCE: EKpenditure dur i ng the period 1st Ju l y/31 December 1994: 

Secretary - July Nl publication 
post age 

incidenta l expenses 
miscellaneous postage 

£33 . 00 

35 . 64 
1.36 

"11.03 

Membership 

Sec ' y &. 
Treasurer 

purchase of ledgers, files, etc.,11.77 
purchase of recejpt book , 
paper &. envelopes 4.55 
postage 19 . 132 

t81 . 03 

£36.14 

" 
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£37 . 17 of thi s tol al of £117 . 17 has yet to be ~ei"vur6ed. Ove r a l l the above expenditure g ives a 
miulcudi na picture . Ihe J uly Ncw~lc Ller was i ntended p r imarily to inform membe r s of Joan 's 

death and was one third of its no rmal size. The ledger and f ile s afC expected ':0 have 8 fi ve 

year lire . 

Both deposit account o i n t he Brad ford & 8ing ley Dui ld ing Gociety have been -brouqhl up to date 

ann the bDbnccs were £316 . 78 and 1107 .1 6 renpec U ... c ly . lox has been deduct ed at the standord 

rale . The latter Account ha s been uooo IHJ 0 Reserve Fund to cover c ommuted mcmbcr nhip tluuuc('ipti ons 

but th is is under f unded by approx i mate l y £5Q due to the necess it y lo illcl'cBse t he level of 

!;ubocriptions to meet the cos t of servicing membership . In order to e l i mi nate the cumbe r sOnlC 

transfer ~nd withdrawa l proc~dures from the two of f iceo conce rned, i.e. Sh effie l d and Nott i ngha m, 

it i s planned t o merge these accounts at Head Of fice . Thi s will faci} ,i tate proce dureo in the 

f uture . Most transact i ono ar e now poslal with withd r Awa ,l s requiring o i gnal'J res f rom ony lwo of 

th e Cha i rman, Secrc lu l'y Bnd Irp-A sur er . Paying-in con be underlakp.n at any brAnch of fice , or by 
pool. 

Ihe ma in arnendmentG to pre vi ous wo rking 

commuted paymento (nol advance paymen ts) to 
practices Bre a recommenda ti on lo limit fu ture 
two yea r s . Where Un ac l ual membership s ubsc r ipti on 

h.'ls ye t to be dclcrm,lI1cd the excess wi 11 be exprCGGed i n l erms of !!loney value rather than yearr. 

ahead and carried forwl'lrd. I hove a 100 recommended lha l the Gr oup ' s memberGh i p and f i nancial 

year s houl d commence on lhe 1st January annualJy . 80th t he Cha i rman ond The Secre tary Bre in 

agreement with lhiu uuygention as are the ma j ority of members I have written to s i nce bI k ing 

offi ce . No objec tions have been r eceived. The a pplic ati on of this chanCje-ove r will be me ssy 

be caus e a pprox imate ly half lhe members hip hsve already pAid s ubsc ripU ono for 1994/95 s nd in Bome 

CAses f or some yeurs ahead. 

In prac tice this is qu i te ea s y to do. Cons i dp.r that your subscripti on exp ired on ) 1 Dccl."I l1bc r 

ha l f way through the membersh ip year f or which you last pa i d a subscription, then send me the 

full s ubscriotion for the years follow i ng . I hope to unnounce provisiona l membe r sh i p ra te s f or 

the fol l owi ng year i n the firs t new;J letlcl' of each yflAr and con f i rm them i n the Aut umn news l etter . 

[ GUmaling fulu re e )(penditure .i s dif f icult, par Ucul a rly as I am warned that paper cos t s "i 11 

rise c ons i de r ahl y th is year . I think it likel y t hat postal costs for letters may a l so .utC r ease, 

probably i n November 1995 . I e stima te the cost of thi s neHs le l ter la be £100 i nc reasi ng in the 

a u tumn to £120, jnc l udj nl) pos tage , wh i ch gives a total of £220 for 1995 . Inci denla l uumilllslrati ve 

costs may reach £80 lhi s year, mAinly in pos t age , depending on co r rcol-'ondencc general ed by the 

fO Ul' officers concerned. 

Une of my ma in prob l '!!mo i n takiny over l he 'lcounls has be en that J oan' s dea th cauoc u s o much 

unce rtainty i n the Ininuo of members a bou t the futu re of the Group l hal upprox iloately tltd f the 

lisled membership didn't send i n thei r 1994/ 95 mClObl!rsh ip s ubscription in J ul y .l ast year deGp itc 

a plea I n the newG l etter sent ou l by Anne fo r that month. Postal e xpend itu re on relninuers cost 

the Group a l ittle over £12, and wi th inc i dental e xpend ilu r e nearly £14. Ihere are Rti I I J4 

payments outstanding and those who huv e not paid by l~th f eoruary will not be included ill lhe 

member oh ip list or news l e t ter di stribution until such payment i s rec eivel.!. 
LUCKily thi s s'1ort f s l l i n membership Guboc riptions has bee n out-we igtled by very enr:ou rllging 

financial support In the f orm of mony generous donations, exceedi ng £130 in tot a l. Ihe Group 'G 
gra tefu l thanks fo r Guch f i nanci a l he l p are due to HI'S Jenni fe~ Hewi t t and ~l r !3 Anne BJanco White 

fo r p lant Gales exceed ing £90 to date, and donations from ~lrs Hil da Goodwin, HI'S M. Nt~a le. Mr 

No rAlan PaVne, Mr G.I! .A . Bomford, Mr Peter Maynard , Hr Gory LeHis, Mr J . R.L. Car ter cmd Hr Chris 

Rose emounting to nearly £45 . 

t£tf.1[RSlHP. The Group welcomes its new members: Mr G. fI .A. Bomfa rd o f Rcd.li t ch, Hr G. r . Wilson 

of Ullerby, ~l rs Sharon Hayes Whitney , (Or . Currier McEwen's new sa l es pa l'lned of Sou th Ila r pswell, 

HSlne, U. S . A and Hr Ak i ro Horinaka of Nishinomys , Japan. 

Ihe m~be rohip breakdown by country is U. K. 6B , Europe 6 , Aus t ra li a I , Ca nada 2 , ':yypl 1, 

Japall 2, New Zesl:md J, Sweden 2 and U. S.A. 27 . Of theGc some 34 members have yet to pay the]r 

subsc ri pti :lI1s and [ e s ti ma te tha t tho Croup's membership leve l will reduce to around 90 memberG 

th i o yeor rising annua ll y by a net riqu re of 5 - 10 persons. 

The Group ' s membership subscripti on was i nc reO!3ed to its pre"en t level o f £2.00 pe r AnnUm 

(U .K . member s hip) i n Ju l y 1991 . Joan' s prudent housekeeoing enabled her to keep the subGc ripli on 

ul lhi s l evel , bu t r1SlI)9 costs are now immi'lent. At the end o f thi s yeur r eserves may be 

subs tantially r educed . The Reserve fu nu is unde r -funded owing to the i nc r eas i ng cos ts o f membersh i p 
services and i t i s apparent tha t an est imated expendituc'e of £.300 i n 1995 s p r ead ove r a membersh i p 

of 90 pe r sons justifies 1'1 membershjp sllbscription of of £) . 00 lo £) . SO if l'CGerVe s are lo be 

ma i nte l ned . Ihis lS 1:00 much of Iln jncrease in onc ~ l ep 00 I ha VC rec omme nded IIn increas ed 

Gubocriplion of £2.S0 I-'er loember (U . K. and Europe) for 1995 with £3 . 00 as provi!3 i ona l f igure for 

1996 , the ba lance be l ng met f rom r eserves . At th io CG ti mated levcl o f expe nditure the rale for . 
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ollcrscas mcmbers increasc~ to £3 . 50 for 1995 and £4. 00 (p r ovioionally) for 1996 . This differential 
is caused by the inc reas~d cost of postage to these coont ries . My earlier e~limalcu were for £3 
and £4 roopcctillely throughout the two ~ears, but generous donations have e mlbJed me to limit the 
increa.se lids year. 

In order to keep administrative cos ts to a mi nimum I ohol l Gend your fu tore rnceiplo with 

yoor newolet tcr Jnless cor respondence is called for on receipt of your relnitlance . Anolher 
mea sure will be to indicate on your Ncw8 l etter label the fina l year of your current membershhip. 
A slI1a11 red circular adhesille label will indicate thot your ouboc d ption i s ollcrd'ue nnrl tha t no 

further newslet t ers will be sent until a remittance hi received. 
The adoption o f my suggestion in the reminder Jetter sen t out in November last that SUbscripti ons 

lI1 ight be sen t with B.1.S. fJuboc ripliono i s causing some difficulty ,'lS repayment to the Group can 
only be msde in bulk; once annuall y, i n mid-year. lt would be he l pful if you would send 
fu ture Group subscriptions and donations direct to me . When doing s o it would be a'3 well to 
oddress me as "Membership Secrelory" and, if at alJ possib l e, send che'lUes or money orders . 
Please note my correcl address . Ihose sendi ng $ notes muol remember that, although t he cur rent 
val ue of $ 10 i s approximately £6 . 00, unless I ca n group all such payments logettlC L' Lhe Bureou de 

ChunQe charge a minimum commiasjon of £2.50 l eavi ng the Group with £3.50 a s t~e outcome of a 
single t ransac tion . 

You will see f r om this r eport that membership matte r s i mpinge f)n the work o f t hn Treasurer to 
such an cl( t cnt that 1 hove agreed to undertaKe both duties . However, there is need fo r a 

youngflr assistant to become familiar with this work who could Luke over my dutieo when Lho need 
ar i seo, us il sure ly .. il l, at some f utur e date. Correspond i ng with members can be fun! Any 
vol'Jnteers ? 

J)AN TREVITII1CK. 

We printed the m(ljor obituaries in the l ast edition, but (IP.ve r ol members have written i n and 
here ore aoma ext rac t s fr ,)tII their l etters: 
Hiss Hurrel l , Devon, "1 never met he r , but her welc ome could not have been more gracious and 
heJpful". 
Miss Gri e r , Cal jforn j a, 
such a dear, de lightful 
Mr & MrR Lawyer of the 
wi th others; and a lso 
ILL.". 

"I was most ro r tuna le to meet her when visited En~Jland i n '91. Sh"l was 
person and so Knowl edgable". 

S.P.C.N. I. "Wc felt we knew her through her correspondence with us and 
th rough the lit tle f ri endly COl!lulCnts following many of the or t .icles in the 

Or. Ashford, Na irn , "I think the beat I can do i s 1:0 send my s ubs and t ry in all ways posoibl e to 
keep her ~rk al ive". 

M;ss Sha rland, Kent, "1 was very sorry to hear of Joan's passi ng , but she had fought a long 
bottle os I had gathered frOIll the various little notes she used lo send m~". 
Hrs Love, New Zealand , "I did have a r egula r -irregular conrrespo', dence with JOfIll over the years 
and me t up with her when 1 was i n Enyl und . I t is sad to l oso these dedicated peop l <:l " . 
Mra Paul i no Drown , Surrey : "I am so glad the Group is lo CIJIIU nue. Joan was quite remorkabJe and 
1 have had consi derDble contac t with her s ince my fn ther d jed in 1991 . 
for many years." 

He, of cou r se, knew her 

Hrs Jonc Cole, Berks . "We arc 011 going to miss Joan i n the 5.5 . & J Iris Group. She was 
always so cheerfu J and e ncouraging ." 

Hra HiJdo Goodwin, Soffolk: "lam so fJ lad the 5.5. 6; J is to continue. It would be gO sad for it 
to fold up after J03n's hard work . . . 1 am enc l osing a cheque to cover my sub to the end of 1 99~ 

and a donation in lI1emory of Joan and he r wonderful efforts." 
Mr P.R. Maynord, Sussel(, "I was absol utely delighted to hear that the 5 . 5. &. J (iroup now has a 

full crew again s nd will be proceed ing s teadily in th, right di rection. We were 011 very 

worded obout what wou l d happen to the Group when Joan di ed and, a lthough i t was expected, i ll the 

event there seemed to be un ir replaceDble gap." 
Mr H.". Webster, Derbyshire, "1 did not know about Mrs Trellithick till I received the Newslette r, 

a lIery big loss to lhe Iri s Society S.S. &: J Group . " 
Prof. Nasr El-Emary, Egypt, "1 have received the news of the death of Mrs Irellith i ck with great 

sodneso. She devoted hersslf to se r ve the B. I. 5." 
Mr. A. Hodnaku, Japan, "I w;:!s 6urprised when 1 heard Mr~ Trcvilh.ick had posed ilwny. feeJ 
sor row for her." 
Pau l Ri chardson, New Zealand, "Meeting Joan in her own home WflS onc of the highU9hlo o f our l ast 
visit t o England and the successll1e newsletters ha lie on,ly Increa sed our admiration .. , I wish 
the Grollp eve ry success for the fu ture." 
we ore lIery grotcful for the sympathy expressed by 90 many member~ and hove reo 1 hope thllt the 

Group will continue with an active l ife. 

" 
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SURPRISING SI:EDUNGS nmH ' llOSE UlIE[N' by Currict" HcEwcn 
I am sure that most readers of thi s article are famil ia r with ' flos~ Uueen' , the l ovely japanese 
iris whose size and sh<lpe s ugges t thCl t it is Cl pink form of the wi ld species I . ens;)t;) . It was 
erroneous ly introduced as 'Iris l aev i gata Rose Queen ' by I.illy in 1915, and fo(" years was thoughl 

to be an examp l e of h l<leviyata. Ttlat conject ure was put to rest sOlne thi r ty.or more years ago 
and it is "lOW firmly established as a japanese iri s. Alth,)ugh known and g rown wide l y on both 
sides of the Atlantic, it relnain~d unregistered unti 1 1989 when Cl arence Mahan registe r ed it f.')r 
the Society f or Jupaneue Ir1se5. 

In 1991 1 made >l number o f self crosses on ' Rose Queen ' . 
seedllngs f r om my cross 91/231 bl oomed with, to me, surp ris ing 

I n this past seaSO'l (1994), the 
resu l ts. There were seven 

seedlin']s none of which hud a colo r resembllng ' Rose Queen'. Five were typical wi ne red 
examples of the s pecies alld one had a more bluish purple c oluur wh ich 1 have l>een ill sUlne 
examples of the species growi ng wild in Jap8n . Only one showed any suggestion of pink, a rather 

"dirty" shad'3 of reddish purple opproaching RHS 708 with 0 f ew o f r-white lines <lnd s t rikingly 
different f r om the cl ear, clean r:olor of '!lose Queen'. 

My 8ssump ti on tha t 01 1 t hese d if f erences OCC~l r r cd a s a reDult of cross i ng 'rlose Queen' by 
i.tself was proven wr ong by mo re careful r eading of my reco rds which showed thut the one cross I 
had made with 'Hose Q"een's own rollen had failed and t hat my seedl i. ngs 91/231 were frorn a jJJd 
f rom 8 chance "bee cross " that I harvested as a substi tute . I bel i eve that the 91/231 seedJi ngs 
probably arc i.ldeed from a self cross, but several pl8nts of the typicul wi l d species were 
growin'1 not far f rom ' Rose Queen' and the pol len could have come f r om one of them. 

I had decided not la pubJish these results beca use of the uncertainty . Subsequen tly, 
however, 1 have talked wi th Clarence Muho'l who tells me t hut seeds f("OIO u~c cross pods occurring 
in his garden have given s eedling similar to thuse 1 111.lve reported above . He ha s encouraged me 
t o wri t e this ar ti cle i n the hope that some of you may have successful l y crossed 'Rose Queen' by 

itself 8nd can tel l me the resul ts. 
Th i s exoerjence with ' Rose Queen ' h(ls (l dded lo lily curiosity Aboul the background of the 

lovely pink japanese iris which 1 named 'Joan Trevi thick' in 1992. Joan had sent me the seed 
f rom which her namesake came in a packet o f needs fro m the t ypica l wild, wine r ed flowers of the 
species l . ensata. Twelve seedlings resulted , e l even typical wine red examples of the species 
and one the love ly pink that 1 subsequently named afler Joan . 1 was excited wl len it bloolned 
because 1 assllm~d that i t must have occ'J rred as a sport from tile wild wine red species just as, 
pres umably, 'Rose Quee n ' 1id. Subsequen ll y, howevcr , Jnon told me thot although she no longer 
had ' Rose Queen ' , it had been i n her garden t he yeur s he col l ected t he seeds rO L" me Il .... d I have to 
conc l udf! that my 'Joan lrevithi ck' ma y have come from a chance s~ed f ru ln ' Ruse Quee n' lhat gut 
into the packe t by mistake . I m8de two self cr05~eo with 'Jo;)n Irevith i ck ' this year . Neither 

one sur.:ceeded although I have s evera l pods f rom crosses made with modern pink japanese irises. 
I 8m eage r to leo rn the results of sel f c rosse s of 'Hose Queen' and ' Joan Trevi th ick' in the 

hope U,at lhey lOay help explain the mystery of hflw these lovely flowers come about . I will 
continue my ef forts to self 'Ilose Ilueen' and ' Joan Trev ithick ' next year and will also cross thern 

with each other. 1 urge others of you who have have these lovel y flowers to do so t oo and let 

me know your results. 
In closi ng , I rnuRt emphasize the deb t I owe t o the real Joon Trev1thick for the seeds she 

gave me, her rriendship and the invaluable ::ontributions she made for a ll of us who love the 
beardless i rises . I am especially gl ad that I was able to 5end her the pl ant nam"d afte r her . 

So , if anyone over ' ,ere has been experimenti "g with ' Rose Ilueen' please will they tell us what 
happSlned . And do remember that 8 negative result i s almost as impo r l ant as a positive one when 
it comes to hyb r id i sing . Even if nonc o f your attempted crosses take, Currier would l ik e to 
know. I' ve never grown the plant myse lf, but .Joan did hove a photogrnph of 0 seedl ing from 
' Rose Queen ', but it was j n the blue-purple nmge so presumably on o'J t cross . 
Sidney Linllegur has a (l en t ertai ning cont ribution to make i n th i s r i eld. 

A 5110111 IHSTORY or I. ' Im~,[ WEEN' by SialCY Linncgor 

Coinci den ta l ly. 

When giving 8 lect ure to 0 Horticultural Society one is asked to do many th ings besides j udgi ny 
the Flowers, Fruit, Vcgutables, C 8ke~ a.ld r l oral Arrangements . 
3 r d prizes, sometimes to Inark a l l the entr ieo out of 10 with the 

Sometimes awarding 1st, 2nd and 
wjnner being whoever g"ts t he 

most points th r ough the lecture sea son. So I wasn't rea lly s urprioed r ecentl y to find a 
competition for the be st collection of Horticultural C a ta logue~. 

Look i ng lhro.Jgh lhooe while tr ying to think how to gi ve an awar d, I came across one without a 

cover, but possibly 8n early P~IT Y ' S Ol' Prichard'o , with 8n intriguing entry : 



'New iris for t he Water Garden' . 
with purpl i ~h-ro~e flowers. ' 

~aevigata 'Rose Queen ' a nouble form of t. laeviga~ 
s 

The following evening out came the 1929 Check! 1st : Rose Queen LAEV-OBL , lillcy 1919 , Will. 
1929, Prichard 1929 lacvigata Rose Queen . 

Turning to the 19}9 ChecK List : Rose Queen Jap-Dhl-6Rl 1915, ' W.'!l. 1925, Orp. 1928, Prichard 

1920; Gartensch . 14:53 {lpr . 19}} (with an illustrotion); lIoc!-)er 1937; Per . 1938 (a kaumpfcl' i 

variely) ; lacviyata 1l0:lC Queen. 

Rose Queen DB-E-R9M(Bun); AAA 135 [also i n 1929 list]. 
Rose Queen Jap-Sg l -SRL Waterer 1938; Prichard 1939 

,'\lthough the last e:ltry is no t in bold print la give tllp. name preference, yet Rose Queen 8S a 

single Japanese tris is the onc to survive today. 
Tu rn i ng to I. laev i gats there i~ 'l heading : loevi gata Rose Queen loev-6Rl Ruys 1921; 

J.R.H.S. 60 : 9 , cx xxvii, Sep 1935 . 
Finally, as Cur rier says above , the matter was settled i n the 1989 check Li st where the 

rose pink colour was stressed, but that is quite an interesting history f or un ids name and 

while the doubl e form does no t sound so attractive it is curious that it d_;.S !.lppeared so sudden l y . 

TIlE SEASON IN N.". ENt:l...At-I> by Ray Wilson 

The 5 . 5 . & J has for many years s upplied it'> members wi th seeds , plants, information and, not 
least, friendship. It behoves us all to ensure tha t the memory of Joan Trevithick shoul d be 

with us i n assuring the fut ure of our Group . It often seems that s he almost single-handedly 

pe r petuated the idea of the importance of the beard l ess ir i s . lel us therefore guarantee the 

future of our Group with loyalty and i n a practical sense by continuing 8nd developing what Joan 

started . 
The 1994 bloom season has nllt been notable . The reticulatas only did we ll in pots; as 

usual our dampish, cool cUmute d i d nothing to a i d propsgation and as time goes by each year sees 
a diminution in the number of flowers emerging in the spring. Quite unlike so many of the 

crocuses which do so well. Alan McMurtr1e has wd t t en his notes of his work with reticu l atas 

which are a valuable guidc to how we s hould proceed; I have decided to t ry yet ag"in . Th i s 
time using "l quickly draining ra i 3~d bed i n a well ventilated greenhouse; the bulbs ore set out 

on a well gritted compost ove rlaid with lcm depth of grit, covered with about 5cln of gritty 
compost and a similar depth of gr it (literally a a l p i ne bed). l h is was done in September. 

Now, end of November, l eaves of 'Cordon ' have emer'Jed and I am not sure if our present , w<.Jrmish 

"'eather is good or bad . 
As the Seed Distribution Officer up to 2 years ago , I f O'lnd it amadn'1 that j ust abou t all 

the Re ticulata seed W'3S donat ad by e ithe r flnne Bl anc o White or Al an Hct1urtrie. It was snapped 

up by members who were so eager to get i t t hat most were bound to be disappoi nted. Where did it 

all go? With what result? It would be marvellous if r enewed interest i n t he Ileticu latas 

could be gen'lrated and one of the mos t delight ful spr ing flowers had a more i mpor tan t place in 

our gardens . 

The ea rl y Pacificas did no t far e too well, either . Ear l y h loom was meagra ilnd no seed se t. 

later flowerings we r e bette r, but 1 seem to have l ost about a l l of the Broadleigh hybrids . The 

Broodle i ghs have been replaced, but this time i n pots a t least until [ can propagate from them. 
1 used these pJants for a compari s on wi th the growth of Pacificas f rom Joe Chia . The aim was to 

purchase plan t s f rom a U.K. and a U. S . sour ce and to compllre how well they took and gl"eW on. 

Despite Joe Ghio's s uccess in hybridising, growing and s howing his Pacificas I have had no luck 

at all. The pl "mt s received, usually withi n ten days from pos ting, werc pieces wrapped in wet 

newspaper and there was rarely any new root development a lthough the lea f colour was normal. The 

pieces were planted in g ri tty, or sandy, or peaty compos t (al l lime fre'l) . 

Some were kep t on the wet s i de, s ome j us t damp ; they were either warm or coJ d, but Ilever below 

35 - 40"F; some were watered using rlain water, o t hers with diluted liquid fertiliser. Others 

agai n were kept in wetted newsnape r. 
COlnpa rison was made either with pieces from Broad le i gh Nur se r y or with cuttings from my own 

seedl ings . My l ack of succe ss has meunt that I no longer import , bu t i nstead g r ow f rom seeds . 

I would be most interested to hear of other peop l e's experiences and t r y to establish the 

impor t ed Pacificas . Growing fr om "eed" is no problem, thank goodness , and this year 1 hope to 
hove seed f r om SPCNt alld SIGNA and wi th morc time now availab l e expect to be i n a pos i tion to 

off er some seedlings to members . 

nn»t HE soum E,I\ST by Shirlny Rydcl' 
Well t h is vear was a shade better than usua l i n that the Autumn of '93 was we tter than usual and 
1 did notice the imorovement i n t he size of flowers oeneral ly. We ce r ta i nly had Ollr cus t omarv 

drou9ht in the Summer, sometimes ~oi n~ for weeks without ra in , but because of the previous Autumn 



6 

J di dn't ocluo l ly have to get out and water for severa l hou rs 0 day . I was really pleased about 
Lhis because we had Cl waler mete r fitled i n the Summer and [ wouldn't like to be so ext ravagant 
until a f ter the rirst bil l had been received. 

at tended Lhe '94 A. I . S . COJlv ention im d enjoye d it huge l y . However, afle r bei ng cunrrunted 
with so many 1.B . s at t he same time on the second day I found t hat every time I caught a glimrse 
of I) Si berion 1 rushed towards it wittl great r e llef. In Lhe vo ting I actuall y wenl fo r a 
Si berian ca l led 'Lake Keuka' and l ots of othe r people must have been s i mi larly impressed because 
it come in at Number 2 . 1 did l ose my hea r t to several Siberians, nmne l y ' Joyblrd' , '5hirley 
Pope'. 'Dear Diana', 'Pas de Deux', and 'Regency Bel l e ' , and if anyone knows somebody who has 
them and might be preporcd to swop , or sell r) piece T would be del igh t ed to know. 

1 W<lS really pleased that 1 so enj oyed the Si bc rian3 because when 1 arrived home I found lhut 
my own were disast r olls. Not ve ry many flower s and I had to witness the actual death of my most 

beloved 'N<lvy Bross'. 1 gave it ample water to no avoil and desperately look of f any pi ece lhul 
had a surviving root and moved it to intensive care, but nothi ng wo rked . I feel so badly 
because it wos practically the onl y plant in the garden tha t had a planned plant association 
s ite. I love yellow-blue comb i nations and it just happened that I had two vacant sites ad j acent 
at lhe same time and I pu t it together with a Ge nis ta 'lydia ' and the errect was e l ecl ric. I 

can't often do that in thi s garden and pl on ts tend to get put where the r e i s a habitable space 
and no t when:! I wan l them or where they shoul d go . 
purchase wit h the right spot in mind and t hen when 

r come home sorneUmes wi th my latest 
the f irst t rowelful of e ar th is removed I con 

see immediately tha l thl) ants have moved in and thal is the reason that the pl ant that was l he l'C 
be f ore has died in t he firs t place . So if there is anybody out there who knows where can 
obtain ' Navy Brass' .. 

1 had a non-scason with the 5purias agai n with only onc blOOlniny. 1 started off my collection 
with eight plants fi nd h1!ve seven left whieh are still the same s L::e as when 1 put them in and of 
which only two have ever f l owe r ed . It mu~t be the lack of wate r aga in and perhaps the S. East is 
not the ploce to grow them. However, 1 had El good di splay of P .C. N. s agoi n and of all the Iris 
that 1 grow they do s e em to be the best suited to conditions here. I h1!ve a lw1!Ys feH that my 
hyb r idicing wou l d be greatly imp r oved if I coul d introducc some white along the li ne , bu t I 've 
ncver had a wtlite P.C.N. and have never scen one . 1 mentioned t his i n Portland at the Convention 
and recentl y was very pl eased to receive a nice pacl(et of white s ced . 

Summing up thin year , I t hi nk tho th ing t hat wil l be most mcmorable i n thc nadnens I felt on 
learning of Joan Trevithic k 's death. I don't lh i nk I ' ve ever mct anybod y wilh such cnthusiasm 
and enough power of pe r suasion to make habi tual non- partic ipa tors l i kc me act ua l ly put pcn t o 
paper. r always used to thi nk of her as J oan Terrific and can only hope that lhis group wil l 
carry on . It wou ld be 8 great sha me to l ose it as it is such 0 comforting thought thot you hove 
the ability to make con tact with other pe ople sharing t he same in t erest . 

At£IIICJ\N IRIS SOCiETY CUNVENIlON, l'OR1LNIJ, UlIEGUN, Hl\Y 1'94 by Clive RU33cll 
The largest number of delega te s ever (1 104) convened in Portland for the 1994 American Id s 

Soc i ety's annual convenlion. The logistics o f orgoniz i ng s uch a bun-fight I)wde t he mind boggle: 
24 coaches each t r anspo r ting some 40 exc ited irisari ans to 9 part i c ipating gardens took a l ol of 
planni ng,but apar t fro,n one coach laking the wrong route on the f irst day, to all i ntents and 

purposes , the whole event pas~ed withou t d i sas t rous repercussions . 
As so many of the de l ega tes were visiting Oregon fo r the fir s t time, the two days prior to 

the convent i on proper were token up with s i ght-see i ng. On the Satu rday we went to sce the 
Pacifi c, wh i ch i n itself was not so ter rific , but the sigh t of middl e-aged Ame ricans rushing down 
to the water's edge was someth ing else. I r ead ~omcwhere lhat no point in this count ry is 
supposed to be morc lhan )0 miles from the nea res t sea, where as in the U.S. A. we are tal king REAL 
mileage. While ta l ki ng to s ome of the paddlers on the return t d p I fo und out that , living in 

t he mi d-west, this wa::; the first time they had ever SEEN the sca l On Sunday we were taken lip 
the Columbia River Gorge, a valley gouged out du r i ng the I ce Age , through which the Columb i a 
Rive r now r uns, div i ding Oregon from Washi ng t on St ote. We had breatht ak ing v i ews both up and 

down the river from Crown Point, one of the vi ewing stations, and the coach driver was conti nually 
bei ng begged to stop for 'photo opportunit i es ' every time we c a me to onc of the spectacular 
waterfalls prevalent in the area. All~in-all, a very enj oyable de-jet -Iagging, breaking-in per i od 

to the conventi on prope l' which started at 6 t he follow ing Inorning . 
It would be poi ntl ess describing all the gardens on the ' officia l' convention l ist as most of 

them were only growi ng bearded i rises , so I s hall 
concentrate on the few where we snw 's &: s ' s'. (No j 's, too earJ y) 

Taking it in chronol ogic a l order, the firs t re l evant garden wc came to was Dave and Nancy 
Silverberg's . They had mi xed planti ngs, predominantly bearded irises, with ~iberians in a block 
on tile right side of the garden and the spudas plonted i n a row a long the length. 11'1'0 of the 

spurias ' I\lph~pu ' and 'Bronze Art' , both regis tered by ctlarles Jenkins in '92, had barely opened 
and, as such, were nol able t o be judged properly , but looked to be very promising. The Siber i ans, 

., 
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however, we re i n full bl oom and , i n the ope n aspect of t he Silverpurg ' s garden , looked magnificent . 
I was l ooking fo r two in particul ar: ' Over i n GloryJ and ' ( JloJl ingworlh '92) fi nd 'Shakers Prayer' 

(Warner '90 ) , but neithe r were being guested he r e. Ins t ead Twos ublu lo feosL on 'St rawberry 
r oi r e' (llol1ingwo rth ' 92), 0 ve r y ru f fled s i beri an i n c rushed s t rawberry which went on to win the 
frankli n Cup at Lhe closing banquet as the best ou t-or-regi on l d s . Othe r s of no te were 'lake 
Keuka ' (Borglum ' 9f,) and 'Simple Girts ' another ' 94 int roduction f r om Bob .lollingworlh . 

Ille nfLcrlHlur, .. :m !ll"" ,l rol t 'lfl ley 'o, WllUl'n U,,, fI'" n'!l loll" ' .., Ilu t Lu ll'l' 1","1.' " [n iL UI ' 1,,,·:,,II ,y 

morni ng we were at Schreincr ' s Gardens , who , a l though not known ror their beardles s va rieti e s , 
wnn: " h l u Ln nb"w U"d I lu I)I cUlll d Urow Lhcm .ll1l1L !In wl'l l l 11 11 I.t.uy "\)11 1.1 qnlw 11,,· 1","1.1",1 vllri"1 ;,.". 

Onc i n particular caught my eye, a Sacks Scharer seedling no . S06-0- 1. I hio hud rormed u clump 
some 2 feet in diameter, with 36" high bloom held well above t he gl oooy yrccn '-o1ioge. (When I 

vioiled Jan und MU I' Ly in Augusl and made noises about this seedli ng , 1 was advi sed that all known 

existing stock had been destroyed as the flower rorm 'was not quilc soLio r ac lory '! NoL proressing 
to be a siberian c1<pcr L, I cou l d !lot disagree, but nevertheless it di d seem a waste , espec i a ll y 
as so many unwo r thy bearded varieties do get regir;tered pure l y f or commercial purpose!; . 

After a lunch of of German sau~13ge and seuerk nlUl et an Ok lobcr f e!l L cenLre , wc he ade d up Lhe 
hi ll !; to the IIbrego garden. This garden is on l y 2 years old, but one 100uld neve r know ann, most 
remarkably, tt1cre lOasn't a beard in sigh t other than the one l am was s porti ng . [ ll en I\brego is 
a Schreine r and bo t h she and Tom 100 r k a t the f amily businoss so prcourllubly, hov i ng 0 :Jurreit or 
bea r ded irino!3 dudn') the week , t hey chose to concentrate on beardless in their own time and are 
hop..-ing thot i n the no t too distant fut ure they lOill be able t o go t he.ir own way on the apogon 
ticket. I n the mean time, their garden was like breath of cold mountain nir. It had wcll-es t ablished 
clumps of s.ibe r.ians , but a l l the guest irises were i n s peciall y dug beds on a south faci ng hill 
IOhich s l oped OlOny rrom t he house . ' Hol den Clough ' (just goi ng over) was al Lhe top, then 
spurias lined the fence down the hill with s iberians of varyi ng height s in f r ont. [ made a note 
of 'Enbec' (Rcid '89) , 'lIed Oak' (ferguson '66) , ' Lenkoran ' (Rodionenko ' 94) , ' Impe rinl Ruby' 
(HcCowan '77) and 'Phi! [di nge r' ( 1lage r ' 91) , another magnifkent cl ump o f 5acks-Schare r' s 
SB6-B-1 g rowing under tota ll y dif fer ent c onditions and finalJy caught up with ' Shakcrs Praye r ' 
wh i ch provod to be aCMllcth i ng or a dis appoi ntment . Ac ross 
nar row bed in the cenLre of which was a smsll clump of the 
seen . Some of the b l ooms were go ing ove r, some wer e j us t 
i ntensity of col our tota ll y unraded by the Oregon :Jun . A 

piece . 

the top or the hi11 was another long 
bl ackest I . chrysographes I have eve r 
opening, bul they a ll had t he same 
'must' - ir I can eve r lay hands on a 

lit the end or day 2, the American Spur ia Iris Society heJd 8 meeting at the Por tland llilton . 
The venue had been moved f rom one o f the conventi on rooms downstoi r!3 to a bed r oom on the 7th 
flool' und, us more und l!lO r e ml."1llbe r s pi led i n, one coul d not hel p but become ' !'riendl y' with one's 
ne i ghbour . !here were many l um.inaries i n attendance: some, like Dave Niswonge r, a lready 
acquo i ntonces , othero , like Ben [lage r, unti l that moment j us t r evered nomos . Bobby She phu rd 

chaired the meeti ng and , arler spending the ri rst half-hour dealing with busjnees (i nc ludi ng the 
announc emen t that 'Son of Slln' had won the Nies 11edal ror the second time) the re!lt o f the time 
wos spenL looking at s lides of spuris:J Bobby hod photog r aphed earlic l' U I!:Il monUI in lIer gal'den in 
Arizona. Iheir bl oom was already over! l he slides we re domi nated by hybrids from floyd 
Wickencamp and Cha rl es Jenk,ins M d, although 1 mode a lis t 3 pages long , I high li gh ted ' Zulu 
Chief' (Jcnki nG ' 92) , ' Sui tan Sheh' (Ni swonger '90), 'I nnovalor' (Hagc I' ?) , ' Look Again' (John:Jon 
'~n), 'l ady Butter fl y' (Jenkins '94) , and ' Dress Circ l e' (Hager ' 85) adding them to my ' want ed' 
list. 

The losl day utar l cd at Aitken' s Solmon Creek Garden. Ter r y IIHken spec i a lLws i n I Bs and 
BBs, but although his new seedl ings were very i nte r esting, the one i l'i s Lhat had me going back, 
and back again , fo r Just one mor e look was a Si no-S i berian c alled ' Dot ted line' which was a l ocal 
r ais i ng by Lo rna Reid ('92) . It had a s now-white ground with a cobal t blue pl i cata patte r n in 

dotted li ncs r adi a ting ouL from the centre or t he bl oom on both st!:lndards a nd rails and was 
creating a lot of attention despite be ing planted i n t he sha de or an ol d fult t ree which was not 
i n t he ma i n purt of the ga rden and nowhere near the guest iri se s . (When I pl aced my order wi th 
thc Aitkens l aLc r in lhe season I reques t ed a piece or 'Dotted line ' ond r oceived a 9Ood-s iz ed 
lump which I an, able to report seems to be doing quite well 90 rar! ) It was here a lso that 1 
finally managed to see ' Ove r in Gl oryland ' which, unlike ' Shoke r s Prayer ' di d I)ot disappoi nt. 
Bob Hol lingworlh really s eems Lo hallc isol ated a genctic bloodline which I have no doubt wi ll 

generate many mo r e gems i n the years to come . 
I\nd to cup il all? 1\ beord l c:Jo TB bred by, and growi ng in, D~l one ~leek'a ga rden . Not 

regis te red at the time of the convention, thi s baby pink s e ll' i s eXI)ecled to be l aunched on t he 

market us 'Clooc Shove '. 
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It is dif f icul t fo r me to be sure whether or nol 1994 was to good year for sibiricas in most 
gurden s , though there (oI1'e some pointers which suggest it probably was; bul reporls of a dry 
~umlocr in Illosl of sout hern Engl and may have caused some stress fo r pI_lilts l ater on . 
been li ke that in South Shropshi r e. 

lt hasn 't 

Fl owerin!] in my own garden brought both pleasures and disappo in tments . I am nol going to 
dwell on the l otter, sove lo soy that they reinforced whot 1 knew perfectly well ,already - lhal 
the time for many plants to be divided and replanted with hefty quantities of compost is l ong 
overdue . The i mproved pe r form ance of those that have been dealt wi lh simply emphosises the 

poi nt. 1 ani also seeing lhat t he addition of a slow- l'elease fer tilise r (i n my case Vita.: 11-4, 
but I e.:pect othel's would do as well) to the compost , when it .is dug jn, seems to be very 
bene rici<Jl . Probubly it is odding trace elemenb and other nourishmen t wh ich rlly compost lacks . 
But , as with advanced hybrids i n other sections, it seems tha t modern hybrids need a richer f~re 

than t he old faithful~. Another reason for non-flowering is also obvious : a l arge bed is 

ove rrun with grass and other wee ds . Cleaning and replanting has been ~tarted , but oh for more 
time and energy ! 

A third factor is one fo r which cannot b lame myself. Here we ha ve had t wo (now three) 
ma i nl y coolish, dan!pinh suulITlers in a row. Even if sibir i ca s do not require summer bakin!], they 

do nee d more warmth than they have had if they are to flo wer well. 1 value very hi.yhly lhuse 
such as ' lourenbuhl' ond 'Creme Chontilly' to whorn the weother seems to make little difference. 

The ple!:Il;lu r es COllie fl'om these and olher rtd i able f riends, and new acquisitions bl ooming for 
the f irst time here. The ~l orgCln-Wood Medal winner fo r 1991 , '~label Coday ' (Helsley 19B4) is a 

very neat deep viole t fl ower with yellow to white s ignal which hos established we ll i n u s hor t 
time . Anothe r HedaJ winner, 'King of Kinf)S' (Varner 1982) which won in 1990, i s also p r oving a 
good grower and flowering regularly . The white b looms are rather horizontal in fo rm and t he 
ra lls could be wider o t the haft. I do find 'Mikoko ' (Tambe r g 1993) , which goined an 1\1,1 at 
Wisley last year, llIore attractive as the standards are semi-upright and the wi de falls arch 
gracefully . It is a seedli ng with 'C r eme ChantiUy ' as the poll en parent and this seems to have 
pOBsed vigour and generous flower i ng to 'Mikoko '. A third white which ~rrived in 1993 and has 
made 0 good storl is ' Esther C.D.M.' (McGarlley 1981); though I 0'" reserlljny judgement on its 
form; first year flowers are not a lways typ icol . 

sevel'al yea r s and Ill'o lle d a good doer . , ["Hila A telraploid f rom New Zeala nd has been he r e fOI' 
flipeka' (rrances love 1~9U) has rather narrow falls and vertical standards reminiscent of the 
older tets, but is an ott r ac ti lle colour c ombination of rich blue-violet stnndardG nnd fnl l s wi th 
much paler style orms . At its best, as I sow it in New Zealand, a clump cun be olmost covered 
in bloom and one can unde r s t and why it won the Begg Shie l d fOl' lhe best New Zea Jand rajsed 
seedli ng of 1939 . A much later generation tet is Currier t1cEwen's 'Lady Lilac' (1990) whi ch 
a lso has a vertical shape but with fairly broad white standards and wide, downward arching fa lls, 
deer li lac-pink at the centre pa l i ng to white at the edges . On closer inspectjon f r om abolle 
there ore l i lac spots la be seen at the base o f the white s ty le arms while tho hafts of all its 

par ts deepen to reddish-brown with (011 the hafts) !]reen centres. A fascinating flower of good 

garden lIalue. 
So is 'floar ing JeJl y ' (Schafer/Sacks 1992), described by my husband as ' sexy '. 1 can 't quite 

soe tho t myself (difference i n male and female vision ?) but it has great personality and clearly 
character is in the eye of the behol de r. It is an exuberant combinat i on of pinkish standords 

heavily veined and fl ll~hed raspberry, rich bright wine-red falls with a violet fl ush at the 
centre , and fancy style arms i n very pale blue/violet/ rospberry/pi nk with enlorged cresls. Almos t 

impossible to describe, but there is a photograph in the 1993 B!S Year Book . 
Two 1994 British regi st r ations al'e 'lea I!cwitl ' and 'Ashfield Cleme ntine'. Anne Watson has a 

nursery near l e eds for unusua l perennials and hybr i di ses hel l ebor es. She grows some irises , 
too, and found a 'flat form ' seedling which she has registel'ed. 1 ha lie not yet grown ' Ashfi eld 
Clementine' mysel r, bu L Anne brought flowers for me 
standards arch over to lie just above the ra Il s and 

to see. like Alex Oack's 'Vee One' the 
have signals l i ke those on the falls, but the 

ground co lour is basic ally r ich bl ue-violet. Reod the de scription Anne prollided for re9istration, 
in the 1994 Year Dook, and you will find the colouring i s r eally much more sub tl e . The di scellery 
has l'ollsed flnne's enthu!;; i asm for breeding more sihiricas of this fO l'm and an ,addi tion to lhe 
too few British hybridisen; is IIcry wel come . 

'Leo Hewitt' (no pl'izet; for guessing the raiser) is ;J tetraploid which is a lmost navy blue, 
with a goId s i9na l , named for my late father-in-Iow who spent Ina ny years in UIO Ray",} Nally . Onc 
interesting aspect of the 1994 s e ason was that sib i ricas with while or go ld edges on the falls 
seemed to ha lie especially brigh t one s, and some which do not normally halle edges showed them -

'Jayb i rd' ( lIage r 1962) for one, and 'Leo Hewitt' for another. I wonde r whclhor 'Leo' may ha lie 

shown them bofore and I didn't notice, os 1 only rea l ised i t had happene d when I saw a slide I 

had taken. How could! take a photo and not see who t I was looking at? (Answers not required.) 

" 
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f inally, t wo ve ry chee r ing notes from a wider field . !he n~mber of en t ries ~t the BJS 
Summer Show for the class for a vase of 5 spikes of sibi r icas amounted, I th i nk , to 12 - certainly 
to !I goodly nUlnbcr cnd ~Iorc thon i n most years - i ncluding Deveral f rom peop l e who 1 do nol think 

have shown sibiricas before. I r Ltlis shows i ncreasing inLeresl and success in g1'olo(jng these 
excellent plants, three (or twel ve) cheers. The standard was high, too , in the l ist of Awards 
of Garden Commendation C)ivcn by the 0 15 in 1994 ; there arc s i )!: oibiricos . Unprecedented ! fo ur 

come f rom 1011189 iambcl"g and his lovely, large , ruffled 'Prussian Bl ue ' lops the whole Hsl. 

Congratulati ons Tomes ; perhaps we shs ll see you with a Oykes Mads .1 in due course? 10 see 
beardless cultivor!l competing s uccessfully agains t the domi natiun of the beordeds is now 0 

reality and flOt a dream and ye t they Brc sli ll plants we carl recollJllclld with confidence for 

growing in a wide range of gardens . 

11.. 1 .5 Sf"URIA AWAIIS)S 19')1. (courtesy of the Spuria Society Newsletter) 

Er i c Niess 1·ledl'll - Son of Sun (Wickencamp); runners up : Cinnamon Slick (Nil:lwonger) , High line 

Coral (McCown) . 

Award of f-Ierit - ~1issou ri Rivers (N iswonger), Sonoran Senorita (Wickeflcomp), 
In Depth (!lager), Kilt Peak (Wickencomp) . 

Although theoe owordo wcrc published unusa lly early in 1994, t he NL orr ,ived just too late for 
our own prev ious edition. 

tl.:W EDIT ION or TI E SPURIA CIECKLlS T 

'A tusk force has been set up to revise the 1985 e dit ion of the Spurio Checklisl' . In particu l ar, 
plants registe r ed and/or ,in troduced between 198::> and 1993 will be i nc l uded and there will be 
additionaJ editoria l material. 

If any of you hove plants in either category Floydd Wickencamp would like to hear from you 

togelher with a bl'ie f biographical note about yourse lf. I-li.(; addreGo i s 10521 Bella rose Drive, 
Sun City , Al BSJS1 , U. S.A . 

Ilclp ! 

Roger Nelson of Uregon hopes that we can help him over two matle r G. r i rslly, he is looking fo r 
some old irjs and daylily culUvars : 

Siberians Acuta, IHue Charm, Blue Chanteuse, Blue King, Cool Spring, [mpflro r Milsou , Mo r ning 
11agio, Mra Perry, Night Sprite, Nigrescens, Ottawa, Pc d willklc, Pc n 'y ' S Blue, Pic kanock , flimousk i , 

Royal EnSign, Schwan, Snow Wheel, Wisley Wh ite, Yankee 1 rader. 

Spud as A . J. Ba] four, Blue Acres, Bl ue Zephyr, Bronolspur, Burnished Brass, Cherokee Ch i ef, Cr ow 

Wing, Dutch Defiance, Eag,le , fo r ever Young , Good NClturc, Ilozy Hill::; , lumiere , Mich igan Stote, 

Mona urea, Morningtide, ~lrs A.W . Toit, Oriole , Red Step , Ru th Nies Cabe en, Wad i lem lem , Wh ite 

Lance, Wren'u Nest, Yellow Swallowtail , 

IIcmorocollis Hcupcrutl, lI ypedon , 11al'cy, Or ange Beauty, Revo l ute. 

Since there i n a fairly s imple way of getting any plants to Roger, please will you get in touch 

with Clive Russell , 47 Station Hoad, New Ba rne t , Her ts. ENS IPR if you have nny of lhese to 

spare. 

SecondJy , Roger says ' Ihieves broke in to my house some f our year::; ogo ond stol e many i l ems. 

Among the things los t were old iris cotalogs and bulletins t hal I of tell refe r red to. 1 have 

compiled a liut of lhose 1 most went to replace . Can you help me with thIs search ?" 

Sibe ri an Iris SOCiety Newsletters - all i ssues 19706: 1971; Spfl llg 1972; all issues 197), 1974, 

1975j fall 1976; spring 1979; fall 19BJ ; spring 199J. 

Spuria Iris Society News Jetter - Spri ng 1985 i ssue . 

l auric ' s Ir i s Garden (Lorena I~ . Reid, Sp r ing f ield, OR 97477) flU price lis ts prior to 1972 ; 1973; 

1980; 1981; 1902 . 

Northwest Hybri d i sers (Jean Wilt - John Taylor, Seat tl e , WA 981!)S) all pri ce lists before 197 1 
and those Brter 1960. 

Rainbow Ilybjdioing Gardens (lloyd Aus tin) a ll c ata l ogues excep t 1962 . 

(ven photocopies might be B hel p here and if there i s anything you con do please get i n touch 
wHh Roger R. Nelson, Iri ::> County, 6219 Topaz Street NE, Brooks , OH 97JOS . 
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After the wil1 ler wc have been endur ing , 
Kentucky suffered las l yea r. lie wrole in 

you may remember the blizzards lhal Ma l'k Cook of 
Lhe autumn to say that i n s p ite of his fears, t he 

lo~se~ were not so dis~strous. Ihe badly damaged dogwood grew away wel l. The irises and other 
perennial:l :lul' vivcd a nd bl oomDd os they shou l d , bll t d i dn't set see d bec ause of l he exl r eme l y hol 
summe r ; dry and windy wi lll lClnpc r ulurc ~ around 100nF , even to 107" . Even a fter lhal, Lhe 
I'cmonlant irioes joj ned the othe r ;llItumn p lan ts i ll put ling up 0 ohow. 

Q.05E: INSrt:C I HlN 

Anna Mae Mdlcr h<cls a large garden: s he can give a bed of SO' x 100' to 95 japllnc5c iris 

plants and !lI1other or lOO ' x 200' to s jberians though she s ays some of lhem will be for the chop 
afte r flo wering, hut there a re seedli ngs to t ake lhl1ir places . Out of lOUD seed I in{IS , 7 have 
been registered. She i G pretty ruthless bec ause , afLer all, t he duds nl1ed jus l 00 mllch nt tenti on 

as the winners and (l lV!l far leas satisfaction. 
Very kindly, she hns sent A copy of an arti c l e wr itten for lhe 7Sth Ann iversary of the A. l.S . 

which I do hopc l he)' will be able to print i n fu l l . The baslC criteria for b['eedero {;ucceGoeo 
are djscussed and s he nlakes somc intercsting poi nto . Firstly, mRke up your mind whul you orc 
t r yi ng to do .!Od s tick to it. Sec ondl y , look twice ot the eyc- cotehe r G because on c loser 
inspection l hey may not be good a t a11 . There is a l ot of work lo be done i n illll) ['ovi n9 Gome 
colours and co.l our re Lention i n 0 number of lioeu und i n enGuri ng they are good doers . Thal Lhe 
dWllrf cu l livers a r c becoming popular we had noticed and the flal flowered forms are cropp ing u p 

IIIO re often. 

In the course of the round- up she menti ons bn!eders who are well known over he re and names of 

plan t s or wl!Jch 0 s urpri:o.Jing number of British raised ones have l'euu lled i n une xpected breaks. 
(At a later ataye, her copy of t he ur licle will go in the Group Lih rilr y) 

And on Lop of al l that s he and her husband wi ll be over he r e dUI'i ng the occond hlllf of Mil y fo r 
An extensive visit on a Hislory uf Gardens t ri p . Wi th l uck, one 01' two or us shuu l d mee l hCI·. 

flAGS NIJY ! 

A recent articJe in Ihe l imes dcacribed the anti -pol1 ution works carned out by WeatO[IS, the 
cide r makers . I t i nvolved a Jot of tree planllng and e st abl ish i ng n ::>eries of sett! i ng ponds 
for the effluen t, o f which therc c un be a great dea J , The firs t pond is ho r r ible , the second " n 
i mprovemen t, but the third is planted, Oll longsL u U,,:: r things, wi th yelJ nw ilnd blue fluy iri:;eo o" d 
the y UI"C flouriuhi ng . (t take these to b e I i. pueudocurus and ve r cicolor ) 

rU\NT 5N..ES. 

We would l i ke Lo encoura ge the aale of actua l planl ~ among menbors . 
in your gardens and what i s goi ng to be r epl anted this year. Let Sue 

You know what does 
Pierce know 00 that 

well 

can inc lude your of fer i n the nexl N.L. You wun 'l be swamped with orders and pack inq up a few 

pl ants doesn't tuke l ong. If you ore generous enough t o give Ule mOlley to t he Grour, less 
pos tage and pflcking costs , the Ireasure r will be de l ighted . 

And to s t art the ball rolling I~rs Margar el Criddl e, 5 Sl oreys I. ane, BUfgh-le-l-Iarsh, Skegne:ls , 
Lincs . PE4 }LR con or fe r seed li ngs raised from 8.1 . 5. seed of ' ~Iru Rowe ' , ' f a ir y Dllwn ' , ' [ go' 
and ' Red Flare' . Al so from 'Orville ray ', and an Ame r ican deep bl ue-fl owered plant as wel l as 
I . wi l s onii. i hen for a bi t o f variety Be lameanda chinensis , Diorama pu l che r nma, and seedli nyu 

from CI'ocosmia ' Lucirer · . The r e ore supplies of Si sy rinchi um sl ri ulunl, too , u!3efu l f or f i l li ng 
gaps in t he hedge to deter Lhe ne i ghbours cals . ' heGe are a.l l at J:l.~U a pl ant inc luuive of 
posl and pack ing . 

OCW/\/tE TIt: fL A I wtI«H 
Artioposth ia t riangu lata is spr eading r ap idly th r ough Engl and. Ihe ma l n objective h<cl s to be 

to keep it under cont r ol unti I some predator i s fo und because if i t is just le n to spread it 
wl.ll eat all our naUve won ns (it ' c preferred diel) and wreck lhe uail s t ruc tu re of 0 11 1' gardens. 
Adults are up to ten i nches l ong with a flattened cross sec ti on and dark pu rp le- b rown with pa l e 
st ri pes along the side, the hatch li ngs are pi nki sh . Do not s t amp on the creaturea Ull they 
regenera te ver y easi ly. lry a bucke t of strong sal t so l ution , buil i ng wa t e r or a fire . They 
ore usual ly round, and can be trapped , i n damp sites such as under rotting wood , o l d bri cks or 
ea r thenware f lower pots where t hey a re u:lually j n 1) cocoon of bubbly mucous . The cgys are ova l , 
up to hal f an inch long and s hiny bl ack . Be s uspici ous of all conta ine r plants And 80ak thL'ln 

l horoughly .i n a bucket o f water when lhe ... o r ms shou l d fl oat to the sur r oc e arler <I time . 



S. S. & J l Ol 1EHY 1 1 1 

This Group has changed si nce Al ex Back first set it up to cater f or the apur i a, siberian and 
japanese i ri s culLivuro which he fell we ren't ge tl i ng 1;1 fa i r whuck in t he competition stakes . 
S.S . & J is a manageab le abbreviation, bu t now that pacincas and water irises are i nc l uded i n 
the titli ng th i ngo are getting out of hand. We cou l d call i t tho Beardleoo Iris Group, bUl 
somehow t he obvious c onl raclion is 1;1 bit 'off' . 

The Commit lee hm. deci ded t o o f fer a yea r 'o free subscription to. tho membe r who can concoct 

the best title for a g roup which apparentl)' aims to i nclude culUvars frcm t he whole range of 
beardless irises in the long r un . And this is urgent - we alread)' h~ve 'versates' in the seed 

l ist ond the range of planls is increas i ng yearl y . Sugges ti ono lo t he Hon. Sec. by the end of 
J une, please . 

1994 S£EDS OI STRIDUTI ON. The seed lisl this year wi ll be splil be t ween the Newtl l ellcrs. Ihose 
being of fered he r e Bre new seasons s locks . Those to. be offered in the summer wil l be kncwn as 
t he Seed Oank and are older . We hope t hi s wi ll make it easie r for you to choose immediately 
from the newesl end lhen, i f you hove 1;1 sudden a fter t hought, you will hu"u a second chalice . 
Remember that jris seed!! ha ... e a very l ong she lf life and t hat it i s someUmes easi er t o ge r mi nate 
ol der seed . Unless the wording i ndica tes othe r~ise , a l l seeds nre open pollinated. 

Seeds a r c JOp a packel and or ders shoul d go to Gory l ewis at l ho addrcoo all lhe cover sheet . 
Make h i s month end buy them all . 
PS[LlJACORlJ5 llVOllm: 

from Cur r ie r McEwcn, U.S.A. : 'Oonou' se H ed te t ra ploi d ; good wHh olhur 
tetrep,1o l ds 

PSELlJACORU5 SPECIES : 

from ~lark Cook. U.S.A . 
SII3IRI CA IIYOfU [)5 : 

f rom Da l e Ilomblin, U.S .A. 
'Ann ive r sa r y' 

'Oe l fast' 

'Carrie Lee' 
'Coc l Spr ing' 

'Demure 11lini 
'D lnnn IIl ue ' 

'Drf)(llII i l'lj 
'Eric lhe Red' 
'Esther C.D.H . 

'Fa iry Dawn ' 

pseudaco r us 

' Mabe l Coday' 

' Maranatha' 
' Mountai n Lake ' 
'Hy love ' 

' Ong'o Hal ' 
'Pirate Pri nce' 
' Ilomloke ' s I;huicc ' 
' Sea Shadows' 
, Showdown ' 

' Skeena ' 
'G r ey Prince' - J seeds 

'GuJI 's W,l nlJ' 

' Snowy ElJrel' 
'So l e Command ' 
' Ste ve ' 'l1lini Dame' (telraploid) 

'lllil1i Encore ' 
' lavender light ' 
'li t tle 1ricolcr ' 

'T emper Tant rum' 
' Iowanda Redfl a r c' 
' Wi ndwood Spr i ng ' 

from Jennife r Hewitt, G.I:!. 

f rom Currier HcEWen, lJ . S.A . : 

SI BI RI CA SPEC I ES : 
from Jane Cole, G.U.: 

JAPANESE HYBRIDS: 

f rom Curr i er ~lc(wen , U. S. A. : 
dipl oi d Japoneue 

'Sparkle ' 
Chryscgraphes sub-series (40-chr.) mixed hybrids 
' Lavender l igh t ' 
'Red tla r e' 

T 91/55(2) x bee - white tetraploi d repeater 
yellow te l raploi d - very few 
mixed bl ue tetrapl cids 
djplcid miniatures - blues , some whites 

chrysogrephes r ubella 
delavay i (Didcot )[ ex Ilumphreys long 8g0) 

91/61(J) ( Hekiun x Ch itose IUme) x bee 

91/22(5) ( White Parac hute x ChHaGe Il ime) x bee 
' J oa n Tr evith ic k ' x bee 

'01' Man River' x bee 
'Retu r n i ng Tide ' (re peater) x bee 



SI'UIIIA IIYLlltTOS: 

from Char l es Jenk i ns, U.S . A. (see report on A. I.S . Convention) : 
AlSO-UIl 

' Baby Chick' 
' Bali Oali' 
' lJorder Town' 

' Clara [ H en ' 
'Dark Purp Je' 

'O iminuclluo ' 

'My Impu lse' 
' New Violo ' 
'Now Ih i s' 
'Penny nunper' 

' Popped Corn ' 
'Snow Gi ont' 

' EquaJity x Cr ow Wing' 
'r a l cuIIs Crest' 

'Slrul ti n ' x 'SLrullin' 
' Unive r sa l ['cRee' 
'Wh ite Sh i mme r ' 

!iI'tJR IA 51'(( 1[5: 

' I L'cne Ben loll' 
'U ve J y Une ' 

mixed smal l crosses 
mixed large crosses 

f rom June Cole kerneriana 

'Zca l ' 
' Zo l u Ch ier' 

from Mark A. Cook orlcn tulis (syn. oehrol eueo) 
x s puria - ye l l ow , 60" 

vmSICUt OIl: 
from Jone Cole 
rroln Jcnni reI' Hcwitl : 

IEXAGON/'I[ : 

from Mark A. Cook 
Inlr[IALA[: 

vo r. ke rm(!(; i na 

' ~Iurroyono' 

'Party lill (! ' 

' Pink "eaks' 
'Whodunni t ' 
Schu f (!r/Sucks sdg . SP90 - 1 

mixed colours 

1. x LA ' Baj az zo' . 

f rom Jone Cole - I . setos<I ( I a" ) 
VEHSI\IA 
from Curder HcEwen , U. S. A.: 

(DOMr 2138 [89 backcross S0055] x versi color) x bee 

IIJW OOCS YOUR GMOCN GROW 'f 

In a GI'CUp such as thi s ... he u t mcmbe r o Ge l dom meet to discuss various problems the NL has to stand 
in , but the Editor can't make it all up, Your contributions <Ire esentia l. They need not be of 
t he culi bre o f the great go r den write r s, I f you w.i U even put some noles 0 11 paper and send them 
in then they can be lurned i n lo yood re udi ng. Somolhing ol ong the l i ner:; of ' the spuri as stoT ted 
out wel l i n the autumn, then the r e was a 1.l t hat snow and the deer nibbled tllCnl down lo Lhc 
gl·ound. Though l J 'd lost the l ot. Ou t the Gpr i ng was warm and we t and they grew and fl owcred 
mRgniricently' . Or whatever did r eal l y happen. Tcll uo wI,at you bough t , how long it t ook to come 
to flowering and what you thought of the res u lt. Don't worry that o ther l'eadcl'~ will look down 
their noses at your problcms ; oomcbody e l se will be i n the same mess . All is grist to an 
ed i tor's m.il1. 

copy 0EII0l1M: 

Pierce, Ilddr es9 on cover sheet, hove your con tri butions to the next newslet t er by Please let Sue 
Ju l y JI, 1995. 
The nex l edition 

f1JoI)(lIS1II1' U S I 

And , as s he is a newcomer to ttl i!! game, 
shou ld be d i s t ri buted i n Septembe r. 

do yOUL' bes l t o f i nd :JumeLhi l1g for her . 

A (u l ly updated lis t will be puhl l she d in the next edition i n Septembe r. 

J'lANTSHAN 'S DAY a t Dtril.. ... Hassey 

fhe National Trust is r unning thio of f ai r on 5und!'y , 7th May - l lam to 5pm at Dunhsm Hu ssey Hall , 

AJtrincham, Cheshire . I f any membe r woul d be in ter co led in publ .i cisi ng the (;rO~l p the r e, furthe r 
detail!) cun be obta i ncd f rom Peter lIa ll, 06 1 - 941 4222 or 9269291 . Ihi s woul d nul !.le a plun t 

sa l el> stand . ] here wi 11 be r unni ng tea and coffee for e xhi bitors . 


